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PREFACE. 


AVING in the former Part defended ihe 
unalterab'e Nature of the Law as a Rule 
= of Duty, and of Righteouſneſs, and the 
Everlaſting Goſpel, from being a New Remedial 
Law: In this Part J endeavour to defend ſome 
Branches of Goſpel Doctrine, and the Uſefulneſs 
of the Law to Convince of Sin. Wherefore I have 
continued the ſame Title to this Part, which at 
firſt I only intended for the former. a 

When it is the very Deſign of the Goſpel to ads 
vance the Grace and Righteoutneſs of the Lord 
Jeſus: I confeſs, T am moſt afraid of thoſe Errors 
that detraft from his Honour and Glory. But J 
no way doubt there are who ſeek a d helter for Li- 
centious Practices, in Doctrines and Opinions, that 
may give a Ceuntenance thereunto, Hewbeit 1 
dare not call ali thoſe Antinomian Defrines or Opi- 
nions, which may be, by corrupt unſanfified Na- 
ture, abuſed to evil Pratlices ; for then the whole 
Goſpel is Antinomianiſm. Nor is there any doubt 
but the Doctrine of Eternal Election may be as 
much abuſed unto Liberty, as that of Eternal Ju- 
ſtification. A Heart under the Power and Influ- 
ence of the Grace of God, tbeugb under ſome 
Miſtakes about the Name and Definition of Things, 
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vill be in no Danger of turning the Grace of God 


into Laſciviouſnels. | | 


That a Believer is complete in CHRIST, 
that his Sin is covered from God's Eye as a Judge, 
and that he hath a full Title to Eterna! Life, 


and ſhall never periſh, is the ſtrongeſt Cord of 


Love to engage the Heart to Holineſs where it is 
believed. But thoſe who know not God's Way of 
accepting firſt the Perſon, and then the Perform- 


ance ; but think that Performances muſt go firſt, 


as Conditions of the Accef tation of the Perſon, do 
ſtumble at the Stumbling-ſtone, and take all 
Free Grace (for they know no otherwiſe) Jo be an 
Enemy to Holineſs, becauſe it throws down the 


Dagon of Self-Righteonſneſs. 


, have divided this Part of the Work into Three 
Sections. The Firſt treats of Fuſtification as to 
the Article of Time: and finds ſome Truth in 


<vhat is pleaded for Fuſtification before Faith, as 


vell as maintains a real Juſtification before God by 
Failb. 4 | 


As to Juſtification from Eternity, I have endea- 


woured to weigh and anſwer the ſtrongeſt Arguments 


that are brought for it; but do own that ſome Fu- 
 dicious and Holy Men have written in Defence or 
Favour of it. Nor is there any doubt, but if 


what they took to be Fuſtiſication, were ſo, it was 
from Eternity. Thoſe 'who own the Imputation of 
Adam's Sin 1 all his Poſterity ; and Actual Con- 
demnation by the Juſt Sentence of a Righteous 
Law for that and Ibeir own Perſonal Tranſgreſſi- 


ons, and that it is GO D's Tranſient Act in Time 
that completes his Juſtiſying Act to the Sinner; 


a4 
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ſound Words, as it has been received by the Pro- 


bonour that Free Grace which they do in Words ſo 


The PR E F ACE. „ 
can have no hurtful Meaning in their Abſtracs Idea 
of Eternal Fuſtiſication. Zea, they muſt needs own 
a. Juſtification in Time, as real as that Condem- 
nation by the Law, which is all that need be urged, 
as unto Forbearance and Brotherly Love. 85 85 

But ſome others under the Countenance of Great. 
Names, not rightly underſtanding their Meaning, 
nor how to ſtate theſe Great Points, unadviſedly take 
them up, and run up and cown to teach others, 
not well knowing what they ſay, nor whereof 
they affirm ; exclaiming again Confeſſing Sin, 
and aſking Pardon for it; crying down Self- 
Examination as needleſs and fruitleſs ; Allego- 
rizing the Scriptures quite beſide the Intendment of 
the Holy Ghoſt z turning all into one common 
Road; not balancing the Doctrines of Grace with 
other nceefſary Points, as the Evil and Danger of 
Sin, the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of good. 
Works in their Places; deſpiſing the Form of 


teftant Churches fince the Reformation; over- 
valuing their own Light, eſpecially in this Point, 
That their Juſtification was as complete, tho? 
not ſo evident, before Faith, as it is at or after 
Faith; Undervaluing others, both Miniſters and 
Chriftians, as Dark and of a Legal Spirit,. that 
run not their Length. Many Good People are 

miſled with ſome of. theſe Things : And Others give 
too clear Evidence of the Ill Influence their Prin- 
ciples have into their Practices, whilſt they diſe 


much cry 12 
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mie PREFACE. 

Free Grace is indeed the moſt precious Thing in 
the World; tender and dear to every one that 
believes: And it is in its utmoſt Freedom, Glory, 
and Inconditionality, that I venture io maintain 
it againſt the Aſſertors of Conditional 7uſtification, 
But I would do Fuſtice to all the Parts of Truth. 
And berein I was not willing to content myſelf with 
raiſing a Cry of Antinomianiſm (as the Manner 
is) againſt ſuch Of inions; but was willing 10 con- 
ſider in what Senſe they are held, and with what 
Arguments defended. | 5 

Ht is ſometimes urged againſt Fuſtification from 


Eternily, That a Decree to Create may as well 


be called Creation, as a Decree to Juſtify may 
be called Juſtification. Bu! thoſe who plead for 
ſuch Eternal F:ſtification, don't argue ſo much 
about a Decree ty Fuſtify : For ſo far as there was 
a Decree to Fuſtify in Time, So far Fuſtiſication 
was net from Eternity: A Decree makes it Future. 
But they argue from certain Eternal Alls in God, 
which They take to be Fuſtiſication itſelf. This 
Point is argued in the following Diſcourſe. 
Ordinarily thoſe who have pleaded for Eternal 
Juflification, have beld there was nit the like 
Reaſon as to Sanctification; becauſe the former 
was an Act in God, towards Souls; and the 
latter «a Work of God upon Souls, which Mere— 


fore required a Subject in Being. But now Some 


ſeem to ſet Santtification upon the ſame Foot: And 
indeed it is ſo as 10 the Purpoſe of God, and his 
Promiſe in CHRIST: Tet 1 think we ought not 
to ſpeak of Sanfiification from Eternitv, or that we 
are Sanfiifed from all Eternity. This has not or- 

| «inaril 7 


The PREFACE. vii 
Muarlily been contended for : Yet it may be fo, if 
Men go upon that Ground of the Gift in Chriſt 


before the World began. But I. fhu'd take this 


to be exceeding impertinent. Howbeit, this Differ- 


. ence 1s Obſervable, about the Works of the New 
Creation in all the Parts thereof, there was a Co- 


venant among the Divine Perſons from everlaſting, 
and a Promiſe in CHRIST, which I don't find 
concerning the Works of the firſt Creation. 

I is neceſſary to advertiſe ihe Reader, that when 
T have uſed the Term [Eternal Fuſtification] I in- 
tend it à parte ante, as from Eternity: For 2 
parte peſt, as unto Eternity: Bleſſed be God, 


2 in itſelf, and in its Glorious Effects is 
ternal ! 4s Redemption is Heb. ix. 12. Nor 


do T deny that as in its CAUSES, tho' not in its 


Self, it hath been from Eternity. | 
In the Second Section J defend the Offer of 


Chriſt in the Goſpel to all indefinitely unto whom he 
is Preached ; the Uſe of Exhortations and Motives, 


as well fetched from the Law for Conviction, as 
from the Goſpel for Encouragement. In this I 


have reſpet} to what has been of late advanced by 
Mr. Joleph Huſſey, now Paſtor of the Church in 
Cambridge. | F 

The late Book of this Learned Man hath been 


the Subject of much Diſcourſe. I think it may have 


its Uſefulneſs in many Things for Refreſhment and 
further Light. Yet I by no Means approve the 


Manner of bis handling Mr. Hunt, and think it 
were not difficult to retahiate : But I am far from 


any ſuch Thoughts or Deſign. Should Feſus Chriſt 


be as ftrit and ſevere with Him, in every Word and 


A a 4 Phraſe, 
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viii The PRE FA GE. 
Phraſe, as He bas been with' bis Brother, I am 
apt to think, He muſt retradt much more than his 
Goſpel-Feaſt. . Nor was it worth his while to have 
launched forth to ſuch. a Length oft-times in mere 
Trifles, either in a palpable 'Miſtake:of his Anta- 
goniſs,, or where a litile Candor might have put a 
fair Conſtruction. RAYA ants gs! 
His Oppoſition to the Syſtems is not managed 
with that Deference and Regard to the Fudgment 
of .fo many Godly, Grave and Learnen Authors, 
as it eught. I divide the Diffexence between Him 
and Them. Their Method is good in teaching us 
as Men: And his perhaps js preferable, Teaching. 
2s. as Chriſtians. (4,) Their Method is good, 
Teaching us as Men. And as the Apoſtle, in an- 
other Caſe I may ſay, That is firſi which is Na- 
tural, and afterwards that awhich is Spiritual. 
The Syſtem- Authors teach Truth concerning the 
Nature, Perſons, and Perftions of God; in-which 
they draw their Light from Scriſture- Revelation, 
and not from Nature omy. It is true, ſticking to 
_ the Natural Order of Things, there are ſome Truths 
(it may be) they don't diſcover ; Yet they have not 
excluded vr oppoſed thoſe Truths, which they have 
nct expreſly included. F under the Article f 
Creation, they treat not of CHRIST's Hand 
therein diſtingiy; yet under a ſuitable Head, they 
prove his GODHEAD thereby, And if when 
treating of the Divine Perſans they don't expreſiy 
ſpeak of the Man Cbriſt: Yet under the Article of 
the Mediator, they ſhew that he was made Man, 
whom before they had proved to be GOD. And 
| how any in Reading of them ſhould continue igno- 
| rant 
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In PREFACE. ix 
rant Doftrinally of Chriſt's Manhood, is io me a 
Myſtery. Ti 55 Doctrins of the Trinity muſt be 
1 taught Diſtinctly from that of the Man Chriſt. 
| Me nuſt be careful not to infinuate the Exiſtence of 
| any Creature in God from Eternity. (2.) Mr. 

Huſfey's Mel bod of Teaching and Studying God in 
Chriſt, and mixing the Doctrine of the Mediator 
with that of the Divine Nature and Perſons of God, 
is preferable to that of the Syſtems, when we are 
to be taught as Chriſtians. I at ſtraf? bere from bis 
Notion of the Man ſub/iſting in God from Everlaſt- 
ing. 1 was ſtumbled at his Oppoſition to the Syſtems 
in teaching the Article of the Trinity, without mix- 
ing the Doftrine of the Man Chriſt in that very 
Article But when I underſtood that he made the 
Doctrine of the Holy Trinity above and before any 
Doctrine of Chriſt Man; that he allowed an Ab- 
rat Conſideration of the Trinity as abſolute. y 
Eternal, io found the Doctrine of the Mediator upon; 
and that his Meaning was, That we muſt Aſcend. 
theſe Heights thro' CHRIST the Mediator, as 
in. whom alone God is Revealed, the Offence as to 
this ceaſed. The Doctrine of the Nature, Perſons, 
Perfections, Decrees, and Works of God, onght 10 

be Studied and taught in and thro* Chriſt. It i 
true, the Doctrine of the Nature, Perſons, = | 
Perfections of God is in the things themſelves above 
and before all Conſideration of the Man and Medi- 
ator Jeſus Chriſt : Yet we muſt learn them of the 
only Begotten Son, who hath revealed the Father. 
In him the Glory of God ſhines forth; and the 
cleareſt and only Gale Diſcovery of God in his Per- 
ſons and Altribuſes is made. And as to the Divine 
Decrees, 


none of them, P/al. cxxxix. 16. There was not 
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Decreee, they are all Purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, Eph. iii. 11, God aimed at the Glory 
of his Son in All of them, And as to his Works of 
Creation and Providence, Chriſt, God- Man, 
bas the Glory of them in Scripiure, The God of 
Jacob, who is the HELP and HOPE of a poor 
Sinner, muſt be He who made Heaven and Earthy 
the Sea, and all that therein is. P/al. cxlvi. 5, 
6. Tea, and BY Him and FOR Him (who is 
GOD's dear Son and our Redeemer) were all 
things created, Col. i. 13, 14. 16. So that when. 
we know Jeſus. Chriſt, we muſt go over again with 
all our Knowlege of God, yea and of ourſelves, 
tha! we may know ail more ſpiritually, | 
J advance to one Point more in Mr. Huſſey, and 


that is, of Local Motion, or Interpreting the 


Phrajes of Cbriſt's coming down from Heaven, 


of the Human Nature or Man Chriſt ; together with 


his Opinion of the ſubſiſting of the Man in God from 
Everlaſting, and his Pre- exiſtencè in the Times of the 
Old Teſtament, How be will explain his Subliſt- 
ence and Pre-exiſtence, is beſt known to himſelf, I 


ſhall content myſelf with this, Exiſtentia eſt id quo 


unaquæque Res ſtar & reperi'ur extra Cauſas 
producentes. Exiſtence is that whereby every 
thi:g ſtands forth, and is fcund out of its producing 
Cauſes. The producing Cauſes of Cbriſ's Humanity | 
were the Creation- Work of the Holy Spirit, and the 
Seed of the Woman. The Man Chrift did not 


ftand forth out of theſe Producing Cauſes in the + 


Times of the Old Jiſtament. As to the Members of 
his Bod) Natural it might be ſaid, as yet there was 


the 


The PREFACE. xl 
the Subſtance of his Human Body, according to what 
He ſaid after his Reſurrection, Handle me and ſee, 
for a Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones as ye ſee 
me have. WWhat-ver real Exiſtence or Pre-exiftence 
ſhort of this may be diſputed for, is trifling (eſpecially 
to amuſe the Kulgar with ſuch tings) and contri- 
butes nothing to exp/ain thoſe Phraſes of Chriſt's 
coming down from Heaven; which are more 
ir telligibly explained by the Real Pre-rxiftence of 
Chriſt's Human Soul, which the Biſpep of Gloceſter 
has contended for. 1 confeſs I fall in with neither 
of them. 

Chriſi*s coming d:wn from Hens as Man, 
which Mr. Huſſcy, with ſo much Pains, and. for 
ſo many Pages, maintains, muſt ſuppoſe an Actual 
Pre. exiſtence of the Man. Ard unleſs Jeſus Chriſt 
bad a Human Nature befcre bis coming into the 
World, and ſo came down from Heaven into the 
Womb of the Virgin by an Hlapſe, he has carried 
his Arguing too far upon this Poin!, and has given 
Occaſion to think, that this is his Opinion. | 

CHRIST came down from Heaven, (1.) As to 
the Original of his Humanity, When God had 
fixed a Law and Co''rſ: in Nature for Men to come 
into this World, viz, by Generation; and yet 
brought his Firſt-begotten into the IWerld another 
Way, beyond all that was in Nature, by the Holy 
| Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven, and over. ſhadowing 
the Virgin; He may truly be ſaid to come from 
Heaven. When Others are of the Earth Earthly; 
He is the Lord from Heaven by his high and 
glorious Deſcent, 1 Cor, xv. 47. (2.) As to the 
| Right He had to —_ Glory, from the firſt 
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Moment of his coming into the World, He need 
not have been under the Law, in a Humbled, Obey- 
ing State; but by virtue of the Hypoſtatical Union, 
He was the LORD and HEIR of HEAVEN, 
So that He did truly empty Himſelf, Phil. ii. and 
lay afide his Glory, as truly as if the Humanity had 
been a Million of Years in Heaven, and then had 
come under that Abaſement. (3.) When the Father 
prepared Him a Body, Heb. x. 5. God the SON 
came down, aſſumed it into Union with Himſelf ! 
came down and dwelt in this Tabernacle, which 
God had pitched for Him, Heb. viii. 2. John i. 
14. As truly as GOD is ſaid io come down on 


Mount Sinai, and on the Tabernacle of old, and 


in ſome higher Senſe. This I take to be the moſt 
famous and eminent Senſe of CHRIS T's coming 
down from Heaven. x 

buch Texts therefore are more eaſily and genuinely 
accounted for in the common Way than in Mr. 
Huffey's. And Other Texts will not admit his In- 
terpretation. For then bow is CHRIST of the 
Seed and Family of Abraham and David? How 
is He the Seed of the Woman ? Our near Kinſman? 
Partaker of the ſame Fb and Blood as we, if He 
really pre- exiſted to his Incarnation ! I grant, that 
Chriſt as Mediator was ſet up from Everlaſting 
in the Covenant between the Divine Perſons ; 
That: All things were MADE for Him con- 
ſidered as God-Man ; That He ſuſtained the 
Perſon of God-Man, and was reputed as ſuch by 
the Father, while as yet he had not taken our Na- 


ure; and That He had Secret Glory with the 
Father before the World began, Theſe Truths 


contained 
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contained in Mr. Huſſey's Diſcourſe may perhaps 
have made ſome farther Diſcovery of CHRIST 
to ſome Believers than They had ſeen, But a Boun- 

dary is wanting, and Occaſion is given to Error in 
this Point of his Human Nature. I cannot here 
but recommend that Diſcourſe of Dr. Goodwin's, 
Of the Knowlege of God the Father, and his 

Son Jeſus Chriſt, Vol. II. Part 2, From whenre, 
that Mr. Huſſey received Light as to what is ex- 
cellent in his Book about theſe Eternal Things, and 
ſome deep Points in Divinity; I have at leaſt as 
much Reaſon to think, as he had to think that Mr, 
Hunt had ſtole a Good Part of the Roſe of Sharon 
out of his Goſpel Feaſt. In this of Dr. Good- 
win, the Glory of CHRIST God-Man before the 
World was, is excellently ſet forth, A Glory which 
has not been ſeen, nor is ſeen, but by a few, His 
Glory as Redeemer is but one Half of his. Glory, 
For by Him and for Him, God-man, were all 
Things CRE AT ED. To whom be Glory 
and Dominion for Ever and Ever. Amen. 

But that the Doctor be not miſunderſtood, let the 
Reader compare what He ſaith about. Chriſt's bring- 
ing down a Human Nature from Heaven, which 

He takes Notice of 10 be the Opinion of ſome, and 

* wbolly rejects, and gives a found Interpretation of 

| thoſe Texts that ſpeak of his coming down from 
Heaven. Vol. II. Part 3. Pig 97. 

I would not have it under/tood as if I approved 
of all the reſt of Mr. Huſſey*s Book which I do not 
here except againſt. I was not willing to hint at 
more Miſtakes than my Room and deſigned Scope 
wil! admit me to ſuggeſt an Anſwer to. But it 
e ſeemed 
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ſeemed io me neceſſary to caution the Reader in a few 
Hints to weigh well what he reads, to pray hard, 
and ſearch the Scriptures, that he may diſcern what 


is to be approved, and what not. 


J really love and value the Author, of whom. I 
am ſpeaking, as a Brother in Chriſt, as a Miniſter 
of Chriſs. But Ob that his Strength had been laid 
out another Way! That there bad been more of 
the Spirit of Meekneſ*, Humility, and Love, in the 


' whole Wort. That what is good and excellent had 


been in a ſmaller Treatiſe by itſelf ! That I nor any 
other had had no Occaſion to make unpleaſing Re- 
marks thereon ! It is my great Grief that it is other- 


 aviſe, I refer the Reader to the ſecond Seftion of 
the enſuing Treatije for what I further offer as to 


Mr. Huſſey. | | 
The Third Section treats briefly of ſome Points of 
no ſmall Weight. The Heads of Things may be 


\. ſeen in the Contents. 


J leave all with God the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus for a Bleſſing ; and conelude with my earneſt 


Defires that the bleſſed Spirit of Truth may lead his 


People into all Truth, and the Spirit of Love may 
influence the Hearts of all (th differing in Fudg- 
ment) who love CHRIST in Sincerity, to love 


one another, Amen. | 
e 
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SECTION I. 


Of Juſtification. 


—_—— ———_—— 


„ 
F Fuſtiſication from Eternity. 


TY EING very ſenſible, that Profeſſors, that Believers 
B themſelves, are ow of Heart to take in the ever- 


laſting Love of God, and to believe it in the 
Glory of it ; I would be very loth to have any Hand 


in weakening or holding down the Faith of God's 


Children therein. Therefore while I think it not proper 
to define Juſtification by thoſe Eternal Acts which ſome 
ſpeak of ; yet I do believe ſuch Acts of Grace to have 
been towards God's Elect before the World was. Nor 
do J hold, that Juſtification is in no ſort before Faith; 


nor can by any means approve when Men in their Ar- 


ouings drive at this, That We begin with Believing, 
before God begins with Pardoning and Fuſtiſying. 

It has been my Study (under Divine Aſſiſtance) ta 
avoid Extremes. And becauſe I apprehend an Ex- 


treme in Mens pleading for 7»//ification from Eternity, 


I ſhall firſt endeavour to give my own Thoughts in 
this great Point; and then to ſhew how far we ought 


to bear with others in their different Expreſſions thereof. 
Bb There 
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2 The Eternal Law, and 

There are divers Ways of ſtating the Doctrine cf 
Tuſtification from Eternity, by thoſe who maintain it. 
{ ſhall conſider, Firſt, That way of ſtating it which 
makes it ſtand upon an equal Foot with other Benefits, 
as Santtification and Glorification. Next, That way of 
Eternal Fuſti fication which ſets it upon another Foot 
than thoſe other Benefits. 

Firſt, / ſhall conſider that way of flating it, which 
makes it to ſtand upon an equal Foot with other Benefits; 
eſpecially, San#ification and Glorification. | 

Now here I oppoſe not, but own the following 
Poſitions as Truths of the Goſpel ; vis. 

1. That the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, have an 
equal Glory in our Juſtification. But it doth not 
neceſſarily follow, that the Father's Glory in Juſtifi- 
cation lies in juſtifying us from Everlaſting. But his 
Glory ſhines forth, {1.) In the Purpoſe which he pur- 
poſed in Chriſt Feſus hereabout. (2.) In the Contri- 
vance of the glorious Way of Juſtification, and or- 
gaining the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be that Way. 
(z.) In the Promiſe made to Chriſt of Juſtification for 
al whom he ſhould ranſom, Tit. i. 2. Which Promiſe 
was a Gift of Juſtification given in the Eternal Cove- 
nant between the Father and Son, 2 Tim. i. 9. (4.) 
In ſending his Son, and actually juſtifying him as the 
Surety, and his Seed in Time, according to thoſe 
Tranſactions from Eternity. | 

2. I own, That there was a Grant of Juſtification 
made to Chriſt on the Behalf of the Ele& from Eternity. 
Juſtification is one Branch of the Grace given us in 
Chriſt before the World began, 2 Tim. i. 9. In like 
manner, it muſt be ſaid of Sanctification, and all the 
Fruits of the Spirit, of Perſeverance in Grace, and of 
Eternal Glory, This Way of ſtating it carries our 
Thoughts no higher as to the one than as to the other; 
but they muſt be regulated alike as to both. And ſurely, 

it ſounds harſh to ſay, We were ſanctified from Eter- 


nity, becauſe Sanctification was agreed upon in Cove- 


2 
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nant, and given, that is, promiſed in Chriſt, before the 
Morld began. 2 Tim. i. 9. with Tit. i. 2. 

3. I grant, that God from Eternity took a Fore- 
view and Proſpect of his Ele& in Chriſt, and there be- 
held them righteous in that foreviewed Righteouſneſs 
agreed on in Covenant between the Father and Son, 
As xv. 18. : 

God's viewing or beholding his EleR, in Chrift from 
Eternity, may be conſidered Two Ways, (I.) In the 
Supralapſarian way. As a Benefit above the Con- 
ſideration of the Fall in the Mind of God. Thus the 
Elect ftood before God in all that Perfection, in all 
that Glory, which they ſhall be glorified with unto 
Eternity. This Grace admits of, no Change with or 
by all the Changes in Time, in the ſeveral Conditions 
the Elect paſs thro'. Dr. Goodwin on Eph. i. G. p. 93. 
when he pleads for Eternal Acceptation in the Beloved, 
is by ſome miſunderſtood. For he declares he means 
not that Acceptation which is the Second Branch, our 

33 but a Benefit above the Fall; whereas 
Juſtification is a Privilege beſtowed on Fallen Creatures, 
and comes in by Redemption. Thus then there can be 
no Thoughts that God's beholding his Elect in Chriſt 
is Juſtification. (2.) In the Sublapſarian way. God 
in his infinite Foreknowlege ſeeing Man in his fallen 
State, ſtill beheld his Son their Surety, and their Righ- 
tcouſneſs ; and viewed them in him, not only in all 
the Steps of their Reſtoration, but in the higheſt Per- 
faction of it, as it ſhall be another Day. The Glory 
of this Work flood before him, and in Chriſt his Soul 
delighted, reſted, and was well-pleaſed, 1ſa. xlii. 1. 
Mat. iii. 17. Thus he was in Chrift (viz. from Ever- 
laſting, for who dares fix a Date?) reconciling the World 
to himſelf, 2 Cor. v. 19. He was about this bleſſed 
Work in his Eternal Counſels. But ftill, if I miſtake 
not, This carries our Juſtihcation no higher than our 
Sanctification and Glorification. For did God from 
Eternity view his Elect in Chrift, as to their juſtified 

| Bb 2 State ? 
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State? So he foreſaw them as the Workmanſhip of his 
Spirit, and in the Heighits of Glory, All his Works, 
in the Perfection of them, were before Him. I think 


(with Dr. Goodwin) that Text, Rom. viii. 29, 30. 


Whom he did foreknow, them he did predeſtinate; and 


z0hom he did predęſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom 


he called, them he alſo juſtified ; and whom he juſlified, 
them he alſo glorified ; ſpeaks all of Eternal Things, be- 
ing in the Time paſt, he called, he juſtified, Oc, i. e. 
in his Purpoſe and Promiſe made to Chriſt. Such was 
the Platform, ſo was the glorious Scheme laid; and in 
this Order it is executed in Time, as to thoſe Acts 
which belong to Time; viz. Calling, Fuſtifying, 
Glorifying. Be it then, that Juſtification in Time is 
according to the Pattern of thoſe Eternal Thoughts ; 
fo is Santification likewiſe, and fo is Glorification, Yet 
theſe ate ſo real, and ſuch proper Works in Time, that 
none have thought fit to contend for Sanctification, or 
Glorification, from Eternity, We are ſafe therefore fo 
far as Juſtification, in this Controverſy, ſtands upon 
the ſame Foot with theſe. It would doubtleſs be a 
Strife about Words, and not to Godly Edifying, to con- 
tend for Sanctification from Eternity, any otherwiſe 
than in ſome of its Cauſes, and then to own (which at 
laſt muſt be owned) that the Truth of the Work is in 

Time wrought upon the Heart of a Sinner. So as to 
Juſtification, if it be owned, that there are true and real 
Juſtifying Acts of God, tranſient and paſſing out to- 
wards the Creature in Time, it will follow, That the 
other was but the Idea and Foreview in God himſelf, 
And ſo we are juſtified from Eternity no otherwiſe than 
we are ſanctified. But to contend for the one, and not 
for the other, is to ſhew a Partiality to Truth, or ra- 
ther a Conviction, That what is evidently a Work in 
Time, could not be fo from Eternity. And the Truth 
is, thus it ſtands as to Juſtification, which I ſhall ſhew 
in another Chapter, | 1 es 
Secondly, 


cation from Eternity, which ſets it upon adther Foot than 


tative, Rom. v. 12. 


fore God, All Men by Nature are under the Law, 


Again, Rom. v. 13. For until the Law, Sin was in the 


Eveilaſting Goſpel, vindicated. g 
Secondly, I ſhall conſider that way of ſtating Fuſtifi- 


thoſe other forenamed Benefits, And this is Twofold. 

I. The Will of God not to puniſh for Sin, or im- 
pute it unto his People ; this (ſay ſome) is Juſtification, 
But this may be taken up Two Ways : Either, 

1. That God did abſolutely will never to impute 
= (or that Sin ſhould never be imputed) to his Elect: 

ſ, 

2. That he willed to charge their Sins on Chriſt, and 
to diſcharge his Elect, and not to deal with them ac- 
cording to their Sins. — 

1. To ſay, That God did from Eternity abſolutely 
will that Sin ſhould never, in any fort, be imputed to 
his Ele, is not Truth: For Adam's Sin, and their 
own perſonal Sins, are by the Law imputed to them. 

I ſhall endeavour to confirm the Imputation of Adam's 
Sin to the Eledts, as well as others. 

(1.) Adam was a common Perſon, that ſtood for all, 
and therefore ſinned for all equally. If, upon this 
Ground of his Headſbip, it were imputed to the Nog- 
Elect, it muſt alſo be imputed to the Ele& ; for they 
were equally in him as a federal Head and Repreſen- 


(2.) This Truth is plainly taught in many Scriptures. 
Rom. iii. 19. What things 7 — the Law ſaith, it ſaith 
to them who are under the Law, that every Mouth may 
be ſtopped, and the whole World become GUILTY be- 


and that not only the Precept, but condemning Sentence 
thereof. The whole World ſtands guilty before God, ac- 
cording to that Law and Covenant he made with them, 


Morld, but Sin is not imputed when there is no Law. 
Imputation here is not God's Eternal Will to puniſh, 
and deal with Men according to the Law, but it is the 
Charge itſelf of the Law. Now Sin Was in the World 
(faith the Apoſtle) before the Law was given by Aeſes; 
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and therefore there was ſome Law by virtue of which 
it was imputed, viz. the Law and Covenant with 
Adam; for Sin is not imputed where there is no Law. 
Where there is a Law then, and Men are Tranſgreſſors 
of it, there is the Imputation of Sin. Reprobation is 
not the Scripture Notion of the Imputation of Sin. 
It is rather God's Will to leave Men to the Charge and 
Imputation of Sin by the Law. Sin is no otherwiſe 
imputed than as it is a Franſgreſſion of the Law. 
And God has conſtituted his Law to be the Inſtrument 
of that Imputation. I grant the direct Scope of the 
Apoſtle here is not to ſet out the Time when God be- 
gins to impute Sin: But theſe Things he ſhews : (I.) 

hat there muſt be a Law in being, to impute Sin to a 
Sinner in being. (2.) That the Imputation of Sin is 
by the Law for the Tranſgreſſion thereof. (3.) That 
the Law in actual Being did impute and charge Sin upon 
all Men without Exception. For, Yer. 12. Death 
paſſed upon all Men, for that all have ſinned, If it is 
imputed by the Law, it is imputed to all who are under 
the Law: But that was the Caſe of all the World. 
Thus ſtands the Apoſtle's Argument : Death, paſſing 
upon all Men, Ver 12. proves that Sin was imputed be- 
fore the Law, Ver. 13. Now if Death proves the Im- 
putation of Sin, it proves the Imputation thereof to 
all; for Death paſſes upon all. I hope ſuch an Article 
as the Imputation of Adam's Sin, from whence the 
Doctrine of the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
hath been wont to be enforced, ſhall not come to be 
Matter of Controverſy among thoſe who are for the 
Doctrines of Free Grace, when they have been wont 
to maintain this Truth againſt the Oppoſers of thoſe 
Doctrines. I like not the Shunning of the Word In- 

utation, and inſtead thereof to ſpeak of the Tran/- 
mitting of Adam's Sin to his Poſterity, and of that Sin's 
ever ſpreading them, &c. I confeſs, how well the Im- 
putation of Sin in Time, and the Non-Imputation of 


it from Eternity, at leaſt a Will not to a a om 
: | tand 


| imputed in Time, we were not perſonally juſtified from 


_ will ſtand herewith may be allowed. 


in Part, as in Mortality of the Body, and Spiritual 
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ſtand together, it behoves thoſe who thus ſtate Eternal 
Juſtification to conſider. Were not this Imputation 
moſt real, we ſhould need only an imaginary Juſtifica- 
tion, or only a Manifeſtation of what was before. We 
ſhould need only to be convinced and perſuaded, that 
all was a Miſtake as to Guilt, Imputation, and Con- 
demnation (Rom. v. 18.) that all this was prevented by 
our being eternally juſtified. 

From this Doctrine of the Imputation of Sin, I 
argue, I Adam's Sin, and our own Perſonal Sins, were 


Eternity, but do need a true and real Fuſtiſication in 
Time. But the former is true, therefore the latter. 
The Reaſon of the Conſequence is this, Where the 
Guilt and Charge of Sin is, and Law-Condemnation for 
it, there is not Fuſtification : Or if any thing in an high 
abſtracted Senſe may be ſo called, as immanent in God, 
whoſe immanent Acts are far above our weak Sight, 
there will need a new Juſtifying Act of God in Time, 
which paſſed not before, as real as that Charge of Sin 
was real, as far from being merely a Manifeſtation as 
that was. If this be granted, this Controverſy is in 
Effect ended. For whatſoever Juſtification from Eter- 


n Time we became Sinners, in Time we came under 
Condemnation, and the Execution alſo of the Sentence 


Death, as Blindneſs of the Mind, Rebellion of the 
Will, Alienation from the Life of God, &c, "This we 
are redeemed from by a gracious Redeemer, and the full 
Execution of the Sentence is prevented : Adam ſtood as 
a common Head to the Elect, as well as to others, He 
that denies a Law-Imputation, and Law-Condemnation, 
and in Part the Execution of the Curſe, ſhall be forced 
to deny that ever the Ele& were under the Law. For 
if they were indeed under the Law, then the Law be- 
ing tranſgreſſed, neceſſarily imputes Sin to the Sinner. 
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It will be ſaid, This is only a Law- [mputation and 
Condemnation. I grant it; for if God abſolutely did 
will to impute Sin, and condemn for it, there could be 
no Salvation. But let me ſay, It is a Law-Imputation 
of Sin, and Condemnation for it, that the Reprobate 
periſh -under, not being redeemed therefrom. This 
Law-Imputation and Condemnation was transferred 
from the Elect to Chriſt, and it coſt his Blood to re- 
deem them from it : And we may truly ſay, if we had 
not been redeemed from THIS, we had ſunk under it 
to the loweſt Hell. It was with reſpect to this only, 


that ever the Elect could need a Goſpel- Juſtification : 


For I ſpeak of the Juſtification of the Ungodly, and 
not of Sinleſs Creatures. Herein then is the Grace of 


our Lord Jeſus, that a peculiar Remnant are redeemed 


from the Imputation, Curſe, and Condemnation of 
the Law! 

2. God's Eternal Will not to impute Sin to his Ele, 
may be underſtood of his Will to charge their Sins on 
Chriſt, and diſcharge the Sinner at the appointed Time. 
Thus it is moſt true, He willed not to impute Sin. 
When in his Law he ſaid, I will impute their Sins to 
them; the Charge ſhall firſt lie there: Then in Chriſt - 
he ſaid, I will not impute their Sins to them, nor lay 
them finally to their Charge ; but will transfer and Jay 
them on another. This is not contrary to the Law, 


becauſe Chriſt was made under the Law in our ſtead. 


Let it be remembered I have already ſhewn that 
God did never abfolutely will, never to impute Sin in 
any ſort to his People. When ſuch a Will of Non- 
Imputation is proved, and the Arguments for the Im- 
putation of Sin to the Elect with others, diſproved ; 
I ſhall yicld we were juſtified from Eternity, and need 
no Juſtification in Time. That God did will not to 
impute Sin to his People, without Diſtinction or Limi- 
tation, is not to be taken for granted, but proved. 
God's Will not to impute Sin, that is, to diſcharge 
from it, is not to be confounded with Non- Tmputation, 
So his Will not to inpute Sin, and his Will not to pu- 


nh, 


Everlaſting Goſpel, vindicated, 9 


2iſh, are not altogether the ſame; for when he did ab- 


ſolutely will the latter, not to puniſh, he did in a Senſe 


will to impute Sin, viz. by his Law. 13 

But that God's Eternal Will to juſtify or pardon, or 
non-impute Sin, is not Fuſtification, I'll give Two 
Reaſons of my Thoughts as to this. 

1. That Act of God, or that Benefit which is not 
the Fruit of Chriſt's Death and Bloodſhed, is not 
Juſtification: But God's Will not to impute Sin, is 


not the Fruit of Chriſt's Death and Bloodſhed. There- 


fore it is not Juſtification, God, as Ged, abſolutely 


might love us, and give Chriſt for us, and unto us 


but God, as Lawgrver, could not be reconciled to us 
Sinners, nor juſtify us, but through Chriſt, and for his 
Sake. It is Certain God's Will was never procured to 
purpoſe this or the other, by the Death of Chriſt. As 
Cod, without the ſhedding of Blood, he might will to 
juſtify ; but, as Lawgiver,. he cannot juſtify but by the 
Blood of his Son. The whole Scripture makes it a 


- Redemption-Benefit, the Fruit of the Death of Chriſt. 


Rom. v. 9. Much more then, being now juſtified. How? 


By his Blood. Ver. 10. We were reconciled to God by 
the DEATH of his Son. c. iii. 24. Being N 
freely by his Grace, 1H R O' the REDEMPTION 


that is in FESUS CHRIST. It is laid down alfo 
negatively, Heb. ix. 22. Without ſhedding of Blood there 
is no Remiſſion. I cannot think therefore, that is the 
moſt accurate Account of Juſtification, or of Pardon, 
which lays it in ſomething that the Blood of CHRIST 
has no Concern in: It is not the Remiſſion ſpoken of 
here by the Apoſtle, Nor is Pardon of Sin any-where 
ſpoken of but as a Benefit coming in by Jeſus Chriſt, 
Juſtification is not only IN Chriſt, as Election is, but 
alſo for HIS Sake. Juſtification is a Redemption- 
Benefit ; and can be no otherwiſe from Eternity than 
Redemption is: For Redemption is the Cauſe, and 
Juſtification the Effect. We are juſtified thro? that 
Redemption. Not only all the Fruits and Es of 
Juſtification, but the Benefit 71/elf, is by Bliod, and 

| thro” 
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thro' the Virtue of Redemption. Let us keep it here 
then as the Apoſtle doth, even to Redemption. 

2. That Act of God which is no Diſcharge or Free- 
dom from the Law, or the Charge thereof, wherein 
God proceeds not by any external Rule as Lawgiver, is 
not Juſtification. But Gog's Will not to impute Sin to 
his Elect, is no Diſcharge from the Law, c. There- 
fore it is not Juſtification. Thoſe who are for Eternal 
Non-Imputation do ſpeak of a Diſcharge from the 
Law in Time, as the Thing willed by that Eternal Will. 
Very well; But what room for a Diſcharge, where 
God's Will was, that Sin ſhould never be imputed or 
charged? But if by God's Eternal Will not to impute 
Sin be meant, that he willed ta remove the Charge, 
and diſcharge the Sinner, then that Will, not being the 
Diſcharge itſelf, is not Juſtification, but only a Will to 
pardon and juſtify ; or at leaſt it leaves room for that 
which is truly Juſtification in Time, Let it but be 
known what is meant by God's Will not to impute 
Sin, and the Matter is quickly iſſued. For if it be in- 
tended, that God willed in no fort to impute Sin, it 
overthrows the Doctrine of the Imputation of Sin, and 
all that them ſelves ſay of a Diſcharge from the Law in 
Time: But if they mean (as I hope) a Will to transfer 

the Charge to another, and ſo remove it from the Sin- 
ner, and diſcharge him (which the Diſtinction of the 
Divine Will, and the thing willed, implies) ; then this 
fuppoſes that the Sinner was to come under ſome 
Charge, and then in Time to receive a Diſcharge, 
which is truly Juſtification, Howbeit, in eg opon 
this Will of Non-imputing, it is taken up in that Senſe, 
as if it were meant of a Will abſolutely in God never 
| in any way to impute Sin; and that Word Imputation 
1 is thunned, and Adam's Sin ſaid by them to overſpread, 
|| and be tranſmitted to his Seed. And thus when (I 
think) it is not intended, yet being thus taken up and 
| improved for the Advantage of the Controverſy with- 
out diſtinguiſhing; a Blind is put (perhaps) before their 
1 | N | aun, 
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en, and (doubtleſs) before the Eyes of others, This 
I take it in few Words unravels this Difficulty. 

But I return to the Argument. I cannot apprehend, 
that That Man, who is under the Charge, Sentence, 
and Curſe, of the Law, is juſtified. Let it be conſidered, 
It is only with reſpect to the Law, and our Tranſ- 
greſſion of it, and the Threatening thereof againſt 
Tranſgreſſors, that we needed a Juſtification by the 
Pardon of Sins, and Imputation of Righteouſneſs. 
Acts xiii. 39. By Him all that believe are juſtified from 


ALL THINGS, &c. that is, from All their SINS, 


W hatever is ſhort of a Diſcharge and Freedom from 
Sin, and the Law, will leave us ſhort of ſuch a Juſtifi- 
cation as Sinners need. Juſtification is the Act of God, 
as a Lawgiver, according to ſome declared Rule, For 
tho* Juſtification be defined ſometimes by thoſe Acts 
which are immanent in God, yet he proceeding by ſome _ 


external Rule in them, they are in effect tranſient, 
there being ſome tranſient legal Act paſſing upon us, 


or going forth towards us, without which our Juſtifi- 
cation is not complete. This Matter is clearly ſtated 
by that Great Man Dr. Goodwin, on Epheſ. Part 2. 
Page 297. There are (ſaith he) immanent Acts 


«© which lie in God's Breaſt, the Lord knows who are 


hig. And then there are Acts, which tho' they do 


ce reſide in God's Breaſt, wherein notwithſtanding he 
« doth proceed by a Rule external, as he is a Judge.” 


(7 would rather ſay as a Lawgiver, See Petto on the 


Covenant, p. 240.) „As now to give us the Right 
«© to Salvation, and to acquit us from Condemnation ; 
« jt is an Act merely in God's Breaſt, and conſiſts ix 
ce his Account; yet ſo as withal it is an Act relating to 
« an External Rule given forth, by which he doth 
«© this, even the Rule which he hath ſet in his Word. 
„pon that Account there is ſome legal Act that 


e paſſeth in our Hearts, upon which the Lord doth, as 


«© a Judge, acquit us.” The not conſidering of this 
Diſtinction, the Doctor takes to be one Ground of 
their 
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their Miſtake who are for Juſtification from Eternity. 
Hence he concludes, p. 299. that thoſe who ſay, Faith 
only ſerves for a Manifeſtation of Juſtification or Sal- 
vation, are miſtaken. : | 

Two Texts chiefly are urged, and argued upon, to 
prove this Eternal Will of God to be Fuſtification ; which 
it is neceſſary to ſpeak a little to. | 

The Fir}t is Rem, iv. 6. 8. compared with Pal. 
xxxii. I, 2. As David deſcribeth the Bleſſedneſs of the 
Man to whom the Lord imputeth Righteouſneſs without 
Morls, &c. Bleſſed is the Man to whem the Lord will 
not impute Sin. Here the Apoſtle is diſcourfing about 
4 gre And hence they urge that the Definition 

e gives thereof is, Gad's non-1mputing of Sin, and his 
imputing ef Righteouſneſs, Now theſe are taken to be 
Acts immanent in God, and Eternal. 

Anſw. 1. The Apoſtle gives not the leaſt Intima- 
tion that he ſpeaks here of a Benefit which was from 
Eternity. He does not ſay whoſe Sins never were im- 
puted, but whoſe Sins God will not impute. 

2. This Non-imputation I take to be a Diſcharge 
and Freedom from the Law. Tt is this only which is 
our Juſtification ; ſeeing that 7u/tification of Life is 
oppoſed to and removes that Condemnation which came 
by the Offence of one, Rom. v. 38. Thus therefore [ 
underftand it: „ Blefled is he who is not under the 
« Faw, but is redeemed from the Curſe thereof, 
©« whoſe Sin is not charged thereby (or which is all one) 
againſt whom that Charge is not in Force.” It is 
not Oe AvyiCega,, to whom God does will not to 
impute But s Meyionlai, will not (in the Future Tenſe) 
#mpute. So in the P/alm alſo. | 

3. The Account the Apoſtle gives of Juſtification in 
this Context, Rom. iv. 3-=9, is this; Fu/tification is 
am Att of God not imputing Sin, but imputing Righteouſ- 
neſs to 4 Man that warketh not, but believes an bim that 
juftifies the Ungodly, So that tho? theſe are immanent 
Acts in God's Breaſt, yet they do not make up the 

| complete 


is 
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complete Definition of the Apoſtle here without the 
Object, a Perſon exiſting, a believing Man, one whoſe 
Bleſſedneſs is deſcribed, not as free by God, but as 
enjoyed, as coming upon the Soul, Ver. 9. Thus in 
theſe immanent Acts God proceeds by an external 
Rule, and our Juſtification is not complete until there 
be fome tranſient Act paſſing out towards the Believer 
in Time. Sin ſuppofes a Law, and the Tranſgreſſion 
of it, alſo that the Tranſgreſſor was under it, and con- 
fequently under the Charge and Condemnation thereof. 
Forgiveneſs is the blotting out the Hand- writing, and 
difcharging the Debtor, It is a Fruit of Peace and 
Atonement made with God, as Lawgiver. Whatever 
the Thoughts of his Heart are, he is not ſaid to for- 
give, unleſs his Wrath is atoned, his Juſtice ſatisfied. 
His everlaſting Love is from himſelf ; but his Reconcilia- 
tion is thro” Chrift, and the Fruit of his Blood, 

The Second Text is Rom. viii. 33. I ho ſhall lay any 
thing to the Charge of God's Elect? Which ſeems as 
much as to ſay, No Elec: Perſon can be juſtly charged 
with Sin, or All Eledt Perſons are free from the Charge 
of Sin. The Propoſition 1s univerſal. 

Anſw. 1. Election is often put for Selection, or ſes 
parating by Calling. See //a. xiv. I. Ch. xlviii. 10. 
Selectum efficiam te, &. Fun. and Trem. Ezek, xx. 
5. John xv. 19. Thus it well accords with Ver. 30. 
foregoing, Whom be CALLED, them He Juſti fed. 
There's nothing juſtly to be laid to the Charge of God's 
Called ones, | | 

2. Be it fo, that a!! the Elect of God are intended 
(for I will not contend about it.) It is not merely in 
that they are elected that their Freedom lies, but in 
that God ju/tifies them; without determining here the 
May or the Time in which he does it. Whenever it is, 
his Juſtifying takes off all juſt Charges of Satan, of 
Conſcience, of the Law, of the World, Elegion is 
not Juſtification, they are diſtinguiſhed in 557; Text, 
The Apoſtle tells us, that God is ju/71/ving, 5 Sir210y, 
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or does 2 all his Elect, viz. in their Times; and 
all Charges. | 

3. Be it that all the Elect are juſtified, as indeed 
they are, my/iically in Chriſt their Head; it doth not 
follow they were ſo by a Non-Imputation of Sin from 
Eternity. The Apoſtle not only brings in God's juſtiſy- 
ing as a Relief againſt all Charges, but Chriſt's dying. 
As it follows, It is Chrift that died. And alſo his 1n- 
terceſſion, to ſhew that our perſonal Juſtification is in 
virtue thereof. The Freedom from the Charge of Sin 
and Condemnation which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, is a 
Fruit of the Death of Chriſt, as well as of Election ; 
and therefore is not that Eternal immanent Act of 
God's Will, which the Death of Chriſt did not at all 
procure, 5 | A 

II. A Second Way of ftating Juſtification from 
Eternity is to this Purpoſe : Jeſus Chriſt was a Surety 


| From Everlaſting ;, and his being bound, and becoming 


charged, was ipſo facto our Diſcharge. For it could 
not be, that both the Surety, and the Principal, ſnould 
ſtand charged at the ſame Time, for the ſame Debt. 

Anſw. 1. The Covenant of Redemption, or of 
Grace, as with Chriſt, is not that whereby Sin was 
charged, or laid upan Chriſt by the Father, and there- 
fore is not our Diſcharge. I own that Chriſt, as our 


| Surety, undertook on our Behalf in Eternal Covenant 


Tranſactions with the Father. But his being under the 
Lato of Mediation (if it may be called a Law) muſt be 
diſtinguiſhed from his being under the Law of Creation, 
or Mora! Law, which we had tranſgreſſed. Chrift's 
Eternal Covenant with the Father (as the Nature of 
the Thing declares) was, That he would become Man, 


would be under that Law which Man ſhould tranſgrels. 


Thus was he a Surety bound in due Time to pay the 
Debt, engaged by Covenant ſo to do, tho? not a Surety 


diſcharging that Office. The Charge of Sin on Chriſt 


was by the Law. And I think none ſhould venture to 


ay, That Chriſt was made under the Law from 


Eterni SO 


Sin, neither were we diſcharged, from Eternity. 


be redeemed from that we were not under. But the 


Conſideration of Redemption, as God's Will of non- 


poſes him to be made under the Law from Eternity, 


Matter. | 


and Pardon founded in Infinite Eternal Love, may be 
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Eternity. I am ſure the Scripture ſpeaks otherwiſe 
Gal. iv. 4, 5. In the Fulneſs of TIME God ſent fort 
his Son, made of a Woman, made under the Law. Thus 
the Father laid on him bur Tniquities, Iſa. Iii. 6, So that 
neither was he charged, or under any Imputation of 


2. Suretiſhip of this Sort, bringing the Charge on 
Chriſt from Eternity, would prevent our being undef 
the Law, and the Charge of Sin on us thereby, and 
conſequently Redemption therefrom ; for we need not 


Suretiſhip of Chriſt is the Foundation of our Redemp- 
tion from the Law, and Curſe thereof. CHRIST's 
antient Undertaking was not (to be ſure) preventive of 
the Fall, neither of Sin and Miſery thereby; but 4 
blefled Proviſion made to diſcharge a Debt when legally 
contracted, and to redeem from the Law in the Threat- 
ening and Curſe of it. It was only with reſpect to this 
that we needed any Redemption. 55 : 
The Sum is, That which is a Benefit above the Fall, 
as Acceptation in the Beloved, in CHRIST our Head; 
again, That which is a Benefit above and before the 


imputing Sin, can't fairly lay claim to this Name of 
Fuſtification. That Way which ſets it on equal Ground 
with San#ification, and other Benefits in Time, anſwets 
itſelf, and makes the Diſpute needleſs and frivolous, 
That which lays it on Chrilt's Eternal Suretiſhip ſup- 


which 1s not Truth ; and. us to have been diſcharged 
from the Law alſo from Eternity, and ſo never to have 
been under it in Time, which is a great Miſtake: 

To conclude, I would hint how far we may and 
ought to bear with others in their Thoughts about this 


If any think, God's viewing his Ele& in Chriſt, ap- 
poiating him to be a Surety, his Thoughts of Mercy 


called 


16 The Eternal Law, and 


called Juſtification as immanent in God, and do fo 
call it ; whiles they own the Imputation and Charge of 
Sin by the Law in Time, and conſequently a true 
Juſtification before God in Time, by the Application 
of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, they are to be borne withal, 
and there is no Danger in thus holding it. Yea, thoſe 
who ſhall deny ſuch Acts of Grace in God from Eter- 
nity, are much wider from the Truth than thoſe who 
thro? Miſtake call them by a wrong Name. Let Men 
enjoy their Thoughts about Eternal immanent Acts in 
God, provided theſe Things be held; it ſhould make 
no Breach in Brotherly Love. But becauſe I find not 
ſo much as once the Name of Juſtification applied to 
an Eternal Act of God, unleſs Rom. viii. 30. where it 
is evidently meant of his Purpoſe and Promiſe in Chriſt, 
I could wiſh it might be diſuſed, at leaſt in the Con- 
crete, as to ſay, We were juſtified from Eternity. 

But now when Men think that this is the higheſt 
Attainment of Goſpel-Light, to believe that we were 
juſtified from Eternity, and in conſequence thereof 
believe there was no Charge or Imputation of Sin by 
the Law in Time, and that there is no real Juſtification 
of a Sinner before God, but only a Manifeſtation of 
what was actually complete before; really this is a 
mighty unſafe unwarrantable way of ſtating Things : 
And however good People may be led into it, the 
Opinion itſelf is bad. Hence it would follow, that 
Sinners, in believing unto Righteouſneſs, are only to 
perſuade themſelves, that they were juſtified b-fore, even 
from Eternity; which is certainly a wrong and 
dangerous Way of directing the Exerciſe of Faith in 
poor Souls. We muſt therefore conſider how it is that 
Men hold in this Point. | 5 
The Work of the Miniſters of the Goſpel is not to 
perſuade Men, that their State is good while Unconvert- 

ed, and that they are juſtified and pardoned al- 

ready. We ought not to endeavour to prevent Con- 

victions, Awakenings, fleeing for Refuge, and —_ 
wit 


r 
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with Chriſt as miſerable condemned Sinners; but to 


promote them by ſetting forth the Miſery and Danger 
of a fallen State, and of continuing and dying Chriſt- 


leſs. Howbeit, the Deſign of the Goſpel is to hold 
forth Hope at firſt, and not to drive to Deſpair, butt 


draw Souls by Cords of Love. 


** he "4 Fn.” 00 


_ 


3 


CHAP, II. 


Of Juſtification in Chriſt, of the immediate 
Egfects of his Death, &c. 


HAT all the Elect of Ged were juſtified in Feſus 


Chriſt, their Surety-and Repreſentative, when he 
aroſe How the Dead, is a Doctrine that gives to Chriſt 
the Glory of finiſhing the Work he came into the 
World to do, ſecures the Honour of Grace in its ab- 
ſalute Freeneſs, and affords no ſmall Conſolation to 
Believers, This Truth is fo ſweetly and largely proved 
by Dr. Goedwin (Chrift ſet forth, F. 3. c. 4, 5.) that 


[ need add nothing to what he has ſaid, but refer the 
| Reader thereto. This doubtleſs is true concerning the 


Saints both of the Old and New Teſtament. The 
Old Teſtament Saints were juſtified before in their 
own Perſons, yet through the virtue of that Sacrifice 
which was to be offered. And now in CHRIST 
God juſtified his juſtifying of them in their own Per- 
ſons before, declaring that what was done before, was 
done thro' the Satisfaction now made by his Son. It 
was in their Name, on their Account and Behalf, and 
from their Sins, that Jeſus Chriſt was juſtified ; the 
Tranſgreſſions of the Old Teſtament having been kept in 
Store for him to redeem, or ſatisfy for, Heb. ix. 15. 
Thus did God ſhew forth his Righteouſneſs by the Re- 
miſſion of thoſe Sins that were C25 Rom. iii. 25. In 


like 
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like manner, It was in the Name, and on the Behalf, 
and from the Sins of the New Teſtament People of 
God, that Jeſus Chriſt was juſtified. But as perſonal 
Tuſtification, and Juſtification in Chriſt, were clearly 
diſtin as to the Saints of the Old "Teſtament, ſo are 
they diſtinct as to the Saints of the New. As to theſe 
latter, their perſonal Juſtification follows in Time; 
and as to both, it is the Effect of their Juſtification i 
CHRIST. | 

Now that the Ele& were juſtified in Chriſt when he 
aroſe from the Dead, is clear from hence : 

I. That the Lord Jeſus Chrift was juſtified from Sin, 
from the Charge of the Law. That he was juſtified, 
the Scripture is exprefs. It is one Branch of the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. iti. 16. that Chrift was 
juſtified in the Spirit. A Myſtery indeed, that the 
holy, undefiled, tinleſs Son of God ſhould be juſtified 
from the Charge of Sin, as one numbered among 
Tranſgreſſors. There was this Myſtery in it, that 
he was juſtified from the Sins of others, and they 
were juſtified in him. He was juſtified in the Spirit, 
or by the Spirit, whereby he was quickened and raiſed 
from the Dead, Rom. i. 4. 1 Pet. iii. 18. It was this 
the Lord Chriſt gloried in, as he is brought in by the 
Prophet, 1/a. J. 8. He is near that juſtifies me, who 
will contend with me? Ver. q. Who is he that ſhall 
condemn me? Here is a Challenge made to all Enemies, 
Men, Devils, the Law, &c. in the Faith of God's 
juſtifying him from all Accuſations and Charges, among 
which is the Imputation of our Sins ; and it is with a 
holy Triumph over all, This Triumph the Apoſtle 
Paul takes up on the Behalf of God's Elect, and 
Chriſt's redeemed ones, Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who hall 
lay any thing to the Charge of God's El: ? It is God 
that juſtifies. The Comfort is fetched from the ſ-me 
that Chriſt comforted himſelf with. For the Elect 
were concerned in CHRIS T's Juſtification. 1 

OW 


Everlaſting Goſpel, vindicated. 19 

Now if Chriſt was juſtified from Sin, it muſt be 
from our Sins, unleſs it were only from a falſe Charge, 
as of wicked Men, or the like; but it was from a 
Law Charge of our Sins, for he was without Sin. 
This appears hence, GO D's juftifying him anſwers to 
his laying Sin upon him. God the Father laid our 
Iniquity upon him. There muſt be a Diſcharge or 
Juſtifying of him. For he was made under the Law, 
was made Sin, bore our Sins, and was made a Curſe for 
us, Gal. iv. 4. 2 Cor. v. 21. 1 Pet. ii. 24. Gal. iii. 13. 
He muſt therefore be juſtified as our Surety. 

Now this was not only in purſuance of the Law of 
Mediation, as an Acknowledgement that he had fulfil- 
led that: For the Imputation of Sin to him was by the 
Moral Law. For he was made under the Law, to re- 
deem them that were under the Law : It is the ſame 
Law which we were under, and are redeemed from, 
that CHRIS T was made under. Chriſt then was 


| juſtified from our Sins, which were imputed to him. 
And really I am very apt to underſtand that Text, 


Rom. vi. 7. to this Purpoſe. It may be read moſt 
agreeably to the Original, He who died has been juſtified 


from Sin. And ſo it is an Argument that we ſhould 


die to Sin becauſe Chriſt died for Sin, and was diſ- 


charged therefrom, in the virtue whereof wwe /ball live 


with him. 

2. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was juſtified as a common 
Perſon, as repreſenting the whole Number of the Ele. 
Unleſs he were a common Perſon, he could not 
anſwer 4 DA 1 his Type. Rom. v. 14. ho was the 
Type of him that was to come. That is, Adam was the 
Iype of Chriſt, Hence the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
called, the Laſt Adam, the Second Man, 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
47. The Firſt Man ſtood for all his Seed; the Second 
Man for all his ſpiritual Seed. In their Name he obeyed, 
in their ſtead he died. And when he ded for Sin as a 
common Perſon, he was ju/tified alſo from Sin as a 
common Perſon, And as ſuch he took Poſſeſſion of 

Cc2 Glory, 
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Glory. Tf it were then as a common Perſon that Chrift 


was juſtified ; his Seed, his Ele, were juſtified in him; 


even as when Adam ſinned as a common Perſon, all ſin- 
ned in him, and were condemned in his Condemnation. 

What Sort of Juſtification then is this pleaded for ? 
T anſwer, it is Virtual, or if you will, Actual. Virtual, 


and fo oppoſed to Afual- Perſonal. It is Afnal in 
Chriſt, and Virtual as to us. To ſay Virtual Fuſftifi- 


tation in Chriſt is a Plzonaſm, or ſpeaking the ſame 
Thing twice, [In him] is a Limitation, and is op- 
poſed to ¶ In our own Perſons]. In him it is Actual. 
Therefore to ſpeak accurately, We ſhould ſay, ju/?ified 
in him, or juſtified virtually: For theſe are the ſame. 
Such a Juſtification in CHRIST cannot be denied, I 
verily think, without the Denial of his Saretiſbip, and 
the proper Imputation of Sin to him, and of his being a 
common Perſon, in dying and riſing again. | 

Howbeit, This is not our perſonal Diſcharge from 


the Law, It doth indeed include a Diſcharge as in 


Chriſt our Head and Repreſentative ; but there is ſome- 
what further in our Per ſonal Juſtification. I confeſs, 
this Matter is not eaſy to be explained. But till I can 
ſee clearer, I reſolve it thus; There is a Diſcharge 
from the formal Obligation of the Law ; and a Diſcharge 
from the ſentential Condemnation thereof; which latter 
reſpects our viſible ſtanding in the Firſt Adam. The 
former is our Juſtification in Chriſt, the latter is our 
perſonal Juſtification, which is thro' Chriſt, We muſt 
be acquitted, diſcharged, and ſet free in our own Per- 


ſons, as well as in our Head. There is moreover De- 


Hiverante from Puniſhment, which belongs to Juſtifica- 
tion. Chriſt hath purchaſed, that we be delivered 
from what is come upon us, and that what we have 
further deſerved be prevented. To me it ſeems clear, 
that the State of Spiritual Death, Blindneſs of Mind, 


Hardneſs of Heart, &c. are Puniſhments, as an Exe- 


cution in Part of the Curſe of the Law. Now in per- 
ſonal Juſtification theſe Chains are knccked off, and 
1 — d | the 
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the Soul is taken out of the Hands of the Law as to 
this Part of its Curſe, thro* the Redemption of Chrift. 
And he is no longer under the Power of Sin, becauſe 
not under the Law, which held him there by its Curſe ; 
but ander Grace, which juſtifies and frees therefrom. 
This, in Point of Time, is not an immediate Effect 
of the Death of Chriſt. A Diſcharge from the formal 
Obligation of the Law to Eternal Death and Condem- 
nation before God is in Time an immediate Effect of 
Chriſt's Death. The Ele, for whom Chriſt has been 
condemned, can never eventually come into Condem- 
nation, He [hath] redeemed us from the Curſe of the 
Law. He came to redeem them that were under the 
Law, Gal. iii. 13. c. iv. 5. It was his Work, and he 
hath done it, The Price is paid. But the actual De- 
liverance from the Curſe is the Fruit of Redemption. 
So that an ele& Unbeliever being in the Firſt Adam as 
to his viſible and indeed real Covenant State of Sin 
and Miſery, and as to his Nature and Frame (however 
ſecretly as to his Perſon ſtanding in Chriſt it is other- 
wiſe) the Law hath a Sentence and Charge againſt him, 
according to the declared Rules of the Word : And in 
this reſpe& the Diſcharge of the Debt is not formally 
the Diſcharge of the Debtor, There is not indeed a 
formal Obligation to Death in the Law Iying upon 
him conſidered as a redeemed Perſon before God, But 
{till there muſt be a perſonal Juſtification and Diſcharge 
in particular from that ſentential Condemnation ; and 
Freedom from Spiritual Death as the Curſe of the Law. 
Their Surety has a Diſcharge on the behalf of his 
Elect, that they ſhall never be required to pay their 
own Debt : But they have not a Diſcharge till the ap- 
pointed Time. Till then the Threatening and Curſe 
lie upon them, and the [/rath of God (Law-Wrath) 
abides on them. He that believes on him 1s not condemned, 
but he that believes not is condemned already, John iii. 
18. Not adjudged to Hell as final Unbelievers are 
but their whole Covenant-State in Adam, their State 
Cc 3 05 
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of Unbelief, and their Perſons vi/fibly are condemned 
by the Law, for it is already, and therefore not by the 
ofpel. The Reaſon given, becauſe he has not believed 
en the Name of the only-begotten Son of God, agrees to 
_ ele and redeemed Unbelievers as well as others. The 
Affirmation therefore in the former Part of this Text 
belongs to them, as well as the Confirmation in the latter. 
Again, John iii. 36. He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlaſting Life : And he that believeth not the Son ſhall 
not ſee Life ; but the Wrath of Gad abideth on him. It 
is indeed the final Unbeliever who ſhall never ſee Life, 
and on whom the Wrath of God abideth. But then 
it is ſpoken in Oppoſition to the State of Believers, on 
whom this Wrath abideth not. And then this Word 
Labideth] ſignifies, that this was the common State of 
all. Thus this Text will prove what it is uſually urged 
for. Spiritual Death and Law-Condemnation of that 
State, are the Wrath that as yet abides on Elect Un- 
believers. And it may be ſaid, while as yet it appears 
not that they are Elect, that this will fink them to the 
loweſt Hell without the Juſtification of Life, and 
quickening renewing Grace. 5 
Having ſhewu that the Elect are juſtified in Chriſt, 
and how this differs from our perſonal Juſtification, I 
would (as not improper in this Place) ſpeak a little of 
the immediate Effects of CHRIS T's Death, | 
I think verily then it may not be denied by an Anti- 
Arminian, that the Death of Jeſus Chriſt was an Hatual 
Reconciliation and Atonement made with God, an 
Az#tual Satisfaction made to his Juſtice, an Actual Re- 
demption of the Elect: Not a Redemption which 
might have been inſifſicient, and which upon our Ful- 
filling of Conditions ſhould become actually and truly 
Redemption. It was Redemption in a way of Price, 
the Effects whereof are infallible in due Lime, a peri- 
fonal Diſcharge, Deliverance from the Law and Sin, 
Holineſs and Eternal Life. And albeit we my ſpeak 


of the Application of Redemption in {ome of the eneßte 
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of it; yet it is (I conceive) by no means proper to ſpeak 


of the Application of Satis/afion or of Neconciliation 


and Atonement (which are the ſame thing); for this is 
made with God, and terminates in him : It is therefore 
never applied t us, altho' we receive the Fruits and 


Benefits, and come under the Manifeſtations thereof. 


Mr. Baxter ( Aphor. Theſ. g. p. 44.) reckons it a 


mighty Difficulty to/ determine, what is the immediate 
Effect of the Death of Chriſt. And the Truth is, I 


know no immediate Effect of it according to his Scheme, 
unleſs it be Salvabiliiy, by the Abrogation of the Old 
Law, or laying it afide, and the Purchaſe of a New 
Law, that Men may fave themſelves by keeping 
thereof, 5 | 

But the Matter from the Scripture is not ſo difficult. 
Satisfaction, Reconciliation actually made, or the Purge- 
ing of our Sins; an Everlaſting Righteouſneſs actually 
brought in, and prepared for God's Elect ; the Purchaſe 
of the choſen Generation; and laſtly, an Actual Purchaſe 
made, by the Actual Payment of the Price of all the 
Benefits which pertain to Salvation : Theſe Things are 
immediate Effects of Chriſt's Death in point of Time. 
Regeneration, Perſonal Juſtification, Faith, Repent- 
ance, Holineſs, Perſeverance, Comfort, with Eternal 
Glory; Theſe are immediate Effects thereof in point of 
Cauſality, tho* not of Time. They depend upon the 
Death of Chriſt, as the ſole Meritorious Cauſe of 
them; not as a remote, but the next immediate Cauſe, 


tho? given in a wiſe Order, and at the Time appointed 


by the Father. Atonement is always reckoned in the 
Levitical Law as the immediate Effect of the Prieſt's 
offering Sacrifice for the Offender : Lev. vi. 7. And 


i is the Blood that makes Atonement for the Soul, Ch. 


Xvii. IT. And ſhall we be doubtful whether the Blood 
of the Son of God hath this immediate Effet ? Or 
whether more-is not aſcribed to the Type, than agrees 
to the glorious Antitype ? When the Apoſtle takes it 
up ſo joyfully, with ſuch Advantage to the Blood of 
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GOD. Heb. ix. 14. How much more ſhall the Blood :f 
CHRIST, &c: For the immediate Effects of the 
Death of Chrift, ſee Dan. ix. 24. Mattb. iii. 17. 
Col. i. 20. Heb. i. 3. Ch. ix. 12. 26. The Purchaſe 
is made, the Price is paid both for Grace and Glory. 
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CH Ar. III. 


Of Perſonal Juſtification, or of Juſtification 
by ſome real Fuſtifying Act of God at 


Believing, 


S I approve not the maintaining ſo rigidly of 

Juſtification by Faith, as to deſtroy or overthrow 
the Juſtification of the Elect in CHRIST their 
Head before Faith ; becauſe it is in the virtue hereof 
that we ever have Faith, or receive God's juſtifying 
Sentence thereby: So neither can I like ſuch a ſtating 
and maintaining Juſtification before Faith, as excludes 
God's juftifying Act in and by Faith on Chriſt. 

That there is at or upon Believing ſome true and 
real Act of God towards the Soul, which is not merely 
a Manifeſtation of what was done before, but is truly 

Fuſtification ; this is my Work to evince in this Chap- 
ter. And, 1 

I. I argue, That is Fuftification to which the Defini- 
tion of it belougs But the Definition of it belongs to 
ſome declared Act or Sentence of God, Dr. Ames's 
Definition of Juſtification ( Medul. Theol, I. 1. c. 27. 
§. 6.) ſeems to me both accurate and ſcriptural. 
“ Tuſtification (faith he) is a gracious Sentence of 
&«& God, by which, for the Sake of Chrift apprehended 
« by Faith, he abſolves a Believer from Sin and 
« Death, and accounts him righteous unto Life.” 
Rom. iii. 22. 24. Ile addeth, $6 1 is the pronouncing 

0 of 


« of a Sentence, as the Uſe of the Word declares.“ 


Releaſe, 1 and ſetting at . It is God's 
e 


are neither Condemnation, nor Juſtification; but his 


Will of God concerning particular Perſons. Rom. iii. 


undo all and upon all them that believe, c. iv. 23, 24: 
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Prov. xvii. 15. To which add Deut. xxv. 1. A Sen- 
tence of Abſolution in a judiciary Way, declaring a 
Man juſt and righteous in CHRIST, is more than a 
manifeſting an antecedent Juſtification, It is an actual 


AQ, and is a Juſtifying Act towards the Soul. The 
inward Thoughts of the Judge concerning a Criminal, 


paſſing or declaring Sentence according to Law, is ſo. 

I grant, 1. That God's imputing the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, and accepting us as righteous in his Sight, 
are Juſtifying Acts of God: So that I don't ſay it is 
only a Sentence, or declared Diſcharge, 

2. That the Righteouſneſs of CHRIS T was ac- 
cepted for the Elect before Faith, and accounted by 
God as wrought out for them, and for no other. Fot 
as Chrift fulfilled it, ſo the Father accepted it: But 
Chriſt fulfilled it for his Ele. God looked upon them 
as the Men for whom it was wrought, If this be Im- 

utation, it muſt be owned to be before Faith. Nor do 

know why it may not bear that Name. But this per- 
tains to our myſtical Juſtification in CHRIST, 
which is guided by the ſecret Will of God. But now 
God's viewing and accepting a Soul as new cloathed 
with the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, by the applying 
Work of the Spirit ; this is Imputation which belongs 
to our Perſonal Juſtification, and follows the revealed 


22. The Righteouſneſs of God, by Faith of Feſus Chriſt, 


Now it was written not for his Sake alone, that it was 
imputed to him ; but for us alſo, to whom it SHA LL 
be imputed, if we believe, &c. Imputation here is God's 
looking upon a Man as actually cloathed with Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, and dealing with him as one who is ſo, 
Rem. v. 19. By the Obedience of one many SH AL I. 

. 


26 e Eternal Law, and 


be made righteous. There muſt be an applying Work 
of the Spirit, and Men may not flatter themſelves, that 
they are juſtified, or ſhall be ſaved, without Faith. 

3. I grant, That the Goſpel-Promiſe or Covenant 
of Grace, is a declared Sentence concerning the Elec, 
as ſecretly they ſtand in CHRIST), not known to 
us, But moreover, there is a declared Sentence con- 
cerning Believers in a Goſpel-Promiſe running to them, 
Atts x. 43. I boſoever believes on him ſhall receive the 
Remiſjion of Sins. c. xiii, 39 By him every one that be- 
lieveth is juſtified, &c, Here is the external Rule or In- 
firument of Juſtification, and therein the characterized 
Perſons are Believers. This is the Sentence of God in 
his Word, and a declared Diſcharge. 

Dr. Ames further teaches, ub! Sub. F. 9. This 
„ Sentence was, (I.) As it were conceived by the De- 

5 cree of juſtifying, Gal. iii, 8. (2.) It was pro- 
£« nounced in Chriſt our Head, when he arofe from 
„the Dead, 2 Cor. v. 19. (3). It is virtually pro- 
5 neunced from that firſt Relation which ariſes from 
& Faith wrought, Rom. viii. x. (4.) It is expreſly 
„% pronounced by the Spirit of God, witnefling with 
« qur Spirits our Reconciliation with God.“ I would 
rather ſay (with Submiſſion), This gracious Sentence is 
expreſly and actually pronounced at firſt believing, tho? 
not heard and perceived by the Soul, which is, when by 
the Spirit's Teftimony we receive in the Conſcience 
more fully the Juſtifying Sentence of God. The con- 
ceiving of the Sentence in the Mind of God, this 
great Man doth nat call Juſtification, but he ealls it 
the Decree thereaf, And the declaring the Sentence is 
that he defines. to be Juſtification, This is ordinarily 
intended by the e, of a Sinner in Scripture, 
and to this the Definition of Juſtification (as being a 
Forenſic Term) doth properly belong. Here is the 
giving and receiving Remiſſion, and ſuch an Abſolution 
paſſing upon the Soul as was not before, 47s v. 31. 


C. K. 43. | - 


bh 


| Houſe of Judah. So c. x. 16. This is the Covenant that 
4 will make with Them. He ſpeaks of it as a thing 


Covenant, Ezek. xx. 37. It is a bringing+*Souls under 


cation is one), which they poſſeſſed not before. They 
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II. If there is ſome Fuſtiſying At of God paſſing 


upon a Man when he believes, then that is the true and 
very Time of his Perſonal Fuſtiſication. But the former 
is true, therefore the latter. Here, 

1. Our being in Covenant is the Rule and Meaſure 
of our Juſtification, So far as Men are under the 
Covenant of Grace, ſo far they are juſtified. Now 
God makes Covenant with Souls at Bclieving in their 
own Perſons, Inviting Souls to believe and come to 
Chriſt, God promiſes, /a. Iv. 3. 7 will make an 
everlaſting Covenant with you. He don't ſay with 
1 but with you. Which ſhews the Vanity of 
thoſe who would have it, that God never makes Cove» 
nant with his Ele& in their own Perſons, but only 
with Chriſt for them, and with them, in Chriſt. 
This Covenant indeed contains the ſure Mercies of 
David, thoſe ſure Covenant-Mercies given us before 
in Jeſus Chriſt, Thus it is with them hrs? Chriſt, 
but Kill it is with hm. See alſo Heb. viii. 8. I wil? 
make a Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and with the 


Future. Behold the Days come : And after theſe Days, 
faith the Lord, &c. And it is with them perſonally, 
As he covenanted with Chriſt for us, ſo he cevenants 
with us thro' Chriſt. Alſo Rom. xi. 27. and thro' the 
Scripture. This is that bringing into the Bond of the 


the Influences of the Covenant of Grace, and unto a 
Participation of the Bleſſings thereof (of which Juſtifi- 


were indeed ſecretly, as involved in Chriſt, in the Co- 
venant of Grace before, and fo virtually juſtified, or 
(which is all one) juſtified n him. This (I confeſs) 
Men are backward to own, or at leaſt, to inſiſt upon: 
But it is no Contradiction to God's Covenanting with 


us, and juſtifying us by Faith. | | 
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2. Juflification follows our Laion with Chriſt. Now 
as there is a Legal or Repreſentatiug Union of the 
Elect in Chriſt, which infers their being juſtified in him ; 
$a there is a vital and influential Union brought about 
at Believing. The spirit's Wort of Faith effects and 
brings it about; Believing, or the Ac of Faith, is the 
jnſtantaneous Fruit thereof; and this completes our 
Aarriage-Lnion with Chriſt. Now there is no Con- 
demnation to them who are in Chrift Feſus, Rom. viii. I, 
It is the vital Union he ſpeaks of here: For it follows, 
M bo walk not after the Fl „ but after the Spirit, To 
theſe there is no Condemnation. There is an Implan- 
tation into Chriſt, as the Scion is engrafted into the 
Stock, at the Inſtant of Believing. Rom. xvi. 7. IVho 
was in Chriſt before me, 2 Cor. v. 17. If any Man 
be in Chrijt, he is d new Creature, Moſt certainly, 
this js not a mere Manifeſtation of what was before, 
but it is a further Benefit; tho' the former will brin 
about the latter. For without that Union in CHRIS 
(as the Repreſentative and Repreſented are Qne in 
Law), which is before Faith, Souls could never be vi- 
tally and ſavingly united 2wth and 72 Chriſt 7h Faith. 

3. Juſtification goes with our Pin of CHRIST, 
That is, All Bleſſings of the Covenant go with him, 
There is indeed a ſecret Gift the Father has made of 
Chriſt to all the Ele, which eſtabliſhes that ſecret 
Unjon and Juſtification before pleaded for. But there 
is a further Benefit, to wit, a having «of the Son. 1 
Jobn v. 12. He that hath the SON, hath Life ; 
which is to be interpreted by 2 John 9. There we 
ſee it is the Believer that hath Chriſt. And he that 
bath Chriſt, hath the Juſtification of Life. For all 
Grace goes with Chriſt, Rom. viii. 32. Now in none 
of theſe Inſtances is there only a Morſifation of what 
was before, but a farther Grace and Benefit, 3 

4. Believers have a farther Diſcharge from the Law, 
and are not fo under the Sentence of Condemnation 
therein az Unbelievers, tho' Ele, It is true, {he 
| a 


muſt ſtand to that Rule of the Apoſtle, Rom. iii. ty: 


_ Goſpel, are not under the Law, and fo not concerned 


. 


6. Gal. iii. 10. And tho' the Law conſiders Men not 


cation in Chriſt. The Application thereof actually 
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Law (in a fort) condemns Men for their Sins tho? 
Believers : But they are not under the Condemnation 
thereof, becauſe they are not ander the Law. We 


What things ſoever the Law ſaith, it ſaith to them w 
are under the Law. Believers, being juſtified by the 


in what it ſaith, as to its Threatening and Curſe, They 
are indeed under its Precept to Chriſt, 1 Cor. ix. 21. 
and fo are concerned in what it ſaith. Now Un- 
believers, tho' Ele& (I conceive), ate under the Law in 
ſome farther Senſe than Believers, Rom. vii. x. 4, 5, 


as Believers or Unbelievers ; yet Believers are not 
under its Condemnation. And tho? Believers have no 
mote Advantage by the Law than Unbelievers : Yet 
they bave this Privitege by CHRIST), that they are 
redeemed from the Law, and delivered from its Curſe, 
It is all one in point of Privilege, whether the Law 
condemns not at all, or whether its Condemnation is 
turned off from the Perſon, that he is not at all under 
it, which is the Privilege only of Believers. Briefly, 
Redemption puts a Difference between ſome and others 
with reſpect to the Law, tho' Election does not. The 
Application of Redemption puts a further Difference. 
Redemption infers, and belongs to, our Myſtical Juſtifi- 


frees and diſcharges the Believer from the Law, which 
is our Perſonal Juſtification, Gal. iii. 13. c. iv. 5. with 
Rom. vii. 6. I diſtinguiſh therefore between being re- 
deemed from the Law, and being delivered and freed 
therefrom. This latter is the Fruit of the former. 
So that tho' the Law in a ſort charges and condemns 
all as Sinners ; yet there are ſome peculiarly redeemed 
therefrom ; viz. All the Ele&t : And there are ſome 
peculiarly and perſonally diſcharged, even All the 
Called ones of God. Then is the Law as a cancelled 
Bond, that tho' it ſpeaks the ſame, yet it is of no 
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Efficacy. The ſentential Condemnation of the Law is 
after a ſort in Foro Dei, in God's Sight; for hereon are 
they ſaid to be guilty before GOD: And hence our 
Perſonal Juſtification by Faith is in the Sight of God, 
Rom. iii. 19. Gal. iii. 11. . 

5. Believers are under the juſtifying Diſcharge of 
the Goſpel or Covenant of Grace. The New Cove- 
nant is a juſtifying abſolving Sentence to all that are 
under it. Heb. viii. 12. Ch. x. 16, 17. I have ſhewn 
already that Believers are brought into the New Cove- 
nant, and to ſuch a Participation of the Bleſſings and 
Benefits of it as is not the Privilege of Unbelievers. 
This gracious Sentence is God's pardoning Act, which 
Mr. Petto ſtands much upon in his excellent Book of 
the Covenant, Ch. 10. and 11. p. 239, Sc. The 
juſtifying Sentence of the Goſpel or New Covenant, 
which Believers are under, is oppoſed to that condemn- 
ing Sentence which is in the Law. When Souls are 
brought under this Covenant, then the filthy Garments 

are taken away, and they are cloathed with Change of 
Raiment, as is repreſented in Zechariah's Viſion, Ch. 
iii. 4. Then is ſuch a Soul cloathed with the Sun, with 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST), and fo looked upon, 
and fo dealt with, by God. | ; | 

Now theſe ſeveral Acts (if indeed they are divers) 
mentioned in the foregoing Particulars are together and 
at once in Order of Time. 

But this gives Occaſion to the diſcuſſing Two Points 
here of no ſmall Difficulty, which I ſhall do with all 
convenient Brevity. _ 

Q. 1. Whether Juſtification or Sanctification doth 
precede, and bold the firſt Place? The Inquiry is con- 
cerning Juſtification, which is at Believing, and by Faith. 

I anſwer, Without the Uſe of Terms or Names 
which may be diſputable, the Matter (I conceive) ſtands 
thus. The Spirit of Life from Chri/r, in bis Name, 
and in the virtue of his ſatisfying atoning Blood, comes 
upon the Soul, whom he finds under the Curſe, 2 

=: | == "Pp 


by the Law in Spiritual Death, and as in that State 


Efficacy brought home by the Spirit, or the Spirit in 


obtain the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST as ſomewhat 


and that is bringing nigh the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


ter, Deed, or Inſtrument, of Juſtification. And this 
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under the Sentence of Eternal Death : The Blood 
pleads a oy oak. the Soul muſt be a Priſoner no 
ſonger; this Blood and Righteouſneſs in its Virtue and 


the virtue thereof, begets a Principle of living Faith in 
the Heart, which immediately, being led and guided 
by the Spirit, looks to the Obedience and Blood of 

hriſt for Pardon of Sin, Acceptance with God, a 
healed Conſcience, and Eternal Life : Thus believing 
on him, the Soul ſtands under the diſcharging Sen- 
tence of the Covenant of Grace, which Juftifes him 
that believes in Faſus. It is in the Virtue of forgiving 
Grace that we are quickened when dead. Col. ii. 12, 
13. Heb.. viii. 10, It, 12. I will put my Laws into 
their Mind, &c. FOR their Sins and Iniquities I will 
remember no more. We have not firſt Faith, and fo 


at a Diſtance from us ; But that 1 1s brought 

nigh, and thro' it we obtain precious Faith, 2 Pet. i, 1, 
There is then ſome juſtifying Act of God at the very 

Time of Converſion which precedes all Acts of Faith, 


opening the Priſon-doors, and abſolving from the 
Curſe of Spiritual Death. This Part of Juſtification 
may be called Conſtitutive. 

There is alſo a juſtifying Act which in Order of 
Nature fellows Faith, and this is the Sentence of the 
New Covenant, diſcharging, acquitting, and declaring 
righteous, Thus the Covenant of Grace is the Char- 


Part thereof may be called Declarative. Not becauſe 
it only declares a Man juſtified : For Juſtification is 
truly, and according to Scripture, defined thereby, 

+ Now fo far as Juſtification precedes Faith, ſo far it 
does precede Sanctification, and (I think) no farther, 
And how far Faith is the Inſtrument of, or goes before 
Juſtification 3 doubtleſs fo far Sanctiſication- goes before 

| | Juſtification. 
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Juſtification. For Faith belongs to the New Creature, 
and is a Branch of Sanctification 2s truly as Love, or 
any other Grace. Howbeit, as God fitſt received the 
Atonement at the Hand of Chriſt, and then gives us 
his Spirit; and as Chriſt firſt acted towards God as a 
Prieſt making Peace with him, and then towards us as 
a Prophet and King to ſubdue us to God; fo Faith, 
following the ſame Order, firſt looks to the Prie/thoed, 
then to. the Kingly Office of Chriſt, O the Blood of 
CHRIST for Pardon, is that which the trembling 
guilty Soul wants! And then comes in a Conviction how 
in and Satan muſt be dethroned, and Chriſt's King- 
dom ſet up in the Heart, Faith, ſo Toon as wrought, 
acts towards the Blood of Jeſus to receive the juſtify- 
ing Sentence of God ; then it turns inward, and as a 
Principle of SanRification purifies the Heart and Life. 
Rem, iii. 25. Faith in his Blood, Acts xv. 9. Faith that 
prrifies the Heart. 
Juſtification then, as it is the Application of the 
Righteoufneſs of Chriſt, in the Spirit's working Faith, 
hath an unbelieving w2gadly Man for its Object: As 
it is an Acquittance or declaring Righteous, fo it has a 
Believer for its Object. Rem. iv. 5. God who juſtifies 
the Ungedly, c. iii. 26, The Fuſtifier of him wha believes 
in 175 But neither of theſe is adequately and fully 
Juſtification without the other, Nor is there any In- 
terval of Time between them, The Inquiry, I bether 
Fuſtification or Sanctificatien be firſt, is not neceſſarily 
concerning Time, hut the Order of Nature, and Con- 
nexion of the things themſelves, Nor is it concerning 
Progreſſive SanQitication hut {ritzal, viz, a Sanctifying 
Vork of the Spirit or Regeneration, 

While this is ſtrictly kept to, and thoſe Juſtiſying 
Acts of God which are before Faith are allowed, it 
ought tu be no more offteniive to ſay (which Dr. Goad- 
voin maintains) that Sanctification precedes * 
tion, than when the Apoſtle fets Calling firſt, IM hom 
be called; them he all ;n/iified, Rom. viii. 30. A San 

| N | ctifying 
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ctifying Work cannot be /eparated, nay, nor diſtin- 
guiſbed from Effectual Calling, or the Work of Faith. 
Vet becauſe Men are apt to think that zhat which 
precedes hath ſome cauſal Influence upon that which 
follows ; and becauſe Sanctification is moſfly underſtood 


of a Progreſſive Work; and laſtly, becauſe Faith firſt 


looks to the Blood of Chriſt, and thence fetches Virtue | 
to purify the Heart: It is neceſſary to ſpeak of Juſtifi- 


cation as preceding SanClification. Our Juſtification 
hath a cauſal Influence into our Sanctification; but 
SanCtification hath not a cauſal Influence into. Juſtifica- 
tion, The Application of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs has 
an Influence even into initial Sanctification; it is in 


the Virtue of the Juſtifying Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
now applied, that any Soul believes. The juſtifying, 
acquitting Sentence itſelf received by Faith, has an In- 


fluence into Progreſſive Sanétification, tho? I think in 
Order of Nature, it follows Calling or the Vor of 
Faith. | LT | 

Therefore when Men by San#ification going firſt, 
mean, that it is in prt our Juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 


and that Juſtification depends thereon, it is injurious to 


Grace, and I'll not grant it them in that Senſe : But 
when it is intended only that Perſonal Juſtification 
completed follows Calling in Order of Nature, I agree 
thereto : But God's Gift and applying of Chriſt is be- 
fore our receiving him, and his revealing Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs before our apprehending it, in Order of 
Nature. Ps - | 

Qt. 2. Whether a Believer is at once juſtified from all 
Sins, even from thoſe which are future,, or hereafter to 
be committed? | bp BY 


Anſw. Dr. Ames has very well ſtated 'this Matter. 
Med. Theol. c. 27. F. 23, 24, 25. The Sins of the 


{© juſtified (faith he) are remitted, not only thoſe that 
are paſt, but alſo, in ſome ſort, thoſe that are to 
come. Numb. xxiii. 25. He beboldeth not Iniguity in 
% Jacob, nor ſeeth Perverſeneſs in Iſrael, becauſe Ju- 
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*< ſtification leaves no Place to Condemnation, Jobn v. 
24. He that believeth hath Eternal Life, and ſhall 
<< not come into Condemnation, and certainly and im- 
«© mediately entitles to Eternal Life. Alſo all that 
«© Remiſſion which was in Chriſt prepared for us, 
« Juſtification makes it actually ours; neither can Sins 
<< paſt and preſent be wholly and fully remitted, unleſs 
« alſo thoſe which are future be in ſome ſort remitted. 
„This is nevertheleſs the Difference, that Sins paſt 
<< are remitted by formal Application, but future vir- 
© tually only: Sins paſt, in themſelves ; Sins future, in 
< the Subject or Perſon ſinning. Nevertheleſs Be. 
< miſſion of Sins is aſked daily by the juſtified. (1.) Be- 
c cauſe the Continuation of this Grace is neceſſary to 
4 them. (2.) That the Senſe and Manifeſtation of 
<< it may be more and more perceived, as particular 
4e Sins require. (3.) That the Execution of that 
c Sentence, which was pronounced in Juſtification it- 
« ſelf, may be ripened and promoted.” Whether we 
ſay, Future Sins are pardoned virtually, or a Pardon is 
laid in with reſpe& to them, or that they are pardoned 
actually of Courſe as they are actually committed; it 
comes much to one, and there ought to be Allowance 
for Mens different way of Expreſſion. Butt, 
1. If God charges and imputes future Sins, which 
are preſent to him, when he juſtifies a Sinner from paſt 
Sins, then the Believer is not perfectly juſlified in his 
Sight. This 1 can by no means grant. It makes 
Juſtification imperfect and gradual. But when they are 
reſent to the Eye of his Omniſcience, they ſtand not 
ors the Eye of his vindictive Juſtice, nor ever ſhall. 
Bleſſed is he whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin 
is covered, Bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord im- 
puteth not Iniguity. Pſal. xxxii. 1, 2. Here is Tranſ- 
greſſion, Sin, and Iniquity ; theſe are found with 
Believers while in the Body. He does not ſay, Bleſſed. 
is the Man that tranſereſſeth not; for who ſhould then 


have the BlefGng ? But, wh-/e Tranſgreſſion % forgiven. 
g | | 5 --: nd 
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And whoſe Sin is covered. Is it a Bleſſedneſs that a 
Man's Sins are covered from other Mens Eyes, or 
from the Eyes of other Creatures ? Not at all. From 
whoſe Eyes then will you ſay ? From GOD's Eye, I 
boldly ſay, or elſe there is no Bleſſedneſs in it. And 
let him that cavils tell me, whoſe Eye he takes it to be, 
When the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt therefore covers 
their Sins paſt and preſent, is not the ſame ſufficient to 
cover thoſe which are future ? Do they lie open to the 
Eye of God's vindictive Juſtice? Then it is but an 
imperfect Bleſſedneſs. Again, when Gad imputeth nat 
Iniguity, he imputes ns Iniquity. If this is not 7 

ſo, there is no perfect Bleſſedneſs, which yet the P/alm- 
i ſo glories in. Our future Sins are preſent to God, 
and does he impute them,? No, if we believe in Jeſus, 
we are not juſtified before him by halves _ 

2. If when ſuch Sins be actually committed, they 
then lie charged, or not pardoned, for ſome time, v:z. 
till Faith and Repentance are renewed ; then is there 
an Interciſion or Interruption of Juſtification. This 
alſo may not be granted ; yet this ſome contend for, 
It doth not ſuffice to ſay, that all former Sins are 
pardoned : For one Sin charged makes a Breach upon a 
Man's Juſtification, and doth as really condemn to 
Hell as many. Juſtification is not complete, but imper- 
fe, is not continued, but interrupted, if one Sin ſtands 
charged. Againſt this Charge of Sin I argue, 

(I.) A Believer is not under the Law. Rom. vi. 14. 
Gal. v. 18. I would only aſk whether one that is in 
Chriſt is under the Law in its Rigour, as a Law of 
Works? Again, By what Law is Sin imputed to a 
Believer ? There's no Medium between Sin being 
imputed, and being juſtified from it. I fay, tho” 
a Believer ſin, he is not under the Law, in the 
Interval between the Commiſſion of Sin, and the 
Exerciſe of Faith and Repentance. If he is under the 
Law, he is under the Condemnation thereof for that 
Sin, But he who once believes in Truth, never 
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more comes into Condemnation, John v. 24. Other- 
wiſe the Caſe of Believers is the ſame as that of Un- 
believers ; unjuſtified and unpardoned as to hat Sin; 
and there may be a Complication of Sins, of many 
dreadful Sins, before Grace prevails again, as in David's 
Caſe. Nay, when he fins daily, he will be every Day 
unpardoned, as to ſuch Sins, for a time; andi ſee no 
Reaſon why leſſer Sins ſhould not require Faith and 
Repentance for Pardon as well as greater : But alas ! 
our daily Sins are not always of the ſmalleſt Size. 
Farther, a Believer cannot be ſure he is altogether 
pardoned and juſtified, if he doubt of the Truth of 
his Repentance as to this particular Sin, 
(2.) 4 Believer is under the Covenant of Grace, 
Tho' he ſin, he does not fall out of Covenant. It is 
impoſſible then, that Sin ſhould be imputed, or not 
pardoned, for the leaſt Moment of Time, when that 
Covenant is or includes a juſtifying Sentence as to all 
Sins. Their Sins, and their Iniguities (faith God), J 
will remember no more, Heb. viii. 12. meaning all to 
their Lives end. O this is the Privilege of the Be- 
liever, he is not under the Law, but under Grace“ 
Object. But if Future Sin be pardoned, or in Effet 
fo, that whenever it is committed, it is actually remitted, 
then may we take Liberty to fin, and live at any Rate. 
 Anſw. It follows no more than (T.) If we are elected, 
we ſhall be ſaved, and need not care how we live. It 
is a good Anſwer, We know not our EleCtion, but 
by being Called and found in the Way of Holineſs, 
Nor do we know the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, without 
the Exerciſe of Faith and Repentance. (2.) If weare 
ſure of the Continuance of God's Love, and of Per ſc- 
verance to the End, then we may be careleſs and live 
in Sins. Thus carnal unrenewed Reaſon will argue ; 
but they who believe the Love of God, the Continu- 
ation thereof, and the Security of his well-ordered 
Covenant, do know theſe to be the Truths of God, 
and the greateſt Engagements unto Love and Obedi- 


ence. 
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ence. (3.) If we are ſure Proviſion is made in the 
Covenant of Grace for the Remiſſion of Sins, and 


that they ſhall ſurely be forgiven to them who once 
believe in Truth; there's altogether as much in this to 


give a Liberty to fin, as to ſay they are already forgiven. 


Eſpecially when it is granted, | 

I. That when Believers fall into Sin, it is not for- 
given to the Conſcience, that they ſhould have Foy and 
Peace, till the Exerciſe of Faith and Repentance. 
They will not be able comfortably to conclude it. As 
for thoſe who talk, They need not be troubled, nor 
concerned, nor repent, and yet may conclude they are 


pardoned ; they will find this a ſad and pernicious 


Miſtake, if they perſiſt therein. 


2. That God corredts and chaftiſes his People Nr 


their Sins, Pſal. xxxix. 11. and Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, 
33. As to that Correction which God will viſit his 
People with, their Sins are not forgiven before, nor ſo 


ſoon as committed, nor it may be, as repented of. But 


this being a Diſpenſation of Love in the New Cove- 
nant from a Father's Hand, and working for Good thro? 
the Purchaſe of Chriſt, there's no Reaſon to ſay on 
this Account, that their Sins are unpardoned as to the 
Law and Fuſtice of God, which have no Charge 
againſt them. It is very much with reſpect to this 
Diſpenſation of Cha/t:ſement that we pray, Forgive us 
our Debts ; and that our Father will not forgive us, unleſs 
we forgive others. Alſo thoſe whoſe Hearts are not 
diſpoſed by the Grace of the Goſpel to Love and For- 
giveneſs, will be found at laſt to have had no Part in 
God's forgiving Grace. EY 

I have ſomewhat diverted from what I was upon; 
with a Hint of which I conclude this Section. There 
is a Real Fuſtiſication upon Believing, which was not 
before. There is a Pardoning Juſtifying 4 of God, 
with reſpe& to which every Unbeliever is unjuſtified, 


and that even in God's Sight; as Chriſt was not 


juſtified in God's Sight, whilſt ander the Curſe for us. 
Bad Now 
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Now they who would oppoſe this muſt ſhew, either 
that there are no ſuch Acts of God, as implanting into 
Chriſt, giving the Soul Poſſeſſion of him, * 
from under the Law, and bringing a Soul under the 
Grace of the New Covenant, and declaring him 
righteous in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt applied ; or 
elſe, that theſe Acts are not Juſtification. Otherwiſe 
it will hold, that there is a Juſtification by Faith before 
God, and not only ini the Conſcience, nor merely a 
Manifeſtation of what was before. Leſs than this 
cannot be intended by thoſe Expreſſions; I will make 
Covenant with them : I will forgive: Righteouſneſs ſhall 
be imputed - Many SHALL be made righteous : By 
him all that believe are juſtified : And, I will not remem- 
ber thy Sins any more. Sure it is good and ſafe to keep 
to Scripture-Language, and we ought to be very wary 
of any thing that is injurious thereto. 
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t 
Of Ofers of CHRIST. 
HILE the foregoing Work in this Second 


Part was upon my Hand, Mr. Hu//ey, Paſtor 


of the Church of Chriſt in Cambridge, put _ wr 
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Book againſt Mr. Hunt, intituled, The Glory of Chriſt 
unveiled ; wherein he oppoſeth the Offering of Chriſt 
to Sinners in the Goſpel, and by Conſequence, all In- 
vitations of Sinners to Chriſt, and Exhortations to 
believe, &c. This being a practica! Point, and ex- 
cluding one Branch of miniſterial Work, I thought it 
neceflary to appear in Defence of what I take to be 
the Truth herein. ; and either to hold forth or receive 
Light from the Word of God hereabout. With due 
Deference therefore to the Ability and Learning of 
os Brother, my Senior both in the Miniſtry, and in 
r | 7 
I begin with the Point of Offers: My Method ſhall 
be (under the Divine Aſſiſtance) to explain what I in- 
tend ; to defend what I ſhall have ſo explained ; and to 
anſwer Objeftiens. Under this laſt Head I ſhall princi- 
pally have reſpect to this Author. pe 
The Miniſters of the Congregational Perſuaſion 
(which both Mr. Huſſey and I profeſs) in and about 
London, in their Declaration againſt Antinomian Errors, 
printed 1699. p. 41. lay it down as an Error in them 
that hold it, tho? falſly charged on themſelves ; viz. 
© That Miniſters of the Goſpel ought not to propound 
the OFFERS of Salvation unto all thoſe to whom 
God calls them to preach, ſeriouſly inviting them to 


© improve the Means of Grace, that they may be 


* ſaved; and aſſuring them, in the Way of their Mi- 
© niſterial Duty, of the Salvation of all ſuch as believe 
in Chriſt ; becauſe they want Ability to cloſe with 
© the Offer, and all ſhall not be ſaved :* This Decla- 
ration Mr. Huſſey, p. 648. is cxceedingly offended 
with, I wiſh he had ſhewn more of a Chriſtian 
Temper, and had treated thoſe he oppoſed (at leaſt) as 
Brethren. For what more Hurt in them unitedly to 
ftate and explain their Judgment (without impoſing on 


any Man's Conſcience), and this againſt falſe Charges, 


than for him to do the like, with a very great Air of 
Aſſurance and Oppoſition ; not to ſay, Authority ? Ta 
D gd xs: - the 
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the ſame Page, he gives this Challenge, Let me ſee 
what Congregational Miniſter in the Kingdom, ſtrictly 
and holily /uch—will ſtand by this Arminian Poſition ; 
viz. That Miniſters of the Goſpel ought to propound the 
Offers of Salvation unto all thoſe to whom God calls them 
to preach, &c. I'll not challenge to myſelf the Qualifi- 
cation he calls for; For behold I am vile, wherefore 1 
abhar myſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes : But ac- 
cording to the Grace given me of Chriſt, I ſhall en- 
deavour to defend this, which I don't take to be an 
/minion Poſition. | ; 
I. To explain this Matter therefore, I would ſhew, 

(1.) What is not,, (2.) What is intended by Offering 
Chriſt to Sinners. 8 . 

(I.) For the Negative. | 

1. That the Heart of the Offrer ; viz. God and 
Chriſt is equally affected towards the many to whom 
the Offer is made; this is not intended. Amongſt 
Men when ſomething is equally offered unto many, it 
ſeems to intimate that the Heart of the Offerer ſtands 
equally affected towards all to whom the Offer is 
made. But here it is for the Elecis Sake, that the in- 
definite Offer is made. God's Heart is towards them in 
a Way of ſpecial Love. 1 75 | 

2. That the Oer is properly conditional, and the 
Thing offered not abſolutely a Gift, is not intended 
neither. In earthly Things, where ſomething is 
offered to many, but ſome Act to be done is to de- 
termine the Poſſeſſion or Enjoyment to one of thoſe 
many, the Offer is conditional, and the Thing offered 
not a free Gift. Our Acceptance (which is all that 
God calls far) is not the Condition determining the 
Enjoyment to one, rather than to another ; but his 
Vill determines it, whoſe Grace, Power, and free 
Gift, enables ſome to accept. And tho? this required 
Acceptance has the true ſuſpending Nature of a Con- 
dition to the Non-Elect; yet it ſhall not be a Suſ- 
penſion as to the Elect; for God comes and gives the 


Gift 


have Power of themſelves to æcept, and that it is of 


offering Chriſt' neither. An Offer of any thing made 


it is the Gift of God, and the Work of the Holy 


Chriſt for Acceptance. He that denies the Goſpel to 
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Jift of Chriſt, and gives the accepting Heart, even the 
Gift of Faith ; and his Gift is before our receiving 
Act, and is the Cauſe of it. 
3. That the Perſons to whom the Offer is made 


their own Will that they do ſo; is not the Meaning of 


among Men, ordinarily ſuppoſeth this. If theſe 
Things which I have denied were intended by Offers 
of Chriſt, the firſt would bring in Univer/al Grace 
the Second a Covenant of Works ; and the Third would 
introduce Free- Will. And what needs an Arminian 
deſire more? | i 
4. The Eſſence of the Goſpel doth net lie in an 
Offer of Chriſt, I only ſay it includes an Offer; but 
the Eſſence thereof is Free Promiſe, Free Grace and 
Free Gift. God does not ſtand, wilt thou ? Wilt 
thou ? And there leave it, by an Offer to the Creature's 
Will. But poſitively gives Chriſt, and works the Will 
by his Spirit. Men may carry this Offering Doctrine 
too far: As, if they inſiſt altogether upon the Offer; 
or intimate that the Offer prevazls with Souls (whereas 


Spirit doth that), or, neglect the Peremptory Terms of 
the Covenant, I will, and ye all. When there is 
therefore an Offer only to others Wills, and they are 
left. to that; there is more than an Offer as to the 
Ele ; but when there is more, it does not follow, 
that there is not his; nor yet, that the Spirit of God 
doth not work by is. | | 

(2.) For the Poſitive, What is this Goſpel-Offer of 
Chrilt to Souls? I am to define it, as it is common to 
the Ele& with others, where the Goſpel comes. 

Anſw. It is the propoſing and ſetting forth of Feſus 


contain an Offer of Chriſt, ſhall be forced to deny this. 
But will any Miniſter of Chrift deny it ? Again, he 
that owns this, ſhall be forced to own the Preach- 
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ing of the Goſpel to be an Offering of Chriſt. What 
tho* none of thoſe Things denied before are neceſſarily 
ſuppoſed, nor are at all included herein ? The Goſpel 
may hold forth an Offer of Chriſt notwithſtanding, 
— doth ſo, according to this Account of it, A pro- 
poſing of Chrift for Aueptance. Here is, (I.] A Decla- 
ration concerning Chriſt in his Perſon, Office, and 
Performances. (2.) A Publiſhing of God's revealed 
Will to be, that Men ſhould believe on him, or accept 
of him. (3.) That they may freely ſo do. (4.) That 
they who do ſo ſhall be ſaved by him. Here is the 
Offer of Salvation. This is what I mean, and this is 
all I defend in this Matter. | | bn ads 
II. I am to Defend and Prove this Point thus ex- 
plained. But need I to do it, when it is ſelf-evident, 
and when it has been the current Language of the 
greateſt Anti Arminians? It ſeems it is not amiſs. 
Therefore, that the Preaching of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel has the Nature of an Offer, and is truly ſuch, 
appears from the following Particulars. 33 
I. In the Goſpel God ſets forth and propoſeth Feſus 
Chriſt for Acceptance. This I would prove, and let 
my Opponent chooſe, whether he will deny 21s to be ſo, 
or deny this to be an Offer. We have the Witneſs of 
all the Three in Heaven, Thus and thus hath Chriſt 
done, obeyed and ſuffered, &c. 1 John v. 6, 7. It is 
the Father's revealed Will and Command, that Men 
ſhould accept of his Son, and believe on him, 1 John 
iii. 23. This is MY SON, hear him, Matth. xvii. 5. 
Again, Behold me, behald me (faith Chriſt), Ia. lxv. . 
ſtretching out his Hand all the Day long. And as the 
Holy Ghoſt faith, To-day if ye will hear his Voice. 
A Saviour, à Saviour, is the loud Proclamation of the 
Goſpel. Ch-ift is /t forth by God the Father in the 
Goſpel, as a propitiatory Sacrifice to be believed in; 
which may be the Meaning of Rom. iii. 25. as well as 
that he was fore-ordained (according to the Margin). 
He was ſet forth (as an Object of Faith) evidently as 
crucified, 
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Hope before them? Heb. vi. As iii. 20. 9. d. He ſhall 


to Cornelius, his Neighbours and Kindred, As x. 37 


are Elect or otherwiſe, but as a Tender of Chriſt and 
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crucified, among the Galatians, Gal. iii. 1. whether they 
— believed or no, Beſides, what is preaching 
Chriſt to a People, or a Soul in particular, where the 


Minifter knows nothing of their Election? Is not this 
a holding forth Chriſt for Acceptance, and a ſetting 


ſend Chriſt to be your Judge, of whom you once had 
a Tender in the Goſpel. Again, Mark xvi. 15. 
Preach the Goſpel to every Creature. What good News 
is this, if there is nothing of an Offer, or Invitation, 
if Chriſt is not propoſed to be accepted ? And this is 
not to the Elect only, but to others. Compare Clef. 
1. 25, and 28, Hence they are ſaid to be evanglized 
where the Goſpel comes, Acts viii. 40. «us, 2 

2. In the Goſpel Chri/t is lifted up, as Moſes lifted 
up the Brazen Serpent upon the Pole, Jobn iii. 14. It 
is true, the ine up here, primarily reſpects his Cru- 
cifixion (John viii. 28.) ; yet includes the preaching 
Chriſt crucified, which is a nen him ſorth (as it were) 
to the View of Sinners. For it is, That /Fhoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. v. 15, 16. Beſides Doctrinals, and diſtinguiſh- 
ing Truths, we have this blefled Encouragement to pro- 
poſe unto Men. How did Peter wind up his Doctrinals 


—43. ? Even thus, — l hoſoever believeth on him, ſhall 
receive Remiſſion of Sins. This, ſaith he, is teſtified 
to by all the Prophets. So Paul iſſues his Sermon, 
Aets xiii. 38, 39.—Be it known unto Tou that through 
this Man is PREACHED [uno ycu] the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins. And by him all that believe are juſtified, &. 
What did Paul mean, unto you 15 preached Firgiveneſs ? 
Did he mean, You are forgiven ; or that Forgiveneſs 
was held forth, and offered io them? Did not God 
offer Healing to the ſtung [/raclites by the Brazen Ser- 
pent ? So, wheſoever belicues on Chriſt hall not periſb. 
How are Souls to take it who know not whether they 


Salvation 
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Salvation with him, on no other Terms than the Re- 
ceiving all freely? This believing alſo is an immediate 
Duty, unleſs any will ſay, that Unbelief is not an 
immediate Sin. | | 

3. An Invitation to a Feaſt (ſuppoſe a Marriage- 
Dinner or Supper) is an Offer of a Participation of the 
Proviſion there made. In the Gofpel is ſuch an Invi- 
tation, Mat. xxii. 2—10. Who will come to this 
Marriage-Feaſt ? Who will feed upon Chriſt ? 

4. The Goſpel propoſeth the heavenly Canaan to 
Souls, in ſuch fort as the earthly Canaan was propoſed 
to the People of //rael, I ſpeak not ſtrictly of the 
Terms, but of the Nature of the Propoſal. See Heb. 
lil." 12, 13. 18, 19. Compare c. iv. 1, 2, 3. 6. Here 
is a Promiſe left us, vix. up en Record, ſet before us in 
the Goſpel, that al who believe. ſhall be ſaved. Unto 
7s wes the Goſpel preached. We have been evangelized 
as well as they; viz. by this Propoſal of the heavenly 
Canaan, as they were by the earthly. So v. 6. They to 
hom it was firſt preached, or as in the Margin, 10 
whim the Goſpel was firſt preached, viz. The ſame 
(Goſpel in Type, with ours in the Antitype. Now ſee 
Deut. i. 8. Behold I have ſet the Land before jou; go in 
and poſſeſs it. This was while they were yet in the 
Wilderneſs. v. 19. Again, v. 21. behold the Lord thy 
God hath ſet the Land before thee, &c. It was to be 
enjoyed and poſſeſſed in the way of Faith and Obedience, 
though not for them. Unbelief came and cut them 
ſhort. So it doth many that have the Goſpel preached 
to them; of which the Apoſtle warns the Hebrews. 
In Mat. xix. 21. Go ſell that thou haſt— and thou ſhalt 
have Treaſure in Heaven. What hurt to fay, that 
Chriſt offered him another Treaſure, better than his 
earthly? And is not the fame thing done in the Goſpel 
daily? But when Heaven is ſet before Men, and all 
the Glory and Happineſs of the World to come, it is 
not, fay they, worth fighting, ſtriving, running for ; 
Lor worth denying all jor. Thus it draws out a Diſ- 
Se) COVcry 
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covery of the prodigious Folly and Wickedneſs of the 
Heart. 

5. The Goſpel muſt be firſt preached, and Chriſt be 
firlt propoſed and ſet forth unto the Fews, Thus was 
the Apoltle's Commiſſion, Lutte xxiv. 47. Thus it was 
meet it ſhould be, As xiii. 46. Allo Chap. iii. 25. 
Unto them firſt God ſent his Son Feſus; viz. in the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, Was not this for Accept- 
ance ? And (to ſpeak as Men) to know (Deut. viii. 2.) 
whether they would accept it or no? Was here no 
Tender of Chriſt, no Offer of Grace and Salvation? 
This Goſpel, when flighied by them, was brought to 
the Gentiles, As xiii. 46. c. xxviii. 28. So that if it 
were an Offer to them, it is ſo to us. 

6. Where the Iſſue is, either chooſing or refuſing a 

ropoſed Advantage or Benefit, there was an Offer: 
8 chooſe Chrift. So Mary (Luke x. 42.) Some 
refuſe him. Lule xix. 27. So the Jews did; and are 
accountable for ſo doing. When the Goſpel is preach- 
ed, God will have it told to Men, who his Son is, 
what he has done, and what Benefits he brings: And 
now, faith he, Soul, is he worth thy Acceptance ? 
See, what thou wilt ſay. He is worthy of all Accep- 


tation Doſt thou think him ſo ? They all practically 


return ſome Anſwer. Some being left to themſelves, 
refuſe him : Others divinely taught of the Father, chooſe 
him. And Chriſt acknowledges fis in them, altho' it 
is of himſelf. Mary hath choſen, &c. Theirs is an 


After-Choice, for his goes tiiſt, (Fob. xv. 16.) Yet 2 


Choice it is; or (if you had rather) @ Conſent, embrace- 
ing this tendered ana freely given Jeſus, ; 


7. The Free Tender of Chriſt is the Soul's Warrant 
for receiving him. Otherwiſe we may aſk, Cue ar- 


ranto ? What Warrant have they ? It will be ſaid, the 
Free Gift; is not that Warrant enough? I anſwer, 
but no Man knows this, that Chriſt is given to me, but 
by the Witneſs of the Spirit in the Heart. Now there 

. muſt be a Warrant in the //ord, as well as in the 


Hart. 
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Heart. As in the Matter of Obedience. Tt is not the 
Internal Working of the Spirit, that gives our Actions 
the formal Nature of Duty or Obedience; tho? they 
cannot be otherwiſ-, if he guides and enables thereto ; 
but their Reſpect unto the External Rule in the Word. 
Again, I demand, whether this Propoſition, Hhoſcever 
believes on him ſhall not periſh, &c. be nat a ſufficient 
Warrant to me, and to another, for Believing in Chriſt ? 
J confeſs I took it to be fo, in believing (I hope) on 
the Son of God. And if it be ſo (as moſt aſſuredly it 
is), J aſk again, whether it is not therefore ſo, becauſe 
this [whoſoever] is an Offer unto me, that is, that there | 
2 . v . 

is not only Leave given, but a Command that I believe, 
and a Promiſe that fo doing I ſhall have Eternal Life. 
Or let any Man ſhew me another Reaſon, why here is 
ſuch a Warrant contained : Or how any thing can be 
ſo without ſuch a [whoſoever] or indefinite Tender? 
The Command of Believing, where it is nat to the 
Ele& only, comes to the ſame thing. 

III. I am to anſwer Objections againſt all offering of 
Chriſt in the Goſpel. I ſhall gather up thoſe of Mr. 
Huſſey, as near as I can, under the following Heads, 

1. This Notion of Offers is nat fitted to a firm _ 

Election becauſe here it is Grace given, under the 
Po ſitive Nor of God the Spirit, muſt come in wherg the 
7 15 preached to the Elect of God, not Grace offered. 

Hr. Huſſcy againſt Hunt, p. 545. 
An ſiu. It offers no Prejudice at all to the Doctrine 
of Election. Nor is the Oer of Chriſt any more 
eontrary hereto, than the Preaching of Chriſt to Sin- 
ners. For what is the Preaching of Chriſt to a Non- 
Ele& Sinner? Is it not ſome fort of Encouraging the 
poor Sinner to believe? A Phraſe uſed in another Caſe, 
by this Author, p. 508. If he means any befides an 
Flef Sinner, what ſort of Encouragement is it, where 
Chriſt and Salvation are not at all offercd ? But the 
Truth is, this Obj-ion runs 2painit the Preaching of 
Chrift, ſave to the El; only. Grace giver to the 
| | Elect, 


ſaved. This is true, but what is this to that Encourage- 


Chriſt indefinitely, I will defend, That in the Goſpel is 


with the Doctrine of Election. 


of Perſons ; yea, utterly repugnant to it. Can they do 


_ Miniſter cannot addreſs himſelf to a particular Perſon 


or Non. Elect. What then muſt he not preach Chriſt 


do to diſcern or diſtinguiſh Ye/els of Wrath, or Veſſels 
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Elect, is firſt Grace tendered by the Goſpel to them 
with others. Grace as given, actually conferred by 
the Spirit, is to the Ele only. And if this only is to 
be preached, 1 muſt turn the hoſeever believes ſhall be 
ſaved, into this Form, The Fleet ſhall believe, and be 


ment which the Goſpel holds forth to Sinners without 
diſtinguiſhing Ele& from Non-Elect? If any thing 
more therefore is to be preached than the poſitive Gift 
of Chriſt to the Elect, it is an Offer, or general En- 
couragement to believe, repent, and be ſaved, This 
J am ſure is the Scripture- Way. Upon what Ground 
therefore Mr. Huſſey ſhall defend the Preaching of 


an Offer of Chri/?, in the Senſe explained, conſiſtently 


2. This Doctrine of the Offers of Grace is no way 
fitted to any firm Belief of the Doctrine of a Non-Election 


more than the Elect to take Offers of Grace? p. 545, 
546. Anſw. If he preaches Chriſt to any other but the 
Flea, ſeeing there is no abſolute Promiſe or Gift to 
the Non-Elect, it can be no other than in Effect an 


Offer of Salvation, upon and thro' Believing. A 
or Perſons, who are yet in Unbelief, either as Elect 


to them? Not entering into this Secret we may ſafely 
preach as Paul to the Jaylor, Believe on the Lord 
Jeſus, and thou ſbalt be ſaved. We have nothing to 


of Mercy in preaching Chriſt to Men. We have no 
ope nor Aim to fave the Non-Elect ; but uſe all 
Means of God's appointing, that the Elect may obtain 
the Salvation which is in Chriſt Feſus, viz. already pre- 
pared : Amongſt which I reckon the preaching, pro- 
oſing and tendering of Chriſt freely. For their Sakes 
1 this deſigned, and carried on, but who knows them, 
| till 
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till they are enabled by Grace to accept Chriſt freely 
offered to them? When I offer Chriſt to all within the 
Sound ; here is Chriſt, Souls, a ſweet Saviour. Who- 
ſoever thirſt come and drink. 7 firmly believe Election, 
and keep it in my Eye, Knowing that as many as are or- 
dained to Eternal Life, and no more, ſball cloſæ with this 
tendered Jeſus, not as merely an Offer, but as the 
Gift of God. T7 fledfa/tly believe particular Grace, 
and that lodged in the Holy Ghoſts Hand to beſtow on 
none but the Elect Nor is the Tendering of Chriſt any 
Contradiction hereto, any more than a Preaching of 
Chrift to all, ſeeing that is a holding him ſorth for 
Acceptance. 115 n | I TIRE: 
3. Offers ſeem to be prejudicial to the poſitive Wark of 
the Spirit,” and the abſolute Gift of God therein. Anſw. 
Not at all; for ſome are left to their own Choice, and 
theſe are ſure to refuſe Chriſt ; others are determined 
by Divine Grace, and enabled by Divine Power in a 
Day of Pawer to chooſe him. Ic is not a bare Offer 
to the Z/ect, and left there. For what hinders, why 
the ſame thing that is propoſed to many, may not be 
given to ſome? While the Offer warrants their Re- 
ception, and the Gift enables them thereto, 
4. This Doctrine of Offers ſeems to exalt the Crea- 
ture's Power, by laying all ſhamefully upon Mintflerial 
Offers of Grace, and Terms of Grace, which are but 
the Congregations human Endeavours, to accept of the 
Offers of Grace. Anſw. Tho' we preach Chtiſt as 
Preaching is the Means of Faith, yet there is no Ne- 
ceſſity that we lay all thereon, And when the Preach- 
ing of Chriſt is for the Obedience of Faith, human En- 
deavours need not be exalted out of their due Place, 
But I may touch that Point again under another Head. 
In the mean time, I take what is quoted from Dr. 
Gordwin in the forementioned Declaration, p. 42—46. 
to be according to the Mind of Chriſt, and ſhall do fo, 
till I ſee it ſolidly diſproved. It is all of Grace and of 
God who worketh in us, yet there is a /abouring which 
| OW 
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is warrantable and commanded. See John vi. 27. 2 
Cor. v. 9. Heb. iv. II. | | 
On the other hand ; if no Power naturally for re- 


ceiving is ſuppoſed, then an Offer is but to mock one; 


it only lays the thing before me under invincible Impedt- 
ments of reaching it, as holding out my Hand with Money 
to a poor Priſoner that leoks thro a Grate and begs, but 
can't come near me—but if I go up te him, and give it 


him, he hath it preſently. Anſw. The Compariſon is 


lame, for the poor Man in Priſon is willing to receive 


the Offer but cannot. But the poor Sinner cannot be- 
cauſe he is unwilling. Here the Tender is made unto 
the Vill, but it is not ſo in the Simile brought. And 


the Truth is, it is but an Arminian Objection, en- 


deavouring to faſten an Abſurdity upon the Offering of 


Chriſt where Men cannot receive him. But the Que- 


ſtion in the Tender is, Soul, wilt thou receive Chriſt ? 


This ſhall anſwer God's End of proving and diſcover- 


ing what is in Man, what a Rebel he is, and rendering 


Goſpel Rejectors inexcuſable. 

5. Another Offence that ſeems to be taken is, that 
ſuch a general Offer ſuppoſes Terms of Grace, or ſome 
Condition whereon the Offer muſt be made. 


Anſfw. This is in Part already anſwered. And (1.) 


J grant that Chriſt is to be propeſed in that (as it were) 
conditional Form. Chriſt is thine, if thou wilt have 
him, or take him to be thine. His Righteouſneſs is 


thine, if thou believe. Again, If thou believe on 


Chriſt, ſubmit to his Mercy, repent of thy Sins, thou 
{halt be ſaved, On the other hand, He that believeth 


not ſhall be damned. [/] in Grammar is a conditional 


Particle. And no Man ought to be oftended at this 
Way of propoſing Chriſt and Salvation. It runs thro? 
the whole Scripture. (2.) There is however no Con- 
dition of receiving Chriſt : As to ſay, on ſuch Con- 
ditions I may receive him. But he is to be taken 
freely, as he 1s freely given. Chrift is a Saviour, and 
I am a Sinner, and therefore qualified for him in that 

= E e Office. 
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Office. I fee and feel myſelf a Sinner, and therefore 
come at God's Command, and take him as my Saviour. 
Submiſſion to his Righteouſneſs, Government, and di- 
vine Teachings, are ingrediential in this receiving 
_ Chriſt, and not Terms thereof. Obedience is conſequent 
thereupon. (3.) This take and have is no Condition, 
no Legal or Federal Condition. No Man accounts it 
fo, in any Matter. It is really no Condition, to have 
a Thing for the taking. See then the Condition, eyen 
to have Chriſt freely, to take him as a Git. Thus it 
i a free Offer. Yet (4.) Becauſe of the Averſation 
of Man's Will from this taking of Chriſt in his whole 
Salvation as a Gift, and of his Righteouſneſs as a Gift 
of Grace; hence it comes to paſs, that there is a Suſ- 
penſion of the Benefit as to thoſe who receive not 
Chriſt. I ſay, not becauſe that receiving is to them 
who do receive, a Condition of their enjoying Chriſt 
properly ſpeaking ; but from the Nature of the Thing ; 
non-receiving has a ſuſpending Nature; becauſe no 
Man who obſtinately refuſes Chriſt, has him, and that 


all Men left to themſelves will do. A great Man offers 


himſelf, and with himſelf his All, freely and abſolutely 
in Marriage to a poor Woman ; ſhe utterly refuſes it : 
He offers himſelf to another no otherwiſe qualified ; 


the thankfully accepts it. Here's no Condition, but all 


is free. The Offer was free to the Refuſer : Yet there 
was a Sufpenſion from the Nature of the Thing : 
There muſt be a Conſent. The Match was free to her 
that cloſed with it. (5.) This as it were conditional 
Propoſal of Chriſt, and of Salvation by Chriſt, is not 
the Form or Eſſence of the Covenant of Grace. The 
Covenant is not made with all to whom Chriſt is 
preached. No ſuch Matter, The Covenant itſelf 
runs in Promiſes, and in abſolute Terms, But becauſe 
Miniſters know not the Elect from others; and becauſe 


Men know not themſelves to be ſo, but by believing ; - 


and becauſe God would hold forth Encouragement to 


Sinners under the Goſpel ; tho' they don't know ron 
| elves 
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ſelves to be elect; he would have it thus propoſed, I 
thou believeſt, and I hoſoeuer believes, &c. In the man 
time, he comes and works it in his Elect, which ſhews 
it is not a proper Condition, which ought to be per- 
formed by him of whom it is required. | 
As to the Synod of Dort, whom Mr. Huſſey, p. 
648. mentions, I don't find that they were any thing 
againſt, but expreſly for, the offering of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel to Sinners. He ſhould have quoted the. Place 
or Places he had reſpect unto. I ſhall not ſtand to 
tranſcribe from them, finding I am like to go beyond 
my intended Bounds : But ſhall refer Mr. Huſſey, and 
who elſe is pleaſed to inquire, to ſome Paſſages which 
clearly ſhew the Mind of that famous Aſſembly *, in 
this Matter. | 
Having reconciled this Doctrine with that of par- 
ticular Election, it is with the ſame Labour done as to 
particular Redemption. I therefore Yiſmiſs this Point. 
Only would hint, I contend not, that Miniſters muſt 
needs uſe ſuch a Form of Words, I offer you Chri/? 
and Salvation : But the Preaching of Chriſt, in the 
Nature of the thing EL is ſuch an Offer. Nor is the 
Goſpel merely an Offer. The Eſſence thereof is a 
Declaration concerning, and a Promiſe of Chrift, and 
Life by him. I only fay, it includes an Offer in it; 
or that its Indefinite Propoſal unto Men is ſuch, An- 
other's Diſlike or Diſuſe of the Word, foraſmuch as it 
| is not Syllabically in the Scriptures, ſhall be no Offence 
to me, provided he lays before Souls the Indefinite En- 
| couragement of the Goſpel, as well as preach the 
| poſitive and abſolute Grace of God and Chriſt to the 
ö Elect. Nor ought my uſing of it to offend him, 
| when it is no more than his Preaching or Prepofing 
Chriſt, which (I hope) will be allowed. 


* Vid, Acta Synod. Dordrechs 4to. Hanoviæ 1620. Pag. 362. Art. 5. 
and 64.5, 7 beſ. 1. Part II. Pag. 156. Y 3« and p. 173. upon the Article 
of Univerſal Redemption. | 
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MAF 
Of the Invitation of Souls to Chriſt. 


ND muſt it be proved that this is in the Goſpel, 

and a Part of the Work of the Miniſters there- 

ot f You inſiſt much (ſays Mr. Huſſey, p. 140.) in the 
applicatory Part of Preaching, upon coming to Chriſt, 
Kc. and then adds, that they lay not open the Springs of 
that Motion. Anſwer. If ſome miſcarry in the Ma- 
naging, is the thing therefore to be rejected? I have 
learned from 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20. that there are two 
Parts of a Miniſtei's Work. (I.) A Declaration of 
what God and Chrift have done in Reconciliation made 
by Chriſt, J. 18, 19. (2.) An Invitation to accept it, 
made with greateſt Earneſtneſs, J. 20. It was the 
Miniſtry committed to them ore they preached to 
theſe Corinthians, and which had been their Work in 
Preaching to them, whereof he puts them in mind. 
And now (faith he) —As % God did beſeech by us, we 
pray (viz. Men, V. 11. We perſuade Men) in Chriſt's 
lead, as, for Inſtance, while we ſpeak to you, be ye re- 
conciled to God : Thus we preach to Sinners. An- 
other Part of the Application is to Believers, c. vi. 1. 
that ye receive not the Grace of God in vain. This offers 


no Violence to the DoQtrines of Grace, for God him- 


ſelf works with his Servants herein. 


Nor can I think but that Text, Mat. xi. 28. Come 
unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 1 
will give you reſt, is an Invitation to a Spiritual Coming 


by a Saving Faith. Mr. Huſſey, p. 139. and 446, 
447. thinks it reſpects outward Attendance on the 
Means. But faith Chriſt, J. 27. I am the Meſſias, 
the Son of the Father, known of him, and by whom 
alone he is known; and therefore as ſuch, come unto 


me. He ſpeaks to the Multitudes, J. 7. whoje Legs 


had brought them to him. And why ſhould this [come] - 


have 
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have a particular Meaning here from all the Comes in the 
New Teſtament, that are at all parallel? Coming is 
Believing. I own the Lalouring here is under the 
Bondage of the Law, as a burdenſome Worthip, I add 
alſo a Labouring for Life by the Works of it, in vain. 
Iſa. lv. 2. Nor do I think that Jabouring under a 
Senſe of Sin is excluded. But Chriſt propoſeth him- 


ſelf as a Soul. Saviour for Soul- Reſt, and therein lay his 


Work and Employment. It is therefore à ſuitable 
Coming that is intended. Bodily Reſt from Moſaic 
Burdens is but additi-nal. Beſides, the Experience of 
many Souls under their Troubles and Conflicts, find- 
ing it a ſweet Invitation to a ſpiritual coming to Chriſt, 


bears Teſtimony to this Interpretation: And doubtleſs 


it lands upon Record for Uſctulneſs, as well as it might 
be ſo when it was ſpoken by our Lord Jeſus. 

Again, John vii. 3979—Feſus flood and cried, ſaying, 
if any Man thirſt, let bim come to me and drink, If 
any thirſt for Happineſs, tho” ſecking it in miſtaken 
Objects where it is not to be had, let him come from 
them to ne, and drink to Satisfaction. Here it is evi- 
dent, as my Brother Huſſey ſaith, they are not forbid to 


come in their Sins; but [invited] to come as they are, 


thir/ly, tho never jo defiled. This Text, and that in 
1/a. lv. 1. (compare allo J. 2.) invite STINNERS 
to come to Chrift in their Filthineſſes, and withgl in the 
Spots and Sins their diſcerning Faith hath diſcovered to 


e in their old Adam's Nature. I think therefore this 


Brother docs not mean to deny that there are Invita- 
tions in the Scripture, nor to expoſe ALL minifterial 
Invitations as an /mpe/ing on the Captive Soul the Taſk 0 
Coming, p. 139. For if Chrift by himſelf, as in this 
Text, and in his Word, invites Souls; why may not 
thoſe who negotiate an Embaſſy for him, do the like ? 
2 Cor. v. 20. He. | 
Laſtly, Rev. xxil. 17. And the Spirit and the Bride 
ſay, come. And let him that heareth ſay, come. And 
let him that is athirj?, come: Aud wheoſcever- will, let 
E 3 him 
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him come and take the Water of Life freely. See Mr. 
Huſſey, p. 662. Be it ſo, that the Water of Life here 
doth ultimately intend, and reach unto, the New Feru- 
ſalem Glory not yet revealed; this I oppoſe not my- 
ſelf unto; yet this hindereth not, that the Invitation 
reſpects all Ages. As I have a conſiderable Time taken 
it, and flill do, that the Invitation to the Marriage- 
Supper, Mat. xxii. is Language adapted to that 
glorious State of Things, even the Marriage- Supper of 
the Lamb, when his IVife hath made herſelf ready, (Rev. 
xXix. 7.) ; yet this was an Invitation of the Jes in their 
Day, and of others under the Goſpel in their reſpective 
Ages: So I underſtand this Text in the Revelation 
Yet ſo that drinking of the Water of Life reſpects 
thoſe Prelibations and Fore-taſtes that Believers have here, 
as well as the full and large Draught at laſt. Nor is it 
a Viſional Repreſentation of ſome Scene to be opened 
at laſt. The whole Book is here drawing to a Cloſe, 
and he ſpeaks de pre/entt as to all contained therein, 
V. 16. 1 Feſus have ſent mine Angel, -1 A M the Root 
end Offfpring of David, &c. And the Spirit and Bride 
SAY, &c. With reſpect to this glorious Concluſion of 
things, the Spirit in the Word, and by his Power, in 
the Heart, and the Bride alſo, ſay come. O come, 
6 tafte and fee, &c. HWhoſcever will, and a Will he 
£ muſt have, and that Will muſt be given him, or he 
will not come; let him come, who feels any Move- 
* ings, Deſires, or Inclinations, to the Glory of the 
s Bridegroom and Bride; here it is free, let him take 
© it freely.” There is no pre-occupating or taking up 
Time future, as viſionally preſent, for ought I ſee, in 
this Text. Thus I have not wholly pulled down Mr. 
Huſſey's Expoſition, and yet have eſtabliſhed that which 
he would overthrow, | 

Goſpel-Invitations in the Hand of the Spirit of God 
are exceeding ſweet and uſeful : Not as an impoſed Taſe : 
Jo ſet Men to wor# for Life, is one thing, and to in- 
vite them to Jeſus Chriſt for Life, for Grace, for 

| | Strength, 
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Strength, for every thing, is another; but as theſe ex- 
preſs the Heart, the Grace and Love of Chriſt, to a 
poor Soul, that is ſaying, May ſuch an one as I come ? 
And come as I am? And will he accept of me? O 
now ſuch a Word of Chriſt, when he finds it to be 
his Yes Come unto me] how ſweet and ſatisfying 
18 It! | ä | | 

Vea, here lies the Soul's J/arrant in coming and 
believing. Nor do I fee elſe what I/arrant he has 
herein, But being invited and called, he may come 
with Boldneſs. As in the Caſe of the blind Man, to 
whom it was ſaid, Be of good comfort, riſe, he calleth 
thee. Mark x. 49. | 


* 
—_—_— 
— 


NAP. H. 


Of Exhortations unto Sinners in Preaching 
the Goſpel. 


e 


LTH O' this is a Point nearly allied to the fore- 
A going, yet I have reſerved ſomewhat to be ſpoken 
lere. I will not be poſitive how far Mr. Huſſey rejects 
Exhortations to unrenetwed Sinners; but if JI miſtake 
him not, he is againſt exhorting ſuch unto Acts of 
Spiritual Life, as to believe, to repent, &c. And 
againſt exhorting them to ſuch Duties, and good Works, 
as ought to follow Faith. But is much for encourage- 
ing of Souls to fit under the Goſpel of Chriſt, whereby 
the Spirit of God works for bringing of Souls to Chriſt, 
I. Touching the Exhorting of Sinners yet in Un- 
belief to Faith, Sc. There are many others (faith 
« Mr. Huſſey) in great Zeal (it 1s pity it ſhould be ſe- 
 parated from Knowlege) who preſs unrenewed Sinners 
© to come to Chriſt, c. 7. F. 3. I know not what 
Emphaſis may be in the Word [ Preſs] in this Sentence. 
Ee 4 And 
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And I grant the Preſſing may be carried too far; as in 


ſuch Expreſſions, O that I could perſuade you to 
believe! O what a Wonder it is Souls don't flock in 
to Chriſt ! O couldſt thou look in at Hell-gates ! c. 
with innumerable the. like, which Men do or may be 
able to uſe. As if Moral Suaſion could prevail, or 
ſuch Arguments were at all adapted to carry the Day. 


Exhortations need not be carried to this Degree of 


Preſſing. We ought 4½% to inculcate, that it is Gd 


muſt al (ad Faphet to dwell in the Tents of Shem. 


Again, We ought to conſider whether the Matter that 
we are upon will bear an Exhortation to Unbelievers ; 
and not blindly run into the Form of an Exhortation 
to Sinners, as diſtinguiſhed from Saints; and fo per— 
haps exhort them to make their Peace with God, in 


Prejudice of the Redeemer's Work; or to be bein 


again, in Prejudice of the Holy Ghoſt's Work, We 
may as well tay, a ord to Sinners, and fo waving the 
Form, ſpeak the Holy Ghoſt's Words, and not our 
own. TI fay, we may not exhort Men to take any 
Part of Chriſt's Work, or of the Holy Ghoſt's Work, 


into their Hands. For this is a Robbing God to en- 


rich the Creature, who ought to be abaſed, that the 
Lord alone may be exalted, Iſa. ii. 11. 

Howbeit, I think, that Sinners, as ſuch, are to be ex- 
horted to believe in Chriſt, and to repent of Sin. And 
thus to exhort I think to be my Duty, 

1. Becauſe this is Scriptural, and according to the 
Practice of John Baptift, upon the Dawn of the Go- 
ſpel, and of Chriſt himſelf, and his Apoſiles. This 
was John's Doctrine, repent ye, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand, Mat. iii. 2. The Saviour is come; 
here is a very great Goſpel-Encouragement to Repent- 
ance, Doubtleſs they were not all Believers, but 
rather Unbelievers, to whom” he preached this. We 
have Chriſt alſo himſelf preaching the ſame Words, 
Mat. iv. 17. Again, the Kingdom of God is at 
hand; Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel, Mark i. 15, 
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which is called his Preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom 
7 God, v. 14. Come we to the Apoſtles of our Lord. 
inſiſt not on Peter's Exhortation, A&s ii. 38. Nor 
on Paul's to the Jailor, c. xvi. 31. becauſe perhaps it 
will be ſaid, they were clearly under a Work of God 
already, But no ſuch thing appears in that other of 
Peter, Acts iii. 19. Repent ye therefore, and be convert- 
ed, that your Sins may be blotted out, &c. See allo c. 
xvii. 30. God new commandeth all Men ever y-where 
to repent. Yea, in this lay a great Part of Paul's 
Work, to te/tify both to the Jews, and alſo ta the 
Greeks, Repentance towards God, and Faith towards 
eur Lord feſus, c. 20,21. To thoſe undoubtedly 
who had not yet repented nor believed. Theſe things, 
I confeſs, muſt be kept upon the Doctrinal Founda- 
tion of the Perſon, Office, Performances, and Love 
of Chriſt, according to the apoſtolical Example alſo. 
2. If Inability to perform without the Spirit's Ope- 
ration, were a Ground of not exhorting Men to 
Spiritual Duty; it lies as much againſt Exhortations to 
Believers, as to Unbelievers : Becauſe they can no 
more ſpiritually perform any Duty without the actual 
Concurrence of the Spirit, than the Unbelicver can, 
without the Spirit working habitual Grace. Actual 
« Grace (faith Dr. Ti, Vind. Grat. Lib. 2. Part 1. 
Dig. 2. c. 3. Pp. 356.) actually concurring to every 
good Act, is neceſlarily required as Light is to ſeeing. 
And that Opinion concerning Actual Grace neceſ- 
« ſarily required, as concurring to every good Act, 
< doth obtain at this Day, almoſt amongſt all the 
Learned.“ I wiſh it were ſtill ſo ; but it is far other- 
wife ſince his Day. Yet, tho' this is true, the 
Epiſtles arc full of Warnings, Admonitions, Exhor- 
tations, and Motives, to Profeſſors, and viſible Believ- 
ers, who, according to Man's Judgment, were in the 
Way of Salvation, yet not all ſavingly renewed, and 
ſo there was Danger of their drawing back, fainting, 
and falling ſhort. 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3. Cal. iv. 19, 20. 
| | | Col. 
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Col. i. 28, 29. Heb. iii. 7, — 19. ch. iv. 1, 2. 2 Cor. 
vi. 1, 2, The Apoſtle therefore expreſſes a Jealouſy 
and Fear concerning them, and warns of Sin, exhorts 
to Duty, and /irreth up to Diligence; and all this, to 
be fure, in a Conſiſtency with the Doctrines of Grace: 
For the Spirit works by his Minifters this Way. 

3. When Faith and Repentance are the Spirit's 
Work, Believing and Repenting are our Ads. Thus 
we take not the Spirit's Work into our Hand, nor 
exhort others ſo to do herein. WWith the Heart Man 
believeth, Rom. x. 10. So it is Man repenteth. Hence 
It is that Men are exhorted to believe and repent, as 
that which is their Duty, tho' they have no Strength 
thereto. | 

4. This ſets out to Souls whoſe Hearts are touched 
under the Word, what their Work and Duty is: And 
this the Spirit bleſſeth for Encouragement unto, and a 
Means of, Faith and Repentance. While Peter ſaid, 
Repent, and be baptized in the Name of 72 Chriſt, 
Acts ii. 38. And Paul, Believe, &c. and thou ſhalt be 
faved ; the Holy Ghoſt diſcovered this to be their 
Duty, encouraged and enabled them thereunto. Thus 
thereſore I ought to preach to Sinners under the Word, 
not knowing whoſe Hearts God has touched, or will 
touch. 

5. Surely it cannot be queſtioned but that Family- 
Inſtruction in Admonition and Exhortation is an incum- 
bent Duty on Fathers and Maſters of Families; and if 
this is a Miniſter's Duty towards thoſe he has the Care 
of in his Private, it is doubtleſs ſo in his Publick Ca- 
pacity. Becauſe both are founded in the ſame Reaſon, 
wiz. That it is an appointed Means for Soul-good. 

II. Touching Duties, and good Works, which muſt 
follow Faith, that they may have any Spiritual Good in 
them. I know not certainly what is my Brother 
Huſſæeꝰs Judgment touching Exhortation to theſe; 
tho I take it, that he is àgainſt it. I'll briefly de- 
clare my own Thoughts on this Point, and it may 

| 1 
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he may concur with me herein. I ſay then, to harp 
continually upon this String of good Works, to make 
that the main Theme in Preaching, is an high Affront 
to God in all his Perſons, to the Office of the Medi- 
ator and Comforter; and introduces a Covenant of 
Works : Nor can Souls thrive under ſuch a Miniſtry. 
If our Works are made preparatory for Chrift ; or 
joined with his Righteouſneſs in juſtifying ; or Chrift is 
made a Preparation (as I may ſay) or procuring Cauſe 
that our Duties ſhould juſtify us; all theſe are great 
Abominations. | 5 | 

On the other hand, The Perſon of Chriſt, and 
Faith on him by the Spirit, muſt ſtill be preached. 
That Works before Faith are polluted and ſinful, and 
have no ſpecial Acceptance with God ; that Faith on 
Chriſt as a Prieſt is the Foundation of all our Obe- 
dience to bim as a King; muſt be inculcated. O here 
lies God's Order, to bring a Soul to Chriſt, and then 
he is brought to Holineſs ! Man's Order is to bring 
him to Holineſs, that he may come to Chriſt. But 
this is to try to waſh the Ethiopian white. I marvel 
where Men would be waſhed, that they might be leſs 
filthy, before they come to the Fountain opened. 

YET Miniſters muſt bear their Teſtimony againſt 
all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men; and give 
Warning, that the End of theſe Things is Death; and 
as they ſee Occaſion, mix their Doctrine of Chrift 
with Reaſonings of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 
Judgment to come, Acts xxiv. 25, Works of Juſtice 
and Charity are incumbent on all Men, Yet are theſe 
Things to be urged, not aiming at an outward Refor- 
mation, to reſt there; but to make Men ſee their 
Need of Chriſt. For the ſame Reaſon mult the Sinful- 
| neſs and Inſufficiency of their own Righteouſneſs be 
ſet before them, Good Works may bring ſome Tem- 
poral Reward, and be a leſſening of Future Condem- 
nation, comparatively to thoſe who take an unbridled 
Courſe of finning ; unleſs ſo far as they are ſet up in 
| | | | Oppolition 
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Oppoſition to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for hereby 
a greater Degree of Sinfulneſs is added to them. Theſe 
Things will warrant an Exhortation to Unbelievers, 
duly managed, unto Duties: Which is as neceſſary, as 


it is alſo to teach, That good Worts before Faith have 


the Nature of Sin, Thus ſhould theſe Doctrines be 


kept in a Balance, and be inſiſted on in their Turn, 
and in their proper Place. | 

Alſo Duties that have the Nature of Means to ſome- 
what further, when the Spirit of God will work in 
them and by them, ought to be attended, and therefore 
Souls ought to be exhorted to them. Suchare Hearing 
and Reading the Word and Prayer. When there is an 
Opportunity of learning the Mind and Will of God 


in and from his Vord, and Men neglect it; Jeſus 


Chrift will require it another Day. And as to Prayer, 
it is certainly the Duty of all to pray, as well as join 
therein with others. But remember that to pray ac- 
ceptably, thou muſt pray in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. Pray there- 
fore for that bleſſed Spirit. Thou art not to ſtay to 
be aſſured that thou haſt the Spirit ſirſt. But doſt thou 
feel a Want of Chriſt and of his Spirit, and doſt thou 
deſire them? Thou art to pray, and wilt pray: Other- 
wiſe thou wilt be content to live Prayerleſs ſtill. I am 
not fo; preſſing Men into the Form and External Per- 


formances; but for leading them into a Senſe of the 


Want of Chriſt, and Deſires after him. Men got into 
2 Form and Round of Duty, are never a whit the 
nearer to Chrift, but moſtly the greater Enemies to his 
Righteouſneſs. But is it not the Duty of all to pray ? 
Yes, it is. But learn to come with a Senſe of Want, 


and with Deſires Chrift-ward, What need we anſwer 
this Caſe of Conſcience to any other than thoſe who 


feel a Need of Chriſt ? Thy Senſe, and thy Deſires, it 
may be, are yet Natural : But what is begun a Na- 
tural Act may be turned into a Spiritual, while it is 
upon thy Hand. The Spirit may fo far eon his gwn 
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Ordinance, tho* not thy Performance. Therefore ſet 
about the Work, not to be thy Saviour, but to ſeek 
the Saviour. | | | 

Moreover, I ſee not but that Sinners ovght to en- 
_ deavour to believe, and to repent, and turn to God by 
_ Chriſt, andꝰ to pray for Help therein. If they ought 
to believe, they ought to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours 
thereunto. They ought to take into their Conſidera- 
tion, by their Natural Faculties, their loſt State in the 
Firſt /dam, the Encouragements there are to believe in 
Chriſt, the Neceflity there is of Repentance. Nor 
can they anſwer the Neglect hereof another Day. 

It will be ſaid, This is the Old Adam, no better than 
mere Nature. I confeſs it, in a Sort, Yet it is not 
Old Adam's Way of Life, that Souls are directed to, 
but to ſeek it by Faith. And in Fact, I believe there 
is a Touch of the Spirit in ſome common Work, even 
to draw out the Natural Faculties, elſe Men go not fo 
far. And in a Saving Work, the Spirit of God deals 
with us as Creatures enducd with ſuch Faculties, and 
works upon them, and draws them forth, in the mean 
time ſetting up a Principle altogether new; and thoſe 
only are Spiritual Acts which flow from that Principle. 
But Men are altogether inexcuſable in not ſtirring up 
themſelves, and inquiring after the Way of Salvation; 
tho' God has not tied himſelt to any natural Endeavours, 

III. Touching Motives, whereby to enforce ſuch 
Exhortations propoſed to Souls. It matters not 
whether they are called Motives or Conſiderations, or 
by ſome other Name. It is true, there may be a miſ- 
managing in any Part of the Work of the Goſpe!: 
But That Exbortations to Faith and Repentance (which 
I have now vindicated) may be enforced with ſuch Con- 
fiderations and Arguments as, under a Divine Bleſſing, 
have 4 Tendency to excite and flir up Souls unto ſuch 
Duties, I would now evince. 

1. We make Uſe of Arguments with GOD in 


Pra; er. 
2. The 
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2. The Spirit of Gcd in the Scripture makes Uſe of 


ſuch Arguments and Enforcements. 
3. The Spirit of God, by and in the Word, makes 


Uſe of ſuch Conſiderations in the Mors of Faith on 


Souls, | 

I. Believers do make Uſe of Arguments with GOD 
in Prayer. And in them, the Spirit of God aſſiſting, 
lies the Strength of Prayer. Gen. xxxil. 9. 12. Num. 
XIV. 12—59. Surely this is not contrary to Election, 
or any of the Doctrines of Grace. It is certain, God 
hath already appointed what he will do. But he diſ- 


penſes many Mercies in Anſwer to Prayer. It is true, 


This eftabliſheth the Dottrines of Grace, For if it were 
of the Will of Man, and not of Gs Free Gift (which 
includeth his Purpoſe and Grace), what ſhould we come 
to him for, and beg the Things we want? This I am 
(thro' Grace) well aware of. And let the Patrons of 
Free-Will anſwer their Mockery to God in Prayer, 
unleſs they own all to be of him, and from him. And 
therefore alſo wwe perſuade Men, becauſe there is an 
Election of Grace, to be prevailed upon by the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, and who hall obtain. If it were not ſo, I 


would have done, I would lay down Preaching. We 


ſhould /abour in vain, and run in vain.» The Succeſs 


of our Libour ſtands upon Ten thouſand times a 


firmer Bottom here, than if it were left to the Uncer- 


tainty of Man's Free-will ; if I may call it uncertain, 
when it is certain no Man would come in to Chriſt, if 
left thereto. We uſe Arguments with God in Prayer, 
and that on the Bchalf of Souls; and may uſe Argue- 
ments with Men in Preaching. In the former we do 
and (many times) muſt lay afide the Conſideration of 
God's ſecret Decrees; Who knows but God may be 
entreated ? And ſo in the latter, who knows but theſe 
are choſen Veſſels? We'll try, it God will perſuade 
them. | | 
2. But no further to inſiſt on this; The Two other 
of theſe Arguments will be hinted at, and made good 
under 
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under each of the two following Common Places, 
whence Motives in Preaching are fetched, | 

I. Some are ſuited to allure, draw, and encourage, 
Souls unto and in Believing and Repenting Work. I 
think verily ſuch Forms of Speech may and ought to 
be uſed in Preaching the Word; Soul, if thou believeſt, 
if thou repenteſt, and turneſt to God, if thou comeſt 


in to Chriſt ; He will receive thee, He will pardon thee, 


and thou ſhalt be ſaved. Not that in the Duty He re- 
quires a Condition 22 to the Bleſſing (there lies 

the Miſtake) : But in the Bleſſing he propoſeth an Eu- 
couragement to the Duty. I think I ſome time en- 
joyed the Preſence of God (thro' his Free Grace) in 
thus opening and ſpeaking unto that Text, Iſa. lv, 7. 
Let the Wicked for ſałe his Way, and the unrighteous 
Man his Thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, 


and he will have Mercy upon him, and to our God, for 


he will abundantly pardon. O here is a white Flag of 
Mercy and Pardon hung forth (as Dr. Goodwin's Phraſe 


is) to invite in, and entice Rebellious ones to Chriſt ! 


The forſaking is not the Condition of the Pardon, but 


the Pardon is an Allurement to the forſaking. It was 
thus I underſtood it, and propoſed this abundant 
Mercy and Pardon to win upon Souls to forſake their 
Way, &c. It is not the Way of Profaneneſs only, 
but of Self-Righteouſneſs, and Chriſt-abaſing, Self- ad- 
vancing Thoughts, that are intended. And thus God 
_ propoſes Things as it were conditionally ſometimes, 
when he don't intend to ſuſpend the Bleſſing upon the 
commanded Duty. See Zech. vi. 15. Never tell me, 
that that Man has not already obtained Mercy, who now 

forſakes his wicked Way, and unrighteous Thoughts. 
Innumerable almoſt are the Encouragements held 
forth in the Goſpel, taken from the Ability, Fulneſs, 
Suitableneſs, Love, Lovelineſs, &c. of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
which ſome time endeared hun unto me, and (I hope) 
drew my Heart to him, And why theſe Things may 
not be propoſed, as enforcing an Exhortation in the 
Aßpplicatory 
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Applicatory Part of Preaching, as well as taught in a 


Doctrinal Way, I ſee not. Not that I think them 


leſs effeQual in the Doctrinal Part. The Subject alſo 
that is handled may ſuggeſt many other Conſiderations, 
which J leave for thoſe to find who are ſkilful in hand- 
ling the Word. * N | 

2. Other Conſiderations are Awakening,: and ſuited 
to /tir up Souls out of Security. For the Spirit works 
by what Means are ſuited to ſuch an End; whether it 
is to convince of Sin, of Righteouſneſs [the way of Ju- 
ſtification] or of Judgment [the Neceſſity of a Work 
of Grace, Fohn xvi. 8. Mat. xil. 20.] I know that no 
Man is converted by Terror : And yet do believe the 


Spirit of God uſes the Law in Converſion, to convince 


of Sin, and to ſhew the Inſufficiency of a Self-righte- 
ouſneſs, to ſhew the Danger of an unbelieving State, 
Sc. Nor do we altogether, deliver our own Souls, if 
that Part of the Meſlage is with-held, He that believeth 
not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. The Miſery and 
Danger of an unconverted State, and of the Ways of 
Sin, ought to be laid before Men. For tho? Souls are 
not frighted or driven to Chriſt, but drawn; yet are 


they made to ſee their Need of him, ſo as to flee for 


Refuge to this Hope ſet before them, Heb. vi. 18. Indeed 
the Goſpel, and the Hope there is in Chriſt, are to be 
fo early propoſed as to prevent deſpairing Thoughts, and 
lying under a Spirit of Bondage; yet muſt Souls know, 
that there is no eſcaping for ſuch as neglect this great 
Salvation. The Grace and Love of Chriſt is the moſt 
noble Theme in Divinity: Nothing ſo ſweet to him 
that preaches, nor to them that hear, / /o be they have 
ta/led that the Lord is gracious : For then they will not 
fay, Here was nothing far Sinners, as is the uſual Talk, 
unleſs they hear a Covenant of Works. This is there- 
fore the orcat and main Work of thoſe, who have their 
Denomination from Preaching of the Goſpel, Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and not of the Law, of the 
Spirit, nat of the Letter; to publiſh Peace, to bring 

| goog 
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good Tidings of Good, to publiſh Salvation, &c. Iſa. li, 

. And thoſe Diſcourſes which hoid forth more the 
Foil, Deſert, and Wages of Sin, ſhould have Mix- 


tures of this ſweet Goſpel. Nor do I ſee any Ground 
to think that Souls muſt be terrified or humbled to 


ſuch or ſuch a Degree, or held the leaſt Moment of 


Time under the Bondage of the Law, before they may 
lay hold of the Comfort of the Goſpel. Repent for the 
1 of Heaven is at Hand, holds forth Encourage- 
ment and Hope at the very firſt. The Grace of the 
Goſpel muſt be the Spring and Source of true Repent- 
ance. This may melt the Heart with a Senſe of the 
Evil of Sin, that never was touched with that Senſe 
before. But when the Goſpel is the /n/trument hereof, 
the Law is the Rule to judge of Sin by. And in a De- 
clenſion from this Rule, lies the Sinfulneſs of our 
Actions. The Law therefore muſt be preached, to 


ſubſerve the Spirit's Deſign of Convincing of Sin. For 


without the Law is no Knowledge of Sin; becauſe 

where no Law is, there is no Tranſgreſſion. | 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Matth. v. vi. and viith. 
Chapters, had been preaching a Sermon to his Diſciples 
on the Mount. And how does he conclude it ? See 
V. 21. to the 28. He tells them a Profeſſion would 
not do to carry them to Heaven. That many fruitleſs 
Pleas would be made at the Laſt Day by fruitleſs Pro- 
feſſors, to whom he would ſay, I never knew you, de- 
part from me ye that work Iniquity. He admoniſhes 
them of the Happineſs and Satety of thoſe who hear 
his Sayings, and do them; which is ſet forth by a Wiſe 
Man who built his Houſe upon a Rock : Of the Miſery 
and Danger of thaſe who hear his Sayings, and do 
them not; ſet forth by a Fooliſh Man, who built his 
Houſe upon the Sand; which fell in a ſtormy Day. 

Need we then an Apology for uſing ſuch a Method ? 
When Paul had preached an excellent Sermon con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in. A#s xiii. He winds 
up with a Woid of Uſe, bringing it as near as might 
| : be 
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be to the Conſciences of his Hearers, v. 38. Be it 
known unto you therefore that thre this Man is preached 
unto you the Forgiveneſs of Sins; q. d. Whether you 
hear, or whether you forbear, know, and take Notice 
of it, Chriſt hath been preached TO YOU. And 
| you ſhall not be able to deny it another Day, but ſhall 

8 left inexcuſable, if you continue Oppoſers of the 
Goſpel. He goes on, v. 39. And by him all that believe 
are juſtified from all Things, &c. q. d. Conſider the 
Advantage of Believing, and Happineſs of Believers. 


Moſes's Law cannot do that for you, which Chriſt can 


do. Beware 1 oh (addeth he, v. 40, 41.) I4e% that 
come upon you which is ſpoken of in the Prophets, Behold, 
ye Deſpiſers, and wonder and periſh, &c. q. d. There 
:s ſuch a Prophecy; take heed left you be the Men in 
whom it ſhall be fulfilled : If you are found Deſpiſers, 
you will periſh for ever. Theſe Motives did Paul uſe, 
and thus did he ſet the Danger before them, tho? he 


well knew that it muſt be the pardoning N 
I 


Grace mentioned before, which muſt draw them, 1 


they were brought to Jeſus Chriſt. 
F urther, that the Spirit of God hath made uſe of 


the Conſideration of Death, of Judgment, of the 


Terror of God's Wrath, of the Worth of the Soul, 


and Weight of Eternal Things, in a ſaving Work; 
and that the Beginning of the Work hath ordinaril 

been in, or accompanied with, a quick and lively Senſe 
of theſe things on the Soul; is ſo evident, as not to 
need any Proof. This I ſuppoſe is known in almoſt all 
Churches, who receive their Members, as the Church 
at Jeruſalem did Saul, viz. upon a Relation of their 


Converlion. Hereunto alſo the Three Thouſand who 


were pricked at the Heart, and cried out, what Mall 
we do ? and the Jailor, who cried out, Mat ſhall 
1 do to be ſaved? are Witneſſes. Let the Experiences 
of Believers be inquired into, in this Matter. Now 
what Conſiderations the Spirit of God works by for 


Good to Souls (at leaſt ſometimes) thoſe ought to be 
propoſed 


t 
7 
| 
| 


propoſed by the Miniſters of the Goſpel (and I think 
too) as Motives to ſtrengthen their Exhortations unto 
Faith and Repentance. | 

Dr. Owen on Heb. ii. 2. p. 17 2. ſpeaking ſomewhat 
largely of the Uſefulneſs of Goſpel-Threatenings, add- 


eth, that They have been obſerved to have had an 


« effetual Miniſtry, both unto Converſion and Edift- 
© cation, who have been made wiſe and dextrous in 
managing Goſpel- Comminations towards the Conſci- 
« ences of their Hearers.“ I agree to what I take to 
be his Meaning, tho* not to the Term of Goſpel- 
Threatenings. | | 

IV. As an Appendix to this Chapter, I cannot but 
teſtify my-Diſlike of ſome Forms of Exhortation that 


are in Uſe. As, Make your Peace with God; See that 


you fulfil the Conditions of the Covenant, &c. to which 
I add, Men's Directions for Converſjon, and ſuch- like. 
I. It is too frequent a Phraſe with many, Mate your 
Peace with God. And, have you made your Peace with 
God? | EPs OD Eran Tg. 
1. This Phraſe is unſcriptural. Where do we find 
ſuch an Exhortation to unrenewed Sinners ? For it is 
ſuppoſed by them who ufe this Form, that they are 


yet Enemies to God, and perhaps that he is an Enemy 


to them, to whom ſuch Exhortation is made. I know 
that Text in Iſa. xxvii. 5. Or let him take hold f my 


Strength, that he may make Peace with me, and he fhall 


make Peace with me, will be urged in Defence of the 


cenſured Expreflion. But (1.) Were it granted that 
this is ſpoken to Men; it ſhould ſeem to be ſpoken to 


God's Vineyard, to his 1frael,: that were in a State of 


Reconciliation, as v. 4. Fury is not in me. And then 
the making Peace reſpects not a State of Enmity, but 
only ſome Controverſy between God and them, brings» 
ing on Fatherly Chaftiſement. ' And thus it will not 
warrant ſuch an Exhortatian to Unbelievers. (2.) But 
this ſeems not to me to be the Meaning; but that the 


great Peace-maker is here intended, even Feſus Chrife. 
FEA For 
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For how comes it about ſaith God, that Fury is not 79 
me? It is not that any Creature or Creature-En- 
deavours can hold my Hands. They would be as 
Briars and Thorns that I would burn up. v. 4. Or 
[if Fury be in me] let him (the Anointed Man, Feho- 
vah's Fellow) take hold of my Strength, my Arm, me- 
tonymicelly, that I ſtrike not Sinners dead. See Mr. 
Pool's Annotations. When my Anger is kindled a 
little, let him ward off the Blow. Thus Dr. Goodwin 


(as I remember) ſomewhere interprets, He fhall make 


Peace to me, Peace be ſhall make to me. Heb. It js 
Peace God-ward, by Satisfaction made to him, Or if 
it be, Lit him make Peace, it is much one.; ſo you un- 


derſt and it of him who could make Peace. There was 


no HIM ſpoken of before this Verſe, but the Vine- 


vand, which is a Body Collective; and the Briars and 
Thorns, V. 3, 4. But let HIM take hold, &c. (3.) 


Or if any had rather interpret, Let him, that is, my 
People, take hold of my Strength; if they are afraid of 
my Diſpleaſure, let them run and take hold of the 
Man of my right Hand, of him who is my Arm and 
my. Power, He ſhall make Peace with me, Pſal. Ixxx. 
17. Iſa. liii. 1. 1 Cor. i. 24. Still Chri/t is the Peace- 
maker. If any ſtill object, and will be their own 
Peace - makers, let them tell me, who that [HE] is, 
v. G. He ſhall cauſe them that come of Jacob to take 
Root, &c. It is doubtleſs the ſame, of whom it is 
twice here ſaid, He ſhall make Peace, He ſhall make 
Peace. For [that] and [and] are ſupplied ; tho' not 
to ſo much Diſadvantage as we have an V] ſupplied in 
Hof. vi. 3. Then ſhall we know [if] we follow on to 
know the Lord. It is à Prophecy of Chriſt, and of 
Goſpel Days, and it is an abſolute Promiſe in both the 
Branches of it. Fe ſhall know, and we ſhall follow o. 
to know! the Lord, increaſing more and more in that 
good Knowledge. That [V/] ſpoils the Glory of that 
ext. But this by the Way. 
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2. This Expreſſion, Make your Peace with God, is 


Anti-ſcriptural, It is againſt the Scripture. For, (1.) 
It detracts from the Glory of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


the Glory of his Office as Mediator and Peace-maker. 


See Lev. xvii. 11, The Deſign of the Scripture is to 
glorify the Lord Jeſus. And therein he has the Glory 
of being the only Peace-maker, given to Him. This 
1s my beloved Son (ſaith the Father, at. iii. 17.) in whom 
I am well pleaſed. And he is our Peace; who reconciles 
bath | Jews and Gentiles] unto God, in one Body, by the 
Croſs, Eph. ii. 14. 16. This Honour is ſacred to 
him. It is one of the bright Jewels in his Crown, 
that he was able to make Peace 101th God on the behalf 
of Sinners. (2.) It advances the Creature into the 
Place of Chriſt, aſcribing to the Offender the peculiar 
Work of the Mediator. Make your Peace, certainly 
puts this Work of the Days-man into the Hand of 
other Men. So that here are theſe 7wo great Emils. 


Now the Deſign of the Scripture is to abaſe the Crea- 


ture, eſpecially in ſo tender a Point as this, where 
Chriſt muſt be Al in All. 

3. This Form, make your Peace, teaches Sinners 
that their Peace is not made, and ſends them to make 
their Peace by human Endeavours, and not by Faith 
to a Peace already made.by Jeſus Chriſt, We are not 
indeed to conceal the Holineſs, Juſtice, and Terror of 
the Lord, his Wrath againſt Sin and Sinners as an 
offended Lawgiver ; and yet may conſiſtently teach, 
That Chriſt has not only made God reconcilable, but 
hath made Reconci/iation. Nay, the former is not true, 
for God is reconcilable antecedent to Chriſt's Perform- 


ances ; how elſe did he give Chriſt ? What then! Shall 


we give Chriſt nothing? The Seripture is plain: It 
was the Work he came for, and fo foretold by Daniel, 
c. ix. 24. to make Reconciliation for Iniguity. Doubt- 


leſs then he fulfilled it. For it was to be done within 


the Seventy Weeks. Yea, the Lord IS well-pleaſed for 
his Righteouſneſs Sake, Iſa. 25 21. Hete's the Ground 
; | 4 of 
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of his well-pleaſedneſs. The Controverſies that God 
bas with his People in his Diſpenſations are of another 
Conſideration; and yet are iſſued by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt as an Advocate with the Father. Again, having 
made Peace by the Blood of his Croſs. Col. i. 21. as a 
Work already done. He had by himſelf purged our 
Sins, Heb. i. 3. before he ſat down on the Right Hand 
of God. And obtained eternal Redemption, before be 
entered in once into the Holy Place. c. ix. 12. If this 
Matter ſhould admit of any D | 

not) it will be certain notwithſtanding, that our Peace 
is made (when ever it is) by the Virtue of Chriſt's 
Blood and Advocacy. But I think it invades the Pre- 
rogative of Chriſt to deny that he has done this for all 


his Ele, and to ſend Sinners to do what he hath done, 


Jt leads them out the Way of Faith into the Way of 

Works. It miſguides them in believing, and keeps 

them under Terror, when they think of making Peace, 
and ſee not that Peace is made by Chriſt, 


4. I might argue by an Hiduction of all thoſe things | 


(if one could think of them) whereby it may be 
imagined that Sinners ſhould make their Peace. But 
will the Lord be pleaſed with Thouſands of Rams, or Ten 
thouſands of Rivers of Oil? Shall one give the Fir/t- 
born for the Tranſgreſſion, &c. ? Mic. vi. 7, 8. You'll 
fay, to do juſily, to love Mercy, to walk humbly with 
God, is that which he requires, and which the Prophet 
anſwers here. I anſwer, With theſe he is pleaſed as 
materially good, and as ſpiritually ſo where they are 
ſpiritually performed (in this they are conſidered merely 
as Objects) but by theſe he is not appeaſed, as coming 
in the ſtead of the Thouſands of Rams, and all Old 
Teftament Offerings and Sacrifices, which the only 
Sacrifice of the Son of God does (and is conſidered as 
an Efficient Meritorious Cauſe of Peace with God). 
Think of what you will, and it is inſufficient. Faith 
itſelf does no more than take hold of Chriſt for Peace 
already made. Hherewith then ſhall I come before _ 
* an 


ebate (which yet it ought 
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and baw myſelf before the high God, to make my Peace 


with him ? 


Objection. We mean no ſuch thing as to leſſen the 
Glory of Chriſt as Peace- mater; but this we mean, 


Secure an Intereſt in Chriſt, and thereby Peace with Gad, 


make it ſure to your own Souls, 
Anſw. J know it, Brethren, unleſs it be thoſe of 
you who are for a New Law- Righteouſneſs ; for I am 


afraid of you. But conſider, (1.) It is * to 


invade the Prerogative of Chriſt, even in Words and 


Expreſſions. Do we not expreſs the peculiar Work of 


Chriſt by this very Phraſe, of making our Peace with 
God for us? This is not intended, ye ſay : Why is it 
expreſſed then in a Point ſo tender as this? A King's 
only Son obtains Pardon for a Criminal ; he makes 
Friends to the Son, and gets the Knowlege of it. Shall 


he call this a making Peace with the King himſelf ? 


Nay, faith the Son, if you talk ſo, I'll leave it upon 
your Hand, and try your Skill. This is much the Caſe. 
(2.) How prone are Men to be indeed putting their 
Hand to this Work |! When under T winges of Conſci- 
ence for Sin, they think to make amends, to make 
Peace, to make Satisfaction. For Peace is only made, 


by Satisfaction made. And who ſhall anſwer for the 


Miſtake which Souls are led into? Who knew not 


that their Preacher, tho' he ſaid ſo, meant no ſuch 
thing as making Peace, but only a making it ſure, or 
making it out to themſelves ; whereas they took it in 
the down-right plain 2 of it. Where Souls are 
ſo apt to miſtake their Way, we had need be more 
abundantly cautious. | 

2, See that you fulfil the Conditions of the Covenant 
that are required on your part; is a Form uſed by ſome 
in their Exhortations : And I think (with Submiſſion) 
a very ill one. I intend not to diſpute about the Word 
Condition, in the Latitude of that Controverſy, which 
would be too tedious, and beſide my preſent Deſign ; 


but only to hint, that this way of propoſing Things is 
Ff4 exceeding 
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exceeding difadvantageous. It is detrimental to Free 
Grace, which begins with us, and tarries not for Man 
to do his Part, It detracts from the Efficacy of Grace, 
whoſe Power works all in us: So that it is not of Man 
who fulfils Conditions, but of Gd who works in us of 
his good N ng Beſides, this way of Preaching Con- 
Aitions is to be rejected, if it were only, for that it fills 
Men with miſtaken Notions, and ſtrengthens their 
natural Conceptions of God's loving them that love 
him, and working in them that begin with him, and 
ſaving them that do good Works to ingratiate themſelves 
with him. Tho' all theſe are the natural Thoughts of 
the unrenewed Heart, the wicked Thoughts of the 
unrighteous Man, which muſt be, which ſhall be, 
forſaken, when Converſion comes ; yet are they all 
built up, by this Way of building Men upon Con- 
ditions of their firſt fulfilling, and teaching them that 
then they need not doubt but God will do his Part. 
O Abominable ! to poſtpone God's Part to ours, 
Speak Believers ! Was it ſo with you in the Day of 
your Eſpouſals ? Or rather, was it not as it is deſcribed, 
in an abſolute Promiſe, Iwill ſay, it is my People, and 
they SHALL ſay, the Lord is my God. Zech. xiii. q. 
There's nothing almoſt more dangerous to Souls than 
this way, of fulfilling Conditions on our Part, that God 
may do his. It ſets them ſo beſide the way of Grace 
and free Promiſe for Righteouſneſs and Strength, and 
leads them fo naturally to the Bondage of the firſt Co- 
venant, to ſeek Righteouſneſs by the Works of the 
Law, as nothing can eaſily do it more. If there were 
no other Reaſon againſt the Uſe of the Word Condition, 
than that Frame of Spirit it tends to generate in Men, 
this were ſufficient to lay it aſide, at leaſt as to a fre- 
quent Uſe. 

3. Directions for Converſion ſavour not of the Goſpel, 
but have a diſagreeable Sound. They mean not, I 
preſume, Directions for the Spirit of Ged * by in 
converting Sinners: For he'll take his own Way, and 

per- 
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perhaps not keep to their Directions. Do they mean 
then, Directions for Sinners to convert themſelves by? Is 
not this to take the Honour of that glorious Work from 
the Spirit, and to direct Men to take it into their own 
Hands, In Converſion the Spirit of God will lead 
Souls his Way, and xing the Blind by a May they knew 


not, and lead them in Paths that they have not known, 


Ifa. xlii. 16. compare Jer. xxxi. 9. If it is only meant, 
Directions to Souls about Converſion, as, To wait for it 
under the Means, Lo pray for it in Chriſt's Name as a 
purchaſed Benefit for the Ele&t, To expect it to be al- 


together wrought upon and in them by the Holy Ghoſt. 


All this may be allowed, But Drredioms for Converſion 
is for the Work itſelf. | | | 
Objection. This is to fall out about a Word, to con- 
tend about a Name. 
Anſw. But that Name deccives Souls, and ſuggeſts 


Free- will and natural Power to their Minds. And 


when they read ſuch Titles, they are ready to think, 
Here is ſome rare Expedient found, that they need 
continue unconverted no longer. It makes them ſeek 
to take the Work into their own Hands, which they 


ſhould by Faith ſeek for from CHRIST and the 
Spirit, But let them know, The Work will not 


proſper till the Lord the Spirit has it in his Hand, and 


that Free Grace and Almighty Power muſt work all 


their Works in and for them (that they miy come and 
bow thereto, and caſt themſelves thereon), which. is 
hid from them by the Blind of the cenſured Phraſe, 
Directions for Converſion, 

1 have been longer in this Digreſſion than I intended; 
therefore to conclude, and bring up all to my Purpoſe, 
Tho? Exhertations may be {ſtretched too far and miſ- 
managed, and Motives too, ill choſen, and the like; 

et this makes nothing againſt the Subſtance of the 
Doctrine before pleaded for, touching Exhortations to 


Sinners, and tives propoſed to them, in preaching 
the Goſpel, | | 


S ECF. 
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SECTION III. 

| Some other Truths flated, according to 
the Analogy of Faith in Scripture ; 
and briefly defended, without Reſpect 
to any Man's Writings. 


22 
— 


CC HALLS 
Of the Extent of a Miniſter's Work in 
Preaching the Word. 


HE Doctrine of Chriſt Feſus the Lord holds the 
firſt Place, and is the Foundation of all other 
Doctrines whatſoever. This is the Source and Foun- 
tain whence all the Streams muſt flow; the Centre 
where all the Lines of Truth do meet, Yet this very 
Thing ſuppoſeth that there is a Variety of Truths to 
be inſiſted on. Howbeit, every Truth in the Place it 
holdeth in the Building and Harmony of Truths, grow- 
ing up on the Foundation CHRIST. The Doctrine 
of the Perſon, Diſpenfation and Office of the Spirit 
the Comforter, holds the next Place to that of the Son, 
the Redeemer. The Grace and Love of the Spirit, 
and the Method he takes ia his glorious Work, muſt 
be opened and ſet forth to Souls. Here now is a very 
large Field of Diſcourſe. Howbeit the Doctrine con- 
cerning Chriſt being that which the Spirit mainly 
worketh by, this is the Principal; whence we are 
called Miniſters of Chriſt. 
2. Again, When the Goſpel hath been Preached, 
and a Number of Souls been brought to Believe in any 
| | Place ; 


Everlaſting Goſpel, vindicated. 75 
Place ; the next Work in the Order of the Goſpel 
to build an Houſe for Jeſus Chriſt, an Habitation far 
him by the Spirit to dwell in, even a Spiritual Houſe, 
which is his People. Conſequently, here is a large 
Field of Diſcourſe again for the Miniſters of the Word, 
to ſhew the Comrngs in, and goings out, the Form and 

Faſhion, the Laws and Ordinances thereof, and how the 
ſeveral Members ought to walk therein towards God 
and towards Men. Exze4h, xliii. 11. And here, 

3. The ſeveral Duties of Temperance, Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Godlineſs, are to be explained and urged, 
Our Doctrinals muſt be accompanied and mixed with 
Practical. Sometimes there may be Occaſion to 
preach one Duty, and ſometimes another. 

4. Alſo to declare the righteous Judgment of God 
againſt Sin and Sinners, and to preach the Zaw ſor 
Goſpel Ends is a Part of the Counſel of God that we 
are to make known. Divine Subjects that are to be 
handled by faithful Diſpenfers of the Word, who are 
willing to declare the whole Counſel of God, are very 
many. As xx. 20, 21. 27. 

It is not my Deſign to preſcribe unto or direct my 

Brethren in the Miniſtry, of whom I have more need 
to learn: But rather to make ſome People ſenſible, 
That the Compaſs of a Miniſter's Work is not fo 
narrow as they are ready to take it; and that Miniſters 
may not be beſide their proper Work and Bulineſs, 
when they are not directly upon the Doctrine of the 
Perſon or Performances of Chriſt, /o the Savour of 
CHRIST runs thro' their whole Doctrine. If indeed. 
there are not ſome who make too great a Clamour 
even againſt a Neceſſary and Evangelical Preaching of 
Duty, and unduly cenſure thoſe who run not in one 
fingle Strain according to their Fancy, then I confeſs I 
have ſpoken theſe T hings into the Air. I know, there 
hath been too great an Docalivn given to this Offence 
taken, which yet has on the other hand been carried 


too far. 
ſt 
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It will be ſaid, That Chriſt and Free Grace cannot be 
preached too much; and this Doctrine is more profitable 
than Preaching of Duty, I anſwer : When this is 
prefled to cry down or exclude the Doctrine of the 
Spirit and his Work; the Preaching of the Law in 
ſubſerviency to the Goſpel ; and of Duties to Believers ; 
it is as if one ſhould ſay, The Goſyel of John is ſo 
ſweet and evangelical that a Man cannot read it too 
much. The Anſwer is, It is true, but a Man may 
read other Portions of Scripture too little. Neither 
can we preach Chriſt and free Grace too much, and it 
ö this that brings Life and Refreſhment to the Soul, 
2nd Strength for a ſpiritual Performance of Duty: Yet, 
] fay, other Subjects are not to be neglected. We 
muſt /lfil (or make full Proof of) our Miniſiry, in all 
the Parts of it, 2 Tim. iv. 5. 


— — 


r 
Cf Ged's Eternal Love to, and Delight in, 
his Elect in Jeſus Chriſt. 


HE free Eternal Love of God is the firſt Origi- 
nal and Well Head of our whole Salvation. He 
beheld his Elect in Chri/? with the higheſt Delight and 
Complacency from Everlaſting. Howbeit, tho' his 
Good-will towards them, and his Delight in them, are 
not at all to be ſeparated; yet perhaps they may be di- 
Ainguiſbed. His Delight then may be conſidered either 
in the Upper or Under- Fall way. In the Firſt of theſe, 
They did not ſtand before him, ſuch as they were in 
the Firſt Adam, in a State of Innocency : But in Chriſt 
their Head, predeſtinated to the Adoption of Sons, and 
to a full Conformity unto the Son of God, even ſuch 
as they ſhall be in the Heights of Glory, in the King- 
dom of God All in All. Here were the Objects of God's 

Delight, 
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Delight. Again, under the Fall: And here they were 
not conſidered either as lying in a fallen State, as the 
Deſcendants of the Firſt Adam; nor as in Part reſtored, 
under Imperfections of Grace and Holineſs: But as in 
Chriſt their Redeemer, their Righteouſneſs. In him 
the Father from Everlaſting delighted; and thro' him 
in thoſe who were choſen—unto the Obedience of Feſus 
Chriſt, and Sprinkling of his Blood, 1 Pet. i. 2. T his 
was and is a Sin- covering Righteouſneſs, wherein the 
Father took a Proſpect of his Elect as complete, and 
without Spot. Behold then the Objects of God's 
Delight ! Not as in Adam, not as in the Fall, not as 
we behold them in their Guilt and Pollution. Thus 
God could not have any Satisfaction or Pleaſure in 
them; they were not meet Objects for his Delight. Vet 
even thus conſidered, they were meet Objects for his 
Love of Benevolence or gracious Good-will, Here then 
lies the Ground of the Diſtinction, in the under-fall 
Way. God loved poor fallen Man, and gave his Son 
a2 Ranſom ; he gave his Son, and took up an infinite 
Delight in his renſomed, thro' the Atonement of his 
Blood. This Love of Complacency then ſuppoſes the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt and Reconciliation foreviewed. 
There was Love antecedent to the very Gift of Chrif : 
But Well. pleaſedneſs and Delight is the Fruit of Chriſt's 
Obedience. It is in him, and for his Sake, I don't uſe 
this Term, Love of Good-will, to leſſen or diminiſh 
that Love which gave Chriſt, it is ſo tranſcendent that 
it cannot be enough magnified : (this opened the way 
for God's making us ſuch as he could delight in) But 
only: to diſtinguiſb it from that which follows the fore- 
ſeen Performances of our Redeemer. Delight, as it is 
a Supralapſurian Benefit, is altogether inſeparable, and 
not at all to be diſtinguiſhed from God's Good- will to- 
wards us ; and it is abſolutely eternal, and eternal] 
unchangeable. The Entrance of Sin by the Fall made 
no Alteration here. But when Delight ſuppoſes or 

| includes 
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includes Friendſbip and Reconciliation, it is evident that 

this is a Fruit of the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Object. Could God delight in Men in their Sins, lying 

mn the Fall, in their Bload and Pollution? Thus it is 

certain they were not delectable Objects, but Children 


ef Wrath, Objects of Divine Diſpleaſure, and under 


the Curſe. 


Anſw. 1. God as a Lawgiver was angry and offended 


with all Mankind for Sin: But there was a Ranſom 

ovided, and Satisfaction to be made, foreviewed, 
which the Father took a ſecret Pleaſute and Delight in 
from Everlaſting, | 

2. The Elect by Nature, as Children of the Firſt 
Adam, and in relation to the Covenant of Worts, 
were under the Curſe of the Law; viz. a Sentence of 
Death : But Infinite Love provided a Ranſom and Re- 
demption from that Curſe. In that glorious Redemp- 
tion God delighted, and in them viewed therein, from 
Everlaſting. For who dares ſet a Date hereof ? This 
is a different thing from their being viewed in the Firſt 
Adam. | Eh 
| 3. Therefore; It is granted, As fallen, as ſinful 
Creatures none were the Objects of God's Delight. I 
Yay, concretely conſidered as involving the State they 


lay in, none were ſo. And while we are in a State of 


Nature, we are in that State which God hated and 
doth hate. And /o conſidered we could be only the Ob- 


Jects of a Love of Benevolence. Hence many Chriſti- 


ans can get no further, but are fain to take it up ſo, 
that the Elect, while Unbelievers, are loved only with 
a Love of Benevolence ; but when they come to believe, 
they are then beloved with a Love of Delight. But, 
4. Tho' as fallen and as lying in that State, they 
are not the Objects of God's Delight, yet while ſuch 
they are ſo, upon another Account, and under another 
Conſideration. The imperfect Holineſs of Believers is 
not able to make them meet Objects of God's Delight, 


nor are they in this World ſuch as he can fully delight 


in, 
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in, but only as they are beheld in Jeſus Chri/?. Surely 
all that know their own Hearts will agree to this. 
And tho? not as in thyſelf, O Believer, yet as in Chrift, 
the glorious God beholds thee as without Spot, and 
has Pelight in thee. We are too apt to think that 
God's Thoughts are as ours, and that he ſees Things 
as we ſee them, Ia. lv. 8, 9. Job x. 4. Howbeit 
as Sin is always the Object of God's Diſpleaſure, even 
in his People; ſo their Graces, and Spiritual Perform- 
ances of Duty, are the Object of his Well-pleaſed- 
neſs, in which, thro' the Righteouſneſs of his Son, he 
hath Delight alſo, as the Fruits of his Holy Spirit. 
Thus we muſt hold the Balance of Divine Truths, 
and not ſet one in Oppoſition to another, as the man- 

ner of ſome is. 


CHAP. ut 
Of Chriſt's bearing the Filth of Sin. The 
Author's Thoughts humbly ſubmitted to 
better Fudg ments. 


HAT Chriſt bore the Filth of Sin, as well as 
the Guilt of it, is by ſome aſſerted to be a Truth 
of the Goſpel; and charged by others to be a Poſition 
at leaſt bordering upon Blaſphemy. Can theſe widely 
differing Opinions (as they ſeem to 'be) be brought 
near to a Reconciliation ? I conceive they may, | 
The Filth of Sin is either Original, viz, the Cor- 
ruption of Nature which we brought into the World 
with us; or that Pollution which further ariſes from 
every new Tranſgreſſion. The Filth of Sin is the 
Stain or inherent Defilement thereof cleaving to our 
Nature. And perhaps the Oliouſneſs and Hatefulneſs 
of it in God's Lye, may alſo bear this Name. 
| I lay 
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I lay it down as a Truth not to be departed from, 
that Chri/t bore Sin only by way of Iniputation. It 
follows then, that if Filth is not capable to be imputed, 
Jefus Chriſt did not, could not, bear it. Imputation 
is nothing elſe, but its being ſet to his Account, to 
anſwer, to ſuffer, to ſatisfy for, as if he had been the 


Offender. This Doctrine is fo eſſential to the Life | 


and Comfort of a Believer, that I wonder if any who 
have known the Terror of the Lord, or taſted that the 
Lord is gracious, ſhould at all call it into Queſtion. 

Chrift bore our Sins, 1 Pet. ii. 24, that is the Scrip- 
ture Phraſe without the Diſtinction of Guilt and Filth. 
To ſay that he bore the Guilt of Sin, may mean only, 
he bore aur Obnexiouſnejs to Puniſhment, and fo 
ſeems to evade his bearing of Sin itſelf. But the 
Scripture faith, He bore our SINS, Now Sin is 
either the Sinful Act or Offence, or the Defilement 
ariſing thereſrom. This latter has truly the Nature of 
Sin, and was as ſuch ſet to Chriſt's Account. 

It is not the Guzlt of Sin (as Guilt means only our 
Obnoxiouſneſs to Puniſhment) that was imputed to Jeſus 
Chriſt, It ſeems not proper to ſpeak ſo. But SIN 
was imputed ; and the Reſult of that Imputation was 
Guiltineſs in the Eye of the Law and VindiQtive Juſtice 
of God. Yea, and this was all the Reſult that could 
be; and the Iſſue was Puniſhment, and thereby Satis- 
faction. Hence Chriſt was not filthy by bearing of 
Sin, but guzi/ty only; and that not becauſe Guilt was 
imputed, but becauſe Sin was imputed in its Contra- 
ticty to the Law. | 

All that is truly and properly Sin Chriſt bore ; but a 
polluted defiled Nature is Sin, it is contrary to the 
Law. The Lord has laid on him the Tniquity of us all. 
Now is not Filth, Iniquity, according to the Apoſtle's 
Definition of Sin, 1 John iii. 4. ? How hateful to God 


is that Corruption of Nature, which we brought into 


the World with us! And wherefore ? Becauſe it is 
contrary to his Holineſs, 1. e. becaule it is Sim. In 


Tipe, 
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Jype, when all the Iniguities of Iſrael, and all their 
Tranſgreſſions in all their Sins, were put upon the Head. 
73 Scape · Goat, was their Filthineſs left behind? 

as not the Pollution of their Nature to be confeſſed? 
Surely, it comes in among the ALL, or elſe they 
were not ſo pure as they imagined themſelves to be, 
and as the Scripture teaches them to have been, on 
that Day of Atonement, Again, Chriſt who knew nd 
Sin was made Sin, Not made filthy, No; But Sin it- 
ſelf, was charged upon him; the Whole, the ALL of 
it. Guilt is the Reſult of this Imputation, and not 
the Thing imputed. 


The Imputation of Sin to Chriſt, as was before 


hinted, is its being ſet to his Account, and laid to his 
Charge, that be muſt anſwer for it. And here I aſk,, 
whether, it is not as. bad. and grievous on Chriſt's Part,, 
to ſtand charged with, the moſt horrid As of Sin, 
which he never committed, as to be charged with, our 
Pravity and Pollution, which never was inherent in. 
him? The Reſult of either will be only Guiltineſs, in 
a Law: Senſe, as to him; and not Filthineſs, which 
was impoſſible, Again, whether on our Part, it is not 
as bad and dangerous. to ſtand charged with a corrupt; 
pollued Nature, as to be charged with theſe or thoſe, 
As of Sin? The Truth is, it is rather worſe. And 
if Chriſt did not bear it for me, I muſt for myſelf ; 
and if he did not anſwer for it, it lies upon me. | 


The Filth of Sin mult be ſatisfied for by Blood, ag 


well as waſhed. away by the Water of the Spirit. 
Our Purification is founded in Atonement for our Im- 
purity, This was the great Inſtruction intended by the 
Water of Separation (Numb. xix. 2—9. comp. Heb. 
IX. 13, 14.) which was a Purification for Sin, made of 
the Aſbes of an. Heifer, fuiſt ſacrificed, and her Blood 
ſprinkled directij before the Door of the Tabernacle, &c. 
Now he that owns, Chriſt ſatisfied for our Filth and 
Pollution, and waſhed us therefrom in his. Blood ; 
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owns for certain that Chriſt was charged with the Filth 
of our Sins, and anſwered for it. | | 

He that leſſens the Depth of Chriſt's Humiliation, 
detracts from the Greatneſs of his Love, His bearing 


of Sin was an eſſential Branch of his Humiliation. 


And if he bore all Sin, he bore our Filth, which is 
contrary to the Holineſs of the Law. O the Depth of 


Chriſt's Abaſement, and Glory of his Love! Some 


Men ſcem mighty tender of the Honour of Chriſt in 
this One Point of Chriſt's bearing Sin. To ſay, That 
he was a Sinner by Imputation, that he was made Sin, 
and bore the Whole of it, even all the Sins of his 
Ele&, this is horrid to be ſpoken of the Son of God, 
who was without Sin. Yet they are not aſhamed to 
rob him of the Honour of his Grace in the higheſt 
Iuſtance of it, his being made Sin, and bearing our 


Sins. Bear then your own Sins: Whether it be the 
Ao or the Filth, you will have enough of it. Give 


me a Sin-bearing, Sin-atoning Jeſus ! 
Object. Filth denotes Inherency. This is the formal 
Nature of it, and where that is not, there is no Filth. 
Anfw.' Filth may mean the Odtouſneſs of Sin in 
God's Sight ; This is altogether inſeparable from it, 
where-cver it is. This he has teſtified, in that He con- 


demned Sin in the Fleſh of Chriſt, Rom. viii. 3. Farther, 


It may as well be ſaid, That Guilt connotes an Act 
or Acts of Sin; yet they who ſay, Chriſt bore the 


Guilt of Sin, don't mean that ever he committed one 
Act of Sin. Infinitely far be this from the Holy Jeſus, 


So when he bore- the Filth of Sin in the explained 
Senſe of Imputation, it does not note Inherency in him. 
It was indeed inherent in vs. Therefore he bore OUR 
Pollution, not his own. Guilt does ſuppoſe a /inful 
et; Sin is inſeparable from the Sinner, and ſuppoſes 
a Subject of Inheiion ; unleſs it be in this Myſtery of 
Tmputation, where the Sin of the Principal is transfer- 
red to his Sub/titute. In like Manner it is as to the 
Filth of Sin. It does Originally note Inherency; but 

in 
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in this Myſtery of the Imputation of Sin to Chriſt, it 
is another Matter. It will come at length to this, 
that Chriſt did not bear [Sin] but only | Puniſhment], 
by the ſame Way of Arguing, whereby this Doctrine 
is oppoſed. e : 

If imputation is nothing but Laying of Sin to Chri/?'s 
Charge; I would fain know, why the Corruption and 
Impurity of my Nature, which is as great a Sin as any, 
was not as Capable of being laid to Chriſt's Charge, 
and being atoned for by him, as any Act of Sin was? 
The Reconciliation propoſed in the Beginning of 
this Chapter, was not between thoſe who affirm, and 
thoſe who deny, the Imputation of Sin to Chriſt ; 


but between thoſe who, owning this, are for the Im- 


putation of our Filth to him, on the one Hand, and 
thoſe who are againſi it on the other. Thoſe who are 
againſt it own, That all our Sins were laid on Chriſt, 
but they are very ſure, as well they may, that he was 
never touched with the leaſt Filth or Defilement of 
Sin. Thoſe who are for it, think that our Pollution 


is SIN, and therefore muſt come within the Compaſs 


of that All Sin which he bore. But when this was 


but 7mputed, they think it does not at all infer that he 


was defiled. The Sum is, That which was Hlth with 
reſpect to us ; was not ſo, with reſpect to him. And 
the Imputation of the Offence, and of the Stain, as to 
him, riſes up only to a Guillineſs, as ſtanding in our 
ſtead. Vet may he properly be ſaid to bear the Filth, 
becauſe he bore that which when it is in us, and on 
us, has that Name; even as he 1s ſaid to bear Sin, 
who knew no Sin. If it is granted, That all Sin was 
ſet to Chriſt's Account, and that the Stain thereof in 


our Natures was anſwered, atoned, and ſatisfied for, 


by Him, it is the ſame Thing I have pleaded, and all 
I contend for. If I am under any Miſtake in ſtating 
this Matter, I ſhall be very thankful to any of my 
Brethren, in Love to convince me of it. 

See Mr. Chauncy's Alexi. Part 2. p. 129. 
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HK AF. IV. 
Of Imputed Sauctiſication. This Opinion 


Rejected. Sanftification the Evidence. of | 


Fuſtification, Proved. | 


FT\HERE are ſome who beſides Imputed Rig hteouſ- 
[ neſs for Juſtification, do ſpeak of Imputed Sancti- 
fication. This is a groundleſs and weak Opinion. For, 
1. All that is or can be. imputed to Sinners from 
Chriſt is Holineſs or Righteouſneſs, They diſtinguiſh 


between Imputed Holineſs, and Imputed Righteouſneſs; 
The former for Sanctification as an, inner Garment, 


yet not inherent : The latter for Juſtification as a 
upper Garment. There's nat the leaſt ſolid Groun 
for this Diſtinction. For tho? there's a great deal of 
Difference between Righteouſneſs Imputed tor Juſtifica- 
tion, which is Chriſt's, and Ho/jnefs inherent in, us: 
Yet there's altogether no Difference between Christ's 
Holineſs, and his Righteouſne6, In! him it is the 
ſame; whatever is Holineſs, that is alſlp Righteouſneſs, 
A Conformity to the Holy Nature and Law of. God. 
2. Whether it be Holineſs, or Rightequſneſs, the 


{ſue and Effect as to us can only be Juſtiſication, as to 


what is.imputed ; and not SanRification, If by. Holir 
zeſs they underſtand the Purity of Chriſt's Nature, and 

ehtrouſms the Obedience of his Liſe and Death:; 
yet as to us the Effect can only be Fyſliſſcation, Imr 
putation can only. change our Covenant State, and 


not our Natures. Nothing that is Imputed can ſtand 


inſtead of that Renovation, New Nature and Holinefs 
that is made neceſſary to us in the Method of Salvar 
tion, that we may enter inio the Kingdam of God? Is 
the Holineſs or Righteouſneſs of CHRIS T imputed 
to us? What then? Then, are we ;u//:fied: before God 
by that Imputation. And. this; is all that can be the 
Effect thereof ina Way of Imputat ion. ck : 
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The Effect of it, in ſome ſort, is San#ification. 
For Righteouſneſs imputed is the Spring and Cauſe of 
Holineſs inherent: But not fo that O U R Sanctifica- 
tion ſhould be imputed. For, | ie 

3. Sanctification is held forth in Scripture as a Real 
and Poſitive Work upon us. Therefore tho? this is 
the Effect of Righteouſneſs imputed ; yet it is ſo, as a 
Change of Nature in us is the Effect of a Change 
of our Covenant State God-ward. We are not 
ſanAified by Imputation, as to ſay, that Sanctifi- 
cation conſiſts in fomewhat imputed. John iii. 7. Ye 
muſt be born again. It is a Change paſſing upon the 
Soul. The Nature muſt be renewed, the Old Man 
deſtroyed, and Principles of Grace and Holineſs in- 
fuſed ; as Faith, Love, Meekneſs, Hope, &c, This ts 
dhe Mill of God (faith Paul) even your Sandtiſication. x 
Theſ. iv. 3. And the God of Peace ſan#tify you wholly, 
c. v. 23. This Work is aſcribed to the Holy Spirit as 
the Author of it. Rom. xv. 16. Sanctiffed by the Holy 
Ghe/t, This being then a poſitive Work upon the 


Soul (as the whole Scripture teaches) it cannot be by 


Imputation as our Juſtification is. 2 Tim. ii. 21. 

It is true, 1. Sanctification has ſome other Accep- 
tation ſometimes, and is taken otherwiſe than for that 
Wark inherent in us. As perhaps Jud. 1. Sanctiſied by 
God the Father. Separated and ſet apart for himſelf, 
ordained unto Holineſs. 1 Cor. i. 2. Sanctiſed in Chriſt 
Feſus, vis. Myſtically, our New Nature being pre- 
pared for us in him. | 

2. The Purity and Holineſs of Chriſt's Nature is 
imputed to Believers. This hath been defended by 
great Divines. The Law requires perfect Rectitude of 
Natur, as well as Holineſs of Zife. We ſhould not 
therefore have a perfect Juſtif ing Righteouſneſs with- 
ut this Purity of Chriſt's Nature. This covers the 
Jawpariry of ours. This Dr. Goodwin, Vol. 3. Of 
Chriſt Mediator, p. 344. underſtands to be the Law of 
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the Spirit of Life in Chriſt, Com: viii. 2, oppoſed to 
the Law of Sin which Paul found in his Members. 
That when he found a depraved Nature in himſe'f, 
he takes Comfort that in Chriſt was a Perfect, Pure, 
and Holy Nature, ma#ing him free, &c. But all this as 
impnted to us, is for Fuſtihcation, . | 


3. That a Pure and Holy Nature is firſt prepared in 


Chriſt, and then communicated to us by Union and 
Communion with him. Holineſs in Chriſt is Inputed 
for Juſtification ; and [mparted for Sanctification. Our 


Nature muſt be ſanctificd in the Son of God, before 


our Per ſons could be ſo; and in order thereunto, We 
are Sanctificd in him Myſtically, before we are Sanctified 


in ourſelves Perſonally. All Goſpel-Holineſs is derived 


from CHRIST by a living Un9n with him; and that 
which is not ſo is the ſame in Kind with the Moral 
Virtue of the Heathen. By Communion with Him in 
his Holineſs, we are made Holy. This is that SanQi- 
fication which the World can't abide, for it cannot 
underſtand it. But tho? our Sanctification is by In- 
fluence from CHRIST, and his Righteouſneſs im- 
puted ; yet it is not an imputed Benefit. 

4. Our beſt Works and Duties, our Holineſs and 


Sanctification, are (as I may ſay) juſtified by the Righ- 


tcouſneſs of Chriſt imputed, that covers them all. It 
is this that gives Acceptance to our Per/ons, and pro- 
cures the Acceptance of our Performances. Our beſt 
Holineſs needs to be wrapped about with this Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, If all theſe Things will content, 
they are granted. But they don't infer that Sanctifica- 
tion is by Imputation; tho' perhaps they include all 
that ſome intend, if they underſtood themſelves. 

The main Text that is urged for the Opinion which 
I oppoſe, is 1 Cor. i. 30.—Hho of God is made unto 
us Wiſdem, Righteouſneſs, Sanctiſication and Redemp- 
ion. But there is no Neceflity, that he is made All 
theſe the ſame May, viz. by Imputation, nor is there 


any ſuch Thing intimated in the Text. It ſuffices . 


that 
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that he is made all theſe of God unto us, and each in- 


its proper and ſuitable Way. Dr. Goodwin, ubi ſup. 
_ underſtands by Miſdom inherent Holineſs or Sanctifica- 
tion by a Synecdoche ; and Sandtiſication he underſtands 
of the Purity and Holineſs of Chriſt's Nature, Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Obedience of his Life, and Redemption 
of his Death and Bloodſhed. And theſe three laſt, he 
thinks, are by Imputation : But then he takes all theſe 
to be Parts of our Fuſtiſication. Or if we underſtand 
it thus; Wiſdom for Direction, Righteouſneſs for Juſti- 
fication, Sandtification by the Spirit, Redemption in full 
Deliverance, and complete Salvation, at the Laſt Day; 
the Firſt and Third are by Communication, the Second 
by Imputation, the Fourth by Purchaſe and Power. 
Thoſe who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and would 
live to him who died for them, ſhould take heed, they 
give no Countenance to an Opinion, That there is no 
Need of inwrought Sandtification, of inherent and 
practical Holineſs, that Men may content themſelves in 
an imputed Sanctification, as well as in imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs tor Juſtihcation. 
[ go on to another Paint, to which I ſhall ſpeak 
briefly, and conclude this Chapter, . 
- Queſt. I hether Sanctiſication is an Evidence of 
Juſtification ? | 
I anſwer in the Affirmative. (1.) That Sanctifica- 
tion is in itſelf ſuch an Evidence. (2.) That we ought 
to endeavour to make out our Juſtification this Way, 
at Times when we are in the Dirk about it. | 
I. That Sanctification is in itſelf ſuch an Evidence. 
I diſtinguiſh between what it is zz itſelf, and what it 
may be to the Senſe and Experience of the Soul. He 
that believeth on the Son of God hath the Fitneſs in him- 
ſelf, 1 Jobn v. 10. "The Spirit of God is that Wit- 
neſs, who ſometimes witneſſeth by h:m/elf, ſometimes 
by the Blood, ſometimes by the Water, v. 8. The 
Spirit in the Heart, and the New Creation, which is 
his Workmanſhip, is an abiding Witneſs in the Believer : 
G g4 | But 


0 
— I 3 2 inde, —ͤ— - z 


88 The Eternal Law, and 

„But he doth not always hear and underſtand the Teſti- 
mony of this Witneſs. Sanctification is in itſelf a Wit» 
neſs, but not always to the Senſe and Feeling .of the 
Soul. It is ſo in itſelf. For, 

(1.) Otherwiſe it could be to no Purpoſe to examine 
our ſelves, whether we are in the Feith, and how it 
ſtands as to the Work of God upon our Souls; if the 
Safety of our State could not at all be diſcerned hereby, 
or our Intereſt in pardoning Grace. But the Scripture 
makes this to be an incumbent Duty, as is to be ſhewn 
in the next Chapter. 

(2.) The Work of the Spirit is a Diſcovering Work, 
as to what is done by the other Perſons, the Father and 
Son, in our Salvation. As the Son works from the 
Father, and dies what he ſees him to have done, John 
v. 19. and ſo Redemption keeps equa] Pace with 
Election, and is of the ſame Extent ; thus the Spirit 
alſo does what he ſees the Father and Son to have done, 
and works from them both. And Regeneration is of 
equal Extent with Election and Redemption. This 
breaks open the Eternal Counſels of the Father ; and 
brings to Light the ſecret Love of the Son, 2s to 
whom he laid down his Life for. As the Works of 

| Creation evidence the Wiſdom and Power of God, fo 
1 the New Creation Work in the Heart evidences the 
| Grace and Love of God to ſuch a Soul. It cannot be 
4 ſaid of ſuch a Work as of the Wind, Earthquake, and 
j Fire, 1 Kings Xix. 11, 12. the Lord 1s not in it, The 
Work of the Spirit is an Evidence of Election, Jer. 
XXKi. 3. and therefore we are to make our Election 
ſure by Calling, 2 Pet. i. 10. It is then as ſure an- 
Evidence of our Juſtification; for that cannot be 
doubted of, where there is an Evidence of everlaſting 
Love, The Spirit may witneſs in an abſolute Promiſe 
'8 to the Forgiveneſs of Sins, upon this Ground, that 
| Pardon of Sin is abſolutely free: And he may bear 
| Witneſs by Sanctification, becauſe it is his own Wort, 
| the ſure Effect of the Love of God and Chriſt. 0 
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The natural Order of W om that we make 


out our Juſtification by SanQitreation ; and not Sancti- 
fication by Juſtification: For tho' in bringing forward 
our Salvation, the Father, is Firſt, the Son next, and 
the Spirit laſt: Yet in Manifz/ation, the Spirit is firſt, 
and fo we afcend to the Love of the Son, and laſtly of 
the Father. Further, the Spirit's Work is felt and 
experienced, and therefore is more diſcernible than thoſe 


Acts of God towards us, which are ſecret, unleſs as 


ſome way revealed to us. 

2. We ought to endeavour to make wut our Intereſt in 
Pardon and Acceptance with God, by what he hath done 

for and upon our Souls in a Sanfifying Work ; even at 

ſuch Times when we are in the Dark about our Fuſti fica- 

tion. We are never the farther off from any Teſti- 


mony of the Spirit in a free Promiſe ; nay, may we 


not expect it in this way of Duty, in a ſerious and 
cloſe Inquiry into the State of our Souls, rather than 
otherwiſe ? Times of Darkneſs, and God's With- 
drawings, ſeem to me the proper Time and Occaſion 
of Self- Examination. 

This is not to turn aſide from the Covenant of Grace 
to the Covenant of Works; as Mr. Buckley on the 
Covenant, Part 3. c. 8. p. 252. has well ſhewn ; ſee- 
ing Sanctification is a great Bleſſing of the Covenant o 
Grace. Nor is this to make our H/orks the Ground of 


our Juſtification ; but the Vor of the SPIRIT, che 


Evidence of our Acceptance with God. 

But as it is as to the Matter of Election, that tho? 
Calling and Sanctification are the Evidence thereof, 
yet that a Man is Uncalled and Unſan#ified is no Evi- 
dence that he is not Elected: So, that a Soul is not yet 
Called and Sanctified, is no certain Evidence that he 
has no Part in Reconciliation made by Chriſt, or in 
Juſtification as in him, tho? it is certain, Such an one 
is not Perſonally Juſtified ; and unleſs he believe in the 
Son of God will be condemned, 
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And when Sanctification lies dark, that we cannot 
get clear ſatisfying Evidences of it; our Work is, as loſt 
Sinners, by direct Acts of Faith to come to CHRIST, 
and venture our Souls and Salvation on Him, as Souls - 
when they fir/? Believe and Truſt in Him. 

But to Diſcern our Calling, is Matter and Cauſe of 
exceeding Joy, Gal. vi. 4. 


— ** 


n Ap. . 
Of Self- Examination, 


7 this I obſerve two Extremes. 

I. In the Negle# of it, and crying out againſt 
it as Legal, or of no Uſe ; or to be practiſed only by 
Believers in the Excrci/e aud Light of Faith. 8 
- This ſeems to me of an ill Tendency, and I fear is 
by ſome deſigned to give Countenance to, Spiritual 
Slothfulneſs, to a carnal careleſs Frame of Spirit, and 
it may be to ſinful Practices, which Men are loth to 
call themſelves to an Account for. 

It is plain, that Sz/f- Examination is a Duty belong- 
ing to Men under a Profeſſion of Faith, 2 Cor. xiii. 5, 
Examine yourſelves whether you be in the Faith, &c. 
Theſe Corinthians were not all of them true Believers. 
The Apoſtle was afraid, 4% he ſhould bewail many of 
them which had Sinned, and had not Repented, c. Xii. 21, 
comp. c. xiii. 2, 3. Now (faith he) ye have a Pro- 
feſſion of Faith, look to it, that it be not a Profeſſion 
only, but that ye be in the Faith, It was not certainly 
to be taken for granted, by a groundleſs Confidence. 
that they were in the Faith, but this was to be the 
very Inquiry, Whether they were in the Faith? The 
Apoſtle don't tell them, they muſt ſtay till they diſ- 
cerned it in its own Light, for what need then to 

| | examine? 
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examine? But, faith he, you that profeſs Faith, ſee 
whether it be a true Faith, And doubtleſs they were 
to look back to the firſt Day, how it was wrought ; 
as well as de præſenti, to know that Chriſt was in them, 
if they were ſuch as God approved, | 

Thus, in order to a Receiving of the Lord's Supper, 
Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup, 1 Cor. xi. 28. This is 
propoſed to rectify that undue Coming and Eating that 
was among them, which might give ſome Ground to 
queſtion whether they had a right Taſte and Senſe of 
that Love which is ſet forth in that holy Ordinance. 

And elſewhere, Fa Man think himſelf to be ſome- 
thing, when he is nothing, he decerveth himſelf. But 
let every Man prove his own Wark, then ſhall he have 
rejoicing in himſelf alone, and not in another, Gal. vi, 
3, 4. Men that are not exerciſed with great Temp- 


tations, and ſo not overtaken in great Faults in the 
World's View, are ready to think well of themſelves, 


and to fly out upon thoſe who are left to fall by Temp- 
tation, v. 1. But ſaith the Apoſtle, you may be ne- 
thing for all that in Religion, look inward, and prove 
our own Work. 85 

By Faith Abel obtained Witneſs that he was Righ- 
teous, God teſtifying of (or with) his Gift, Heb. xi. 4. 
with Gen. iv. 4. 7. God may witneſs to his People in 
a way of Obedience, and witneſs with and to their 
Obedience as that which is acceptable to him ; and this 
he may do in the Duty of Self-Examination ; but then 
It mult indeed be diſcerned 2% flow from Faith in Chriſt. 
In like manner God witnefled from Heaven of and 
unto the Obedience of Abraham, when he offered his 
only Son, Gen. xxii. 12. Now [ know (faith he) that 
thou feareſt God, &c. Doubtleſs therefore the Spirit of 
God may bear Witneſs to the Fruits of Faith in his 
People, and by them to Faith itſelf, 
Farther, If to examine a Man's ſelf is the Duty of 
Profeſſors, then it will be, and is, the Duty of Miniſters 
| of 
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of the Word, to help Souls in that Work, by diſ- 
covering the way of the Spirit on Souls, in what man- 
ner Grace is exerciſed; and what are the genuine 
Fruits thereof. 8 

2. The other Extreme is, in Over- preſſing Self- Ex- 
amination, and carrying it too far, or miſcarrying in the 
Managing of it. | 

And this is either in Souls inquiring into their own 
Spiritual Eftate, or in Miniſters urging unto this Work, 
or handling their Uſes of Examination. 

1. As to Souls in their managing of this Work, 
there is a Miſcarriage, (1.) When they examine in the 
Neglect or Delay of Believing, Examination of itſelf 
Will not help a Man that is deſtitute of a Saving Work, 
ſo as to mend his State. It is Believing in the Son of 
God muſt do that. (2.) When they examine after a 
Teftifying Righteouſneſs, till inquiring after ſomething 
within to truſt unto, and looking 1-ward to find out 
ſomething to commend them unto God. This js at 
the Bottom of many Men's ſerious Inquiries. ( A 
When they are looking within for a Ground of Faith, 
In this lies one main Difference between Faith and 
Hope; that Faith being the firſt Actings of a loſt Sin- 
ner's Heart towards Chriſt the Saviour, has no Ground 
but what is without us in the free Invitation and Promiſe 
of the Goſpel. Regeneration itſelf is not the Ground 
of our Believing in Chriſt, for we muſt believe as Sin- 
ners. But Hope teſpecting future Good, having 
Eternel Life for its Object, muſt have the Work of 
Faith for its Ground, the Reaſon of that Hope, 1 Pet. 
ili. 15. Elſe a Man will 48 in vain.” (4.) When 
they make it a continual Work. (1.) Without reſpect 


- 


to thoſe more ſpecial Things that call for it, as when 
worldly Frames prevail, and indwelling Sin puts forth 
itſelf in a more than ordinary manner. (2.) Without 
reſpect to other Duties that are to be performed. There 
is Believing Work, Repenting Work, &c, as we! as 
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Self- Examination, which ſome run altogether. upon, 
and turn all they hear that way continually, But the 
rere are far enough from this Extreme, (3. 
Without coming to any Comfartable Concluſion, or in- 
deed to any ſettled Reſolve, as to their Soul-State, 
This in. Lee is their Weakneſs, and their Sin: 
Vet it is, not that Unbelief which does moſt directly 
oppoſe the Goſpel. For as the Object of Faith is 
Chriſt, who is without us, and nat the Work>of Grace 
which, is within: So the Object of Unbelief is the Re- 
cord of the Goſpel concerning Chriſt, which is with- 
out us, and not ſo much what is within, as, to Que- 
ſtion whether I am a true Bcliever. Howbeit, the 
Ground of this. Lucertainty is very much The not 
pic, Chriſt his Honour, by looking to and living on 
his Obedience and Blood alone; The not giving. the 
Spirit his Honour as Comferter, looking to bim for 
Sealing to the Day of Redemption; The nat living 
more by direct Acts of Faith: For hereby. would Sin 
wither and die, and Grace be revived. 
2. On the Part of Miniſters, I muſt alſo teſtify, 
(1.) That it is uſual to lay down ſuch Signs as may in- 
deed touch the Conſciences of grſſar Hypocrites, who 
deceive others, covering ſecret Wickedneſs by an out- 
ward Profcflion : But are not at all ſuited to diſcover 
thoſe more ſecret Hypocrites, who, being upon a Co- 
venant of Works, intend not to deceive any, but do 
cheat their own Souls with a Self-Righteouſneſs ; wha 
with much of Nature-Singerity go about keeping the 
Law. (2.) It is uſual to lay down thoſe things for 
Signs that are very little dinguiſbing; and fo ſlightly 
as not to diſcover what is Vital and Spiritual in every 
Grace of the Spirit inquired into. There may be an 
endleſs Round in going from one Grace to another, 
while we mark not out ſomething Vital in every one. 
For Faith, Love, Repentance, are beſt diſcerned by 
their own Actings, by ſomething Vital in Themſelves. 
(3) A Neglect of directing Souls unto I and 
VEL ire 
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direct Acts of Faith is too uſual. Whereas the Exer- 
oe of Faith will afford an Evidence oft times, when 
Examination fails herein. We muſt ix our Enquiries 
therefore with Actings of Faith, and by Believing 
make it out that we have believed. (4.) A Contempt, 
or at leaſt a Neglect of the Spirit's immediate Teſtimony. 
The Spirit can bear Witneſs by himſelf in an abfolute 
Promiſe. There is an *, [Intuitive as well as a Diſcur- 
five Aſſurance. It is indeed the Believer only that is 
the Subject of Aſſurance ; and that in the Way of a 
Spiritual and Holy Walk, or at leaſt now ſweetly diſ- 
poſed thereto ; and the Spirit's Work at ſuch a Time 
is diſcerned and felt upon the Soul with no ſmall Clear- 
neſs. And even in all our Self- Examinations, unleſs 
the Spirit is pleaſed to be a Spirit of Conviction on the 
One Hand, or of Conſolation on the Other, Souls come 
off without any Advantage. Cal. FEM 
Happy will it be for the Souls who are led hy this 
bleſſed Spirit of Truth into all Truth, and kept from 
all Extremes in the narrow Way of Faith and Holi- 
neſs, unto Eternal Life. Amen. 


* Arrowſmith, Tac, Sac. I. 2. c. 9. p. 197. 
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